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“Simplest and Safest’’ 
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All over the country people are calling the Federal Beacon-Ray 
Light the FIREBALL. And, fireball it is in its unmistakable ro- 
tating warning motion. The spectacular action of the 180° spaced 
beams rotating through 360° gives—for the first time—complete all 
around protection. Motorists and pedestrians are alerted at far 
greater distances than ever before—and from every angle. Call it 
““Beacon-Ray” or call it “Fireball”—mount it with regular flush 
roof mounting or on the special pipe mounting—either way (and 
by any name) it will give you more protection than any other 
warning light. Write today for Beacon-Ray (FIREBALL) Bulletin. 


Specify FEDERAL BEACON-RAY warming light on all new apparatus 
FEDERAL ENTERPRISES, INC. 


FORMERLY: FEDERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY, INC. 
8702 SO. STATE STREET * CHICAGO 19, ILLINOIS 
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ACrisis Approaching? 


GAIN the nation faces the dread 
i possibilities of war which, if it 
comes, will involve the fire service as 
has no other conflict. 


@ Already, fire chiefs are asking such 
questions as: Where do we fit into the 
preparedness picture? ; What about draft- 
ing of firemen?; and What about priori- 
ties for apparatus and equipment, so 
badly needed? 


@ Most of these and other related ques- 
tions will be answered in next month's 
big 1.A.F.C. Convention Issue of Fme 
ENGINEERING. 


@ Meanwhile, here's a tip: If you haven't 
surveyed your fire forces, Chief and Mr. 
Commisioner, so that you have all infor- 
mation such as age and condition of appa- 
ratus and equipment now in service—and 
what is needed to bring your city or com- 
munity into line to meet present and 
possible wartime hazards, it’s time you 
got busy! 


@ One thing is certain: the fire depart- 
ment that Aas its orders for replacement 
of old equipment—and for needed addi- 
tional facilities in the hands of producers 
and suppliers will be the lucky one when 
and if deliveries. are weighed by wartime 
need. 


@ In making your surveys and recom- 
mendations it will heip you if you consult 
the editorial and advertising sections of 
Fire ENGINEERING. 


He Putichire 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


The Journal of the Fire Profession since 1877; 
published on the fifteenth of each month by 
Case-Shepperd-Mann Publishing Corp., 24 West 
40th St., New York 18, N. Y., also ‘publishers 
of Water Works Engineering, Sewage 
Industrial Wastes Engineering, etc. Sub 
scription price: U. S., Latin America and 
Canada, $3.00 a year; Foreign, $4.00; Single 
copies, 35c. Member of Audit Bureau of 
Circulations and Associated Business Papers, 
Inc. {Entered as second class matter April 15, 
1929, at the Post Office at New York, N. Y., 
under Act of March 3, 1879. {Contents of this 
issue copyrighted, 1950, by Case-Shepperd-Mann 
Publishing Corp. President and Advertising 
Director, Kant M. Mann; Vice-President and 
General ~~» -o I. Hensert Case; Secretary 
and Editorial Director, Frep SHeprerp; Assis 
tant Advertising Director, Watrex H. Frep- 
r1cKs; Eastern Representative, ALFRED J. 
Hovcuton; Advertising Manager, Wittiam J. 
GIBSON ; Circulation Manager, W. H. Torpnam. 
CHicaco OFFICE: S. CLevencer and L. M. 
Rocne, 8 So. Rochon St., Chicago 3, II1.; 
Sawn Francisco: CHARLes H. Woottey, 605 
Market Street, San Francisco 5, Calif.; Los 
ANGELES: AvuGust Havurix, 6000 Miramonte 
Pop Angeles 1, Calif. {Printed in U.S.A. 
U.S.A. 
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When a Fire Hose is "FULL CABLED," it means that every cord used in 
its construction is built up like the illustration below taken from a magnified 
yarn. Sixty cotton rovings are spun into yarn numbers. Five numbers 
twisted into strands. Three strands into a cord, and four cords into the 
final cable. Wherever great strength, flexibility, durability and reliance 
are needed, you will find cabled construction; such as in all rope and 
even steel cable. Each thread of cabled yarn takes proportional strain; 
impossible with plain yarn which twist up the sixty yarn numbers and let 
it go at that. 


e KEYSTONE e 


FULL CABLED FULL TWILL WOVEN GENUINE WAX AND PARA GUM TREATED HEAVY DUTY FIRE HOSE 
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FABRIC FIRE HOSE CO. 
1869 SANDY HOOK, CONN. 1950 
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BEAN HIGH-PRESSURE FOG made quick 
work of fire in this downtown Manas- 
quan, N. J., store. Most of the $900 loss 
was due to fire and smoke. Water dam- 
age was negligible. 
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BEAN High-Pressure Fog 
li a | z 
imits loss to $900! 

) —— A b | J a3" N ao HAD a head start on a downtown Manas- 

/ i Ta 


quan, N. J., store. 


Things looked bad by the time the local fire 
department arrived with four pumpers, one ladder 
truck and its new John Bean High-Pressure Fog 
Fire Fighter. Pumps were placed . . . hose lines 
laid. Bug they were not needed. E 


The new Bean High-Pressure Fog Fire Fighter, 
carrying its own water supply, beat the other 
trucks to the draw. High-Pressure Fog extinguished 
the fire before they could draw a drop of water. 


Thanks to this remarkable fire fighter, a would- 
be disaster was held to a $900 loss. Amazing, yes! § B, 
But Bean Fire Fighters are duplicating this per- 
formance every day throughout the country. 





THE FINEST in fire protection! 435-gal. tank—60 G.P.M. at 850-Ib. Assure your town of maximum protection with 
pressure—2 hose lines, each 250 ft.—choice of 2- to 4-ton chassis. minimum fire loss. Write today for a fully illus- 
trated booklet on modern, John Bean fire protection. chre 





rich 

not 

RE FOG FIRE FIGHTER | °: 

HIGH-PRESSU > 

CAN BE MOUNTED ON MOST STANDARD TRUCK CHASSIS der 

FOOD MACHINERY AND CHEMICAL CORPORATION 4 

JOHN BEAN DIVISION, DEPT. 126, LANSING 4, MICH. © JOHN BEAN DIVISION (WESTERN), 409 JULIAN ST., SAN JOSE, CALIF. an 
ext 


BUILDERS OF BEAN HIGH-PRESSURE PUMPS FOR OVER 60 YEARS | - 
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End protection at work, reducing 
hose costs for three departments 


B. F. Goodrich end protection stops blowouts, 
adds years to hose life 


HREE departments fought this hotel 

fire in Ocean City, New Jersey. All 
three were equipped with B. F. Good- 
rich fire hose. Because of end protection, 
not one single length of B. F. Goodrich 
fire hose has ever failed in the coupling 
area. Here’s what this can mean to your 
department: 

An added ply —End protection is 
an added ply of hard woven cords that 
extends back 12” from the coupling. 

Adds 100% more strength —Coup- 
ling and uncoupling to hydrant or truck 
sometimes twist or strain hose. Pulsa- 


tions from water pressure flex the hose. 
End protection is a reinforcement; isn’t 
weakened by these actions. Coupling 
area is strengthened 100%. 

An extra cushion for coupling — 
Applying a coupling sometimes cuts or 
weakens ordinary hose. The “bite” of 
the expansion ring can cause hose 
threads to tear away from coupling. 
End protection acts as an extra cushion; 
takes the thrust of ring against tube. 

Coiling doesn’t damage — Rolling 
ordinary hose around coupling strains 
hose cords, can eventually weaken hose 


to cause a blowout. B. F. Goodrich end 
protection reinforces tube near coup- 
ling — tube is undamaged by coiling, 
rolling, kinking. 

B. F. Goodrich end protection (iden- 
tified by bright red ends) is a premium 
feature that costs you no more. A new 
catalog is yours for the asking. Call your 
BFG fire hose distributor, or write Te 
B. F. Goodrich Company, Industrial and 
General Products Division, Akron, O. 


B.E Goodrich 


We shall appreciate your mentioning Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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“SEVILLE SE RE ASE 


BLACKINTON 
Is Represented 
In WASHINGTON 










The heart of our country is the United States Capitol building 
where our senators and representatives work out the laws under 
which we live. The protection of these men and of the Capitol 
building itself is the duty of the Capitol Police. Naturally 

the finest equipment is necessary to meet the standards of 

this unit. 


We are proud to say Blackinton Badges are carried by every 
man on the force. Does your department badge measure 
up to Blackinton standards? 







BLACKINTON 


V. H. BLACKINTON & CO. INC., ATTLEBORO FALLS, MASS. 








Write direct for latest circular and prices, or see your dealer 
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mE of the Borough of Madison, N. J., the 
Hartley Dodge Memorial is an outstanding ex- 
ample of municipal building design, construction 
and equipment. From its Council Chamber, in which 
are housed varied and costly objects of art and 
museum pieces—such as a desk used by Abraham 
Lincoln—to the opulent bronze doors at every out- 
side entrance, there is unmistakable evidence that 
only the finest will do. And when new fire apparatus 
was recently ordered, the choice was a Mack. 
There is sound cause why Macks are so widely 
regarded as the finest in fire apparatus. Each detail 
of craftsmanship, every example of design testifies 
to the quality of Mack construction and to the rea- 
sons for Mack leadership in performance, dependa- 
bility and durability. 
When planning the purchase of new fire appara- 
tus, remember that “next best” isn’t good enough. 


MACK MANUFACTURING CORPORATION 


Fire Apparatus Division 
Long Island City 1, N.Y. 


Will dee 






‘. 


+> 2 
4 
= 
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Mack Type 505, 500 gpm triple combination 
pumper recently delivered to the Borough of Madison, N.J. 


Only the finest will do the best job for your fire 
fighters when lives and property are at stake. Have 
your Mack representative demonstrate fully why de- 
partments in over 1,000 communities rely on Macks. 


Be Performance-Wise 


...outlasts them all! 





Factory branches and distributors for 
service and parts in all principal cities. 
in Canada: Mack Trucks of Canada, Ltd. 
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8376 


TRIPLE COMBINATION PUMPERS—500 TO 2000 GPM..SQUAD AND HOSE CARS..AERIAL, CITY SERVICE AND QUADRUPLE COMBINATION LADDER TRUCKS 
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PLANT OF McQUAY-NORRIS MANUFACTURING CO., ST. LOUIS, MO. 


PROTECTED CZzomazically » NDI 


’ ; 
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Typical of hundreds of progressive in- 
dustrial organizations throughout the 
country, this nationally known auto- 
motive parts manufacturing concern 
employs a combination of ADT Central 
Station Services to provide complete 


automatic protection for its plant. 


SPRINKLER SUPERVISORY 
AND WATERFLOW ALARM SERVICE 


for sprinklered buildings 


AERO AUTOMATIC FIRE 
DETECTION AND ALARM SERVICE 
for unsprinklered buildings 


BURGLAR ALARM SERVICE 
for doors, windows, vaults 


relate Ma-taiellam atl lil-iaels)(-Mela-tel; 


These and other ADT Automatic Pro- 
tection Services are available in all 
principal cities to prov ide business es- 
tablishments, large and small, with bet- 
ter protection at lower cost. 


Controlled Companies f 


AMERICAN DISTRICT TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
155 Sixth Avenue . . New York 13, N.Y. 
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FROM ONLY ONE NOZZLE... 
DIFFERENT KINDS of DISCHARGE / 


WITH THE 


LATEST ROCKWOOD STANDARD SG-48 NOZZLE 


GIVES YOU: 


TYPE a FOAM 1 High Velocity WaterFOG 


2 Solid Water Stream 


EXTENSION UNIT 3 bow Velocity WaterFOG 
PLUS NEW FOAM FEATURES 
4 FogFOAM 


Standard Type $G-48 Rockwood WaterFOG Nozzle. 5 Solid FOAM Stream 
Simply remove the high velocity fog tip and insert the 
new type FF’ FOAM Extension into the bayonet joint. 


— ) = en) 


New LIGHTweight Rockwood type FF’ FOAM Exten- 
sion. When inserted into the SG-48 Nozzle, Fog- 
FOAM is discharged thru lower discharge head with 
Nozzle valve handle in “fog” position, When valve 
handle is in “solid stream” position, solid FOAM 
stream is discharged thru long upper barrel. 
























Already famous for giving ordinary water greater fire 
extinguishing punch, Rockwood’s Triple-Action type SG-48 
WaterFOG Nozzle has now become a 5 way fire fighting 
nozzle. Two new features have been added to it by means of 
another exclusive Rockwood development: (1) FogFOAM and 
(2) solid FOAM stream. ‘ 


These new features are available thru a practical new device 
known as the Rockwood Type “FF” FOAM Extension unit. 
These are now ready for use with Rockwood Nozzles on %”, 
1”, or 1%” fire hose lines. Shortly, they will be available for 
212” hose lines. 





Combined with our standard nozzle, it makes the Rockwood 

Type SG-48 a real all-purpose Nozzle that will handle any 

type of fire in ordinary combustibles, flammable liquids or ] High Velocity WaterFOG and 2 a solid water 

materials that can be extinguished with water alone or water stream is discharged from this SG-48 Nozzle 
. , ie when used with plain water or with wetting agent 

mixed with FOAM Liquid. ined oth wotee. 

You will get more for your “fire department dollar” and in- 

crease your fire fighting efficiency if you order Rockwood’s 

Type SG-48 WaterFOG Nozzles complete with low velocity 

Extension Applicators and the new Type “FF” FOAM Extension 

units. Be sure to specify them, too, when you call for bids on 


your new fire trucks. 3 

Rockwood new Double Strength Fast-Flow Fluid FOAM Liquid 3 Low Velocity WaterFOG is discharged from the standard 
can be automatically mixed with water and supplied to the Extension Applicator attached to the SG-48 Nozzle when used 
new “FF” Extension by means of the latest type of Rockwood with plain water or wetting agent (Rockwood “WET”) mixed 


FOAM Proportioning systems built into fire trucks. with water. 


Write for literature and prices. 





Note: Efficient use of the new type “FF” FOAM Extensions can 43 
be obtained only when used with Rockwood Nozzles. 56 — 


Portable Fire Protection Division 
ROCKWOOD SPRINKLER CO. 


54 HARLOW STREET WORCESTER 5, MASS. 









4 FogFOAM and 5 a solid FOAM stream is discharged thru 
the new type “FF” Extension attached to SG-48 Nozzle when 
Rockwood FOAM Liquid is mixed with water. 
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For three generations we have been building fire apparatus. We 
YOU CAN NEVER * have consistently stressed the fact that apparatus should be built to 


fit the job it has to do. Anything less is a waste of time and money. 
TELL HOW BIG So, we remind you again, buy apparatus BIG enough to do the job! 


YOUR NEXT FIRE We build a complete line of fine apparatus—pumpers from 500 to 
' 1250 gals.—squad and rescue trucks—all steel aerials, 65’—75’— 

WILL BE— 85’. Select the right truck for the job—and—select a MAXIM for 
dependability. 


FIRE ENGINEERING 





BUT, YOU CAN CHOOSE APPARATUS BIG ENOUGH To HANDLE ANY JOB 
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There are many different types of ALCO-LITE Aluminum 
Fire Ladders (one for every purpose), but they all have one 


feature in common: the highest possible standards of work- 


manship and en 


gineering. Insist on the original Aluminum 


Fire Ladder — specify ALCO-LITE on new trucks or for 


replacement of your old ladders. 


ALCO-LITE Type RL 


The Roof Ladder is light 
and easy to handle... can 
be used for bridging floors 
and roofs as well as for 
scaling. All aluminum ex- 
cept for folding hooks made 
from the finest forged steel. 


ALCO- 


D 


0 














ALUMINUM 
LADDERS 


LITE 


ei | 


fhe eae ae oe ae oe ollie 


Jt will help if you mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 














os eas 


| 
| 
I | 
| 











ALCO-LITE Type SL 


The Single Wall Ladder is 
a strong, useful ladder of 
extremely light weight. It 
is suitable for general fire- 
fighting and is especially 
handy for bridging floors. A 
desirable adjunct to every 
fire company’s scaling 
ecuinment, 


The Original Manufacturer 
of Aluminum Fire Ladders 
SINGLE WALL LADDERS - LIGHT-DUTY 
EXTENSION LADDERS - HEAVY-DUTY 
2, 3 AND 4-SECTION EXTENSION 
LADDERS - ROOF LADDERS - FOLDING 

LADDERS - 


CATALOG ON REQUEST 


PIKE POLES 
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THE Original 
Mackinaw Striped Safety Coat 


Reduces Accidents — Saves Lives 


Several years ago, Midwestern developed the original striped safety 
coat. The highly visible stripes are moulded to and vulcanized as 
part of the material. Thousands of Midwestern Safety Coats are 
serving fire departments throughout the world. Service records 
prove that these garments not only offer high safety visibility, but 
have the qualities required to withstand the rough usage required 
in your hazardous work of protecting life and property against fire. 


Please remember that Midwestern does not offer a safety coat with 
the stripes painted or sewed on. The original Midwestern Safety 
Coat will give you trouble-free protection and service for the entire 
life of the garment. /nsist on the original ! 


- PROTECTION 
- COMFORT 
- SERVICE 


Largely through superior quality, design, fabric texture and ad- 
vanced features, Midwestern is a leader in the field of firemen’s 
clothing. All Midwestern specialized protective clothing have been 
developed from long years of experience . . . and each detail of 
design adds to the service, comfort, convenience and long wear of 
the garment. 










Regardless of climate and performance demanded, you will find a 
fabric to exactly suit your needs in our vast selection of crude rubber 
and fabric materials. The softness and flexibility of the high-grade 
materials used is your assurance of long service and real protection. 
For full information on our complete line, see your Midwestern 
dealer. A letter to the factory will also bring you material samples 
for your inspection. 


MIDWESTERN MFG. CO., Mackinaw, Illinois 
Manufacturers of the Famous MACKINAW Coats 
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PIP 


= | ye ae 
aud Vertical Positions 


A brand new lightweight ladder pipe which makes possible a definite advance in 
fire-fighting technique, with full stream control in both lateral and vertical 
positions. 

Only 29 Ibs. in weight . . . one man can handle easily . . . has quick-acting 
attachment . . . has less friction loss . . . a removable stream straightener 
. . . also designed for remote control. 


This new Alfco unit increases the usefulness of all-steel aerial ladders as more 
efficient water towers. Write for fully illustrated literature. 





Headquarters for Complete Fire Department Supplies 


TRaoe Mann 
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HERE IS WHAT 


MEANS TO YOU AND YOUR CUSTOMERS... 


To Your Customers... 


DEPENDABLE FIRE PROTECTION AT ALL TIMES! 


To You coe 


AN UNLIMITED SALES POTENTIAL! 























id for the first time, 
Safe-T-Meter, Safety First’s revo- 
lutionary, new visual gauge fire 
extinguisher offers positive on- 
the-spot fire protection! Its easy- 
to-read dial tells its status at a 
glance . . . eliminates the danger 
of an empty extinguisher when 
fire strikes! Available in 2% and 
4 lb. models, Safe-T-Meter 
weighs so little and is so easy 
to operate that even a child can use it. Economical, too, 
because Safe-T-Meter’s sturdy, precision built construction 
lasts a lifetime .. . its highly effective Safety First dry 
chemical is inexpensive to replace. Write now for complete 
information! 








SAFE-T-METER 
FEATURES! 


B-2, C-2 Underwriters’ Rating 
Pressure Gauge Tells Status Of 
Extinguisher At A Glance 
+ Can Be Used intermittently 
On-The-Spot Refilling 
No Tools Required 








NEW RECHARGE CYLINDER 
MAKE PRESSURIZING EASY! 





Write for information about the com- 
plete line of Safety First Ory Chemical 
Extinguishers. They ronge if size from 
5 tbs. to 25 Ibs. 

Just follow simple direc- 


tions on recharge cylin- | 
der label . . . No tools 

or technical knowledge GMa: 

is needed. When cylin- 

der is expended return to | nitrogen / 
your Safe-T-Meter dealer cylinder 


for replacement. 
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no divided responsibility 


THE SEAGRAVE CORPORATION 
Columbus, Ohio 
Bickie-Seagrave, Ltd., Woodstock, Ont. 


NAMI iN FIRE LPPARATUS 


It will help if you mention Firm ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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THIS IS AMERICA’S LARGEST SELLING WARNING SIGNAL LIGHT 


THERE ISN'T ANOTHER LIGHT LIKE IT 


THE MARS SIGNAL LICHT 


is the only OSCILLATING warning signal light that FLASHES a POWERFUL | 
FIGURE 8 beam of red light—a mile ahead of your apparatus—from building line to 
building line—and hundreds of feet into the air. This POWERFUL FIGURE 8 BEAM 
of red light can be plainly seen by traffic APPROACHING intersections ahead of 
you LONG BEFORE you reach the crossing. Motorists everywhere recognize THIS light. 


am eon oe ant _ 


iT 1S FULLY GUARANTEED FOR FIVE YEARS! 
Mars Has Never Failed to Back Up This Guarantee and Never Will 






IN USE ON THOUSANDS OF FIRE APPARATUS 
NN AND OFFICERS’ 

a > CARS FROM COAST TO COAST 

19a 


wy, ’ IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


MARS SIGNAL LIGHT CO. *”ciicscoi 


Insist on MARS when you order New Equipment—lInstall it on Present Equipment 


IT WILL LAST AS LONG AS YOUR APPARATUS 
ALSO USED BY MANY OF AMERICA’S LEADING RAILROADS 


Please mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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No place for a pressure burst! 


Tough fires demand rugged fire hose! 


You can’t fight tough fires with tired hose! Maybe a 
bucket brigade could handle a small fire if hose burst 
under pressure. But it’s smarter to have plenty of BWH 
Fire Hose on the truck . . . then you're ready for quick 
action with no breakdowns! 


BWH originated circular woven cotton jackets for fire 
hose . .. a construction that gives strength without weight. 
BWH high-quality rubber tubes are specially compounded 
to resist aging. Flat cured to fold compactly and quickly 


Bw iH 


JACKET” HOSE PARAMOUNT” HOSE 


OSTON FIRE 


Double Jacket Double Jacket 


Heavier, stronger fibers, perfect 
adhesion, smooth, friction-resistant veil, r J 
waterway. Rates tops in every test! a withstands high pressures. 


Distributors of famous 


‘ BOSTON WOVEN HOSE AND RUBBER CO. 
Municipal Fire Hose 


We shall 


ae for easy handling and 
service on tough jobs. Ages 


THE 


NEW YORK °* 


in the truck bed, there’s minimum twist and maximum 
flexibility for rapid advancement. 


For detailed information on BWH Fire Hose, call the 
nearest representative of The General Detroit Corpora- 
tion. The “General” trademark is easy to find in the 
classified section of your telephone directory and a call to 
this organization of acknowledged fire equipment experts 
will bring you impressive facts about BWH Fire Hose 
dependability. 


BWH 
NDERWRITERS” HOSE 


et Single or Double Jacket 

performance Made in strict accordance with the 

a light serv- National Board of Fire Underwriters’ 
specifications. Labeled or unlabeled. 


For long, troubl. 
in communities w 
ice hose is adequate. 


GENERAL DETROIT CORP. 


DETROIT 7, MICHIGAN 
ATLANTA * CHICAGO * 








DALLAS 
Subsidiary: 
THE GENERAL PACIFIC CORP. 


LOS ANGELES * SAN FRANCISCO * SEATTLE 
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RESIDENTIAL AREAS 
NEED 





FIRE 
Destroys 
ANNUALLY 
11,000 


Human Lives 


700 Millions 
of Dollars 
in 
Property Values 
and 
FIRES 
IN 
DWELLINGS 


Cause 





“_ 
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24 of the 
Life 
4 of the 


Loss 


Property Loss 














A fire alarm box, accessible from every home, 


IS ESSENTIAL PROTECTION. 


Write for Pamphlet 
“Checking the Fire Alarm System’’ 


THE GAMEWELL COMPANY 


Newton Upper Falls 64, Massachusetts 


For visibility, boxes should 



























be mounted on pedestals with 


In Canada: Northern Electric Company, Ltd., Belleville, Ontario 
indicating lights on top. 
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South Amboy Blitz Over a month has ter-conscious counsellors who have helped to create 


elapsed since the 
waterfront area of the 
Amboys in New Jersey, was blitzed, killing thirty- 
two persons and causing property damage of over 
$7% million—time enough to enable an interested 
fire service to draw some cogent conclusions, even 
if the formal reports of the catastrophe are not yet 
released by Government and Underwriters’ author- 
ities. 


Shows Need for Planning 


To those who base conclusions on the editorials 
and accounts in the newspapers, and in some of the 
reports issued by welfare and other agencies that 
functioned following the blast, the occasion calls 
for bouquets. To others, who reach behind these 
accounts and seek the uncolored facts, brickbats 
rather than bouquets are in order. Somewhere in 
between these extremes no doubt lies the truth. 


It is easy for any person to get a thrill when they 
see fire apparatus and emergency equipment roar- 
ing into a stricken area, with its trained personnel 
ready to brave death and further destruction .in the 
race to save life and property. And that is what 
newsmen and thousands of citizens saw on that 
Friday night of May 19. True, there was swift 
mobilization of various arms of local government 
and every variety of volunteer assistance sprang to 
the responsibility, but to many who were on the 
ground and had a hand in affairs, and who have 
been through similar blitzes, there wasn’t quite the 
swift and orderly direction that had been claimed 
in the daily press. In some instances, quite the 
reverse. 


As we have said, all the reports are not released ; 
all facts are not known. But from available evi- 
dence, while undoubtedly there was speed aplenty, 
there might have been considerably more orderli- 
ness, and greater coordination, particularly at the 
outset. 


This statement is no reflection upon a single unit 
or single member of the fire or other emergency 
services that were the first into the fray. Well 
indeed could the news writers rhapsodize over their 
efforts. They heard the alarms; the broadcast 
police calls for help, bearing the seals of official- 
dom; they heard the commercial newscasters blast- 
ing the air with pleas; and they took off for South 
Amboy. So did the thrill and curiosity seekers, by 
the thousands. 


What the newsgatherers, and many of the disas- 





New Jersey’s preparedness programs, failed to 
grasp was the dangerous futility of this action, call 
it mobilization or what you will. 

Just how many communities in New Jersey ana 
other states dispatched fire and other rescue ser- 
vices during this episode is as yet unknown and 
may never be known. Some of them never got 
near South Amboy. Some of them bogged down 
en route. Others, using judgment, turned around 
and headed back for home without ever reporting 
to anyone in charge. Still others, finding nobody 
in authority to whom to report, did what they 
could, and likewise returned to their home stations. 

Just how many of the emergency fire units that 
took to the anything but open road, heeding the 
plea of police broadcasts for ‘‘all possible fire trucks 
in the area” isn’t as important as how many shoved 
off leaving their own vital community areas un- 
protected and uncovered. 

It was a repetition of some phases of the New 
England disaster; of the Rimouski conflagration 
and, to lesser degree, of the Palisades Park, N. J., 
holocaust all over again, so far as the response of 
outside aid is concerned. The aid came, more 
than could be used in fact, much of it aid of the 
wrong sort, from the wrong places, and without 
clear-cut direction and authority. So much is 
known. But how many communities which dis- 
patched aid in the fever pitch of excitement, of 
eagerness to help a neighbor in distress, permitted 
their sole fire protection facilities to leave town 
without providing substitute protective coverage 
will perhaps remain a mystery. 

This nation is now in the process of preparing 
for civilian defense. The nature of the blow which 
struck the New Jersey community, if nothing else, 
points to the need for proper and immediate cen- 
tralization of authority in serious emergencies ; 
the need for a centralized control and direction 
of operations which will not only evaluate 
any disaster, and will order mobilization of the 
adequate forces to meet it but, fully. as important, 
will see to it that the mobilizing of such forces 
does not deplete or strip other vital areas of all 
their protection. In short, somebody has got to 
keep an eye not alone on the pinpointed afflicted 
area, but upon the broad areas from which reserve 
strength is dispatched to the troubled scene. 
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FIRE ENGINEERING 


Firebug Touches Off Warehouse 
Causing 4-11 Blaze in Chicago 


City’s Worst Fire in Eighteen Months; 


Causes 


A FOUR-ALARM fire of incendiary 


origin in a five-story Chicago, IIl., paper 
warehouse was described as the city’s 
worst in a year and a half by Fire Com 
Michael J. Corrigan 

moved in 


missioner 


\rson 


investigators soon 
after flames were extinguished and be- 
gan what City Fire Attorney Earl 
Downes described a month later as 
‘Chicago's most extensive arson in 


vestigation in history.” No. suspects 
have beet taken into custody but 
Downes is confident of an arrest soon 

The $850,000 blaze which attracted 
nearly 40,000 spectators to Chicago's 
waterfront area near the Loop raced 
through a warehouse occupied by the 
Container Corporation of America at 
421-431 East North Water Street on 
Chicago's Neat North Side The fire 
was only a few hundred yards from 
Chicago’s famous Outer Drive 

lhe five-story warehouse with base 
ment was of brick mill type construc 
tion Built in 1869, it was 120 feet long 


and 216 feet deep 
and 


It had 90,000 square 


feet of space was unsprinklered 
Fire officials did not know whether or 
not the building was insured 
Exposures offered comparatively little 
difficulty and firemen kept the flames 


from communicating to nearby buildings 
also occupied by the 
tion he fire buiding was fronted by 
railroad tracks and East North 


Container Corpora 


narrow 


By PAUL C. DITZEL 


$850,000 Damage 





Five-Story Warehouse of Container Corporation of America Erupts as Chicago Firemen 
Summoned by a 4-11 Alarm Lay in Additional Lines. Note the Complete Lack of Windows 
and Other Ventilating Devices on This West Wall of the Fire Building 


Water Street. 
cago River. 


In the rear was the Chi- 


“It was the worst kind of fire to fight 





Water Tower 2 Takes a Smoke Beating as It Operates Mast and Deck Pipes with 134-Inch Tips. 
Engine 98, First Arriving Engine Company Operates a 2!/2-Inch Line in Front of Tower 2 


because we couldn’t get at it,” said Fire 
Commissioner Corrigan, who was in 
charge of the fire. “There were no win- 


dows in the two end walls of the build- 
ing.” 
Flames were discovered at 2:19 


o'clock Saturday afternoon, April 22, in 
the southwest corner of the first floor 
and basement by a plant watchman. He 
immediately ran to nearby Box 812, at 
400 East North Water Street, and trans 
mitted the alarm to the City fire alarm 


office. 

Engine 98, commanded by Acting 
Lieut. Edward C. Schroenhamer, was 
first to arrive. The pumper had been 


drilling at Engine 11's quarters several 
blocks from the fire when the alarm was 
received. Normally Engine 98 would 
be second due engine. Engine 98 took 
a hand line up a loading platform and 
attempted to work their stream through 
warehouse doors and into the first floor 
Sut heat and flame drove them back. 

Second Battalion Chief Peter Gleason, 
first due chief, found the building en 
veloped in flame when he arrived. He 


ordered his driver to pull a 2-11 from 
Box 812. The second alarm was re 
ceived at 2:21 p.m.—two minutes afte 


the first alarm. Chief Gleason ordered 
a 3-11 four minutes later at 2:25 p.m 
and followed this with a 4-11 at 2:2¢ 
p.m. 


No Delay in Transmitting Alarm 


The fact that there was no delay in 
transmitting the initial alarm and 


call- 
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One of Chicago's Two New Fireboats, the Joseph Madill, Gets Its Baptism Under Fire as It 

Operates Tower and Deck Guns with Two and Three-Inch Tips in the Rear of the Flaming 

Warehouse. Note the Huge Billboard Atop the Warehouse. The Sign Crashed to the Ground 
Soon After This Picture, Taken Exclusively for FIRE ENGINEERING, Was Snapped 


ing for subsequent alarms gives testi- 
mony to the fire’s headstart. 

Flames and black smoke erupted from 
windows and doors of the warehouse. 
Smoke settled along the lakefront at 
the mouth of the Chicago River. Four 
boxcars in the north side of the burn- 
ing building at first impeded firemen 


but were later removed. Six semi- 
trailer trucks s!so were removed from 
a loading platform. 

Chief Fire Marshal Anthony J. Mul- 


laney narrowly escaped injury when a 
portion of the west wall fell within 
three feet of him. Firemen experienced 
some difficulty in laying hose lines 
across the many railroad tracks in the 
front of the building. When lines were 
laid, pumpers had difficulty with the 
water pressure because of the small 
mains in the area. Some pumpers took 
draft from the nearby river, and one 
pumper operated from a cistern. 

The first alarm and the 2-11 brought 
two of the city’s new fireboats. En- 


gine 37, the Joseph Medill, responded 
on the box alarm and Engine 42, the 
Fred A. Busse, came on the 2-11. It 


was the first actual baptism under fire 
for the city’s two new boats and accord- 
ing to Chief Fire Marshal Mullaney, the 
boats operated “perfectly.” 

Fire operations were complicated be- 
cause of the lack of any sort of ventila- 
tion on the east and west sides of the 
fre building. Only means of attack 
were from the front, rear and roof. But 
Commissioner Corrigan ordered firemen 
off the f soon after he arrived. 

The rear of the building was located 
along the Chicago River waterfront and 
it was here the fireboats proved their 
mettle 

Engine 37 nosed into the fire 50 feet 
away from the building and operated 
two and three-inch tips on its tower 
and deck guns Engine 37, which 
pumped at 175 pounds engine pressure, 
worked 22 hours and 20 minutes at the 
fire. The boat also used 700 feet of 31%4- 
inch hose. 

Engine 41 used three-inch tips on 
its deck guns after it took a position 
100 feet away from the building. This 


root 


boat used 500 feet of 3%-inch hose and 
worked at 185 pounds engine pressure 
for six hours. 

Several times during the fire Commis- 
sioner Corrigan gave orders to the 
boats, via police department two-way 
radio, to take up different locations as 
the rear walls appeared in danger of 
collapse. 

The roof of the building collapsed at 
3:20 p.m., an hour after the first alarm. 
\ portion of the west wall, 100 feet 
wide, fell a few minutes later. After the 
fire was extinguished, only the north 
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wall of the building remained standing 
and this later was battered down. 

A huge electric sign advertising the 
Santa Fe Railroad’s passenger service, 
60 feet high and 210 feet long, burned 
loose from its supports atop the build- 
ing and plunged to the ground near the 
fireboats. The police radio had warned 
the fireboats of the impending collapse 
of the sign and the boats had been 
moved out of danger. 

The 19 engines which responded to 
the blaze laid in 46 lines of various 
sizes. There were 25 streams played 
on the fire. 

Twelve engine companies changed 
quarters and moved up into the fire area 
left open by the 4-11 response. Three 
hook and ladders and one _ battalion 
chief also moved up into vacant fire sta- 
tions. Fortunately there were no other 
serious fires sounded during the ware- 
house blaze. 

Water Tower 2 operated its mast and 
deck pipes with 134-inch tips on both 
pipes. Tower 2 took a position in the 
front of the building, while Water 
Tower 3 operated basket and deck pipes, 
also with 134-inch tips on the west side 
of the warehouse. 

High Pressure Wagon 2 operated its 
turret gun on the west side of the build- 
ing, while Pressure Wagon 3, also on 
the west, assisted Water Tower 3. 
Squad 1 worked its turret gun, and one 
engine company operated a stream in- 
to the fire from the roof of a building 
across the street from the warehouse. 

There was 10,700 feet of 2%-inch 
hose, 10,250 feet of 3-inch hose, and 
2,850 feet of 34-inch hose used in bring- 
ing the flames under control. 

Light Wagons 1 and 2 worked at the 
fire, as darkness approached, and illumi- 
nated the ruins as firemen wet down 
smouldering embers. Fire Department 
Ambulance 11, which responded on the 


(Continued on page 552) 





When the Chicago Warehouse Fire Was at Its Height 
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FIRE ENGINEERING 


Fire Service Ladders and 
Their Use—Part Ill 


Ladder Standards—Types of Fire Service 
Ladders and Their Construction 


Editor's Note: This, the third install- 
ment of the series of articles on ladders 
and ladder operations and evolutions, 
deals with the fundamentals of stand- 
ards for fire department ladders, and the 
prevailing types and kinds of such lad- 
ders. Previous chapters covered “A 
Glossary of Ladder Terms” (May Fire 
ENGINEERING), and “A History of Fire 
Service Ladders” (June issue). 


The following text is complete with 
one noticeable exception: that is the 
omission of certain descriptive and other 
data concerning the all-metal ground 
ladders of the magnesium type. 


This omission is due to the inability 
to secure the requisite authoritative en- 
gineering and other information on this 
classification of ladders. It is expected 
that these data will shortly be ready, 
after which they will be made available 
to readers. 


Lappers used by the fire service, 
because of the nature of the work they 
must perform and the life hazards in- 
volved, should measure up to the most 
exacting standards of quality and ma- 
terial used, and workmanship. 

Ladders that may conform to the best 
commercial standards will not neces- 
sarily serve for the exacting fire depart- 


By ROI B. WOOLLEY 


As with preceding installments, no at- 
tempt is made herein to credit the many 
authorities and others who have con- 
tributed to this treatise. Contributed 
photographs and other pictures used in 
this and later chapters will, of course, 
be acknowledged as used, and where 
advisable certain reference material will 
be annotated, but the many members of 
the fire service and representatives of 
the ladder manufacturers who have so 
generously cooperated with the author 
will not be listed until the concluding 
installment. —— acknowledgement is 
paid to Mr. Hugh Walker, Manager, 
Motor Fire Apparatus Sales Engineer- 
ing, American-LaFrance-Foamite Cor- 
poration, Elmira, N. Y., for all photos 
and drawings used in Part III. 

Again, readers are invited to submit 
to the author their comments or criti- 
cisms of this text; where advisable, 
these will eventually be published. 


ment needs and operations. For this 
reason, only ladders of approved types, 
built by recognized and responsible fire 
apparatus and equipment manufacturers, 
should be specified for the fire service.’ 

For the benefit of those who desire 
to specify certain details of materials 
and construction in ordering fire depart- 
ment ladders it may be well to preface 





Left Photo: Aluminum Pirsch Ladders. Left, Single Section and Right, Three-Section. Note 
Extension Ladder Is Designed to Use the Fly Sections Above or on Top of the Butt Section. 
All Metal Ladders Are Designed to Be Raised with Fly Over or Away from Building 


Right Photo: Left: Seagrave Trussed Single Ladder. Right: Seagrave Trussed Two Section. 
Note Fly Section Is Under Butt, Which Is Proper for This Construction with Rungs in Top 
Beam of Side Rail 


our chapter on ladder types and design, 
and construction with a glossary of lad- 
der definitions.* 


Ladder Definitions—Wood 


Wood Parts: All wood parts of a 
ladder other than metal or non-wood 
materials. 

Wood Defect: A wood defect is any 
irregularity in or on wood that may 
lower its durability, strength, or utility 
value. 


Cross Grain: Cross grain (slope of 
grain) is a deviation of the fibre from a 
line parallel to the sides of the pieces. 
Cross grain may be diagonal, spiral or 
both. Cross grain is limited in terms 
of its slope, which is established as the 
distance along the sides of the piece in 
which a deviation of grain of 1 inch 
occurs. For example, cross grain with 
a slope of 1 in 12 means that im a dis- 
tance of 12 inches the grain deviates 1 
inch from the edge of the piece. The 
slope of grain shall be measured over a 
distance which will assure the deter- 
mination of the general slope of the 
grain not influenced by short local de- 
viations. 

Knot: A knot is a branch or limb, 
embedded in the tree and cut through 
in the process of lumber manufacture; 
classified according to size, quality and 
occurrence. The size of the knot is 
determined as the average diameter on 
the surface of the piece. 


1The American fire service has never had uni- 
versal standards to cover the manufacture of fire 
department ladders of all types. Excellent stand- 
ards covering wood type ladders for general use 
have been established in the “American Standard 
Safety Code for Wood Ladders” (Approved April 
2, 1948), by the American Standard Association, 
but these do not apply in every respect to fire 
service ladders. Certain fundamental information 
bearing upon ladder strength and construction has 
been published by the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture, Forest Service, Forest Service Products 
Laboratory and by the International Association 
of Fire Chiefs, as well as by individual fire ladder 
manufacturers, but thus far, there is no uniform 
agreement hetween members of the fire service 
and ladder manufacturers on ladder design, con- 
struction or operation. The opinions expressed in 
this treatise do not necessarily represent the view- 
point of all these interests, nor should the data 
contained in this and other chapters of this 
treatise be considered as any attempt to establish 
this material as such standards. owever, mem- 
bers of the fire service seeking some sound basis 
upon which to measure ladder quality and pre- 
pare specifications may rely upon this material— 
at least until the fire service adopts and pro- 
mulgates somé official standards. 

It should be mentioned that in the past a num- 
ber of larger fire departments have built their 
own ladders, to their own standards and speci- 
fications. During and following World War II, 
however, the difficulty in securing satisfactory 
materials (largely wood) has resulted in the pur- 
chase of more ladders from manufacturers—and 
an increase in the use of the metal types. 





*Adapted from American Standard Safety Code 
for Wood Ladders (approved April 2, 1948). 
Definitions of materials used in metal ladders are 
purposely omitted from this chapter. 
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= 20° Angle of Gran -m ™ nina, Sat a 5 oye between 
/ | A the beams. e other has rungs set in 
Ro! Meoet, Metco! Go/7s wr f beam member. The first two ladders 
—f— hun SSeS a) —S—= .-—? are placed with th¢ trussed side away 
—— __—— — . 7 f i from the building, while the latter is 
~~ K 3 ; placed with the trussed side toward the 
rs ¥ iW fir ; $- fl building.* 
——s oes SS ES There are three types of metal ladders: 
Ss a SS a — (1) aluminum alloy; (2) steel alloy and 
\ NX White Sprce ~ Strangh? ohare _ (3) magnesium alloy. At present, mag- 
ee Boss ut Sara Ss nesium alloy ladders are built in limited 
sizes only and have only been recently 
introduced to the fire service. Their 
oo -_ _———- performance and characteristic data are 
— dol Lol y not yet available. 
—— = Loot L _- =e il eee The beam of a wood pompier ladder* 
sign, Trussed Wooden Ladder Using Spacer Blocks Between Rails. Truss Blocks Carry the Ladder Rungs = — vas peony — peggy fe 
lad- . which is embedded and extends com- 
Pitch Pocket: A pitch pocket is a both beams of solid material either pletely around the beam, while the rungs 
well-defined opening between Tings of wood or metal, with rungs set in center are made either of hickory or second 
annual growth, usually containing, or of beams. Wood is predominately used growth ash. The hook is generally con- 
which has contained, more or less pitch, in beam ladders although some short structed of plow steel. 
of q gtither solid or liquid. Bark also may be beam ladders are built. The beams of the wood collapsible, or 
vood present in the pocket. There is a variety of design in trussed folding ladder, are made of spruce with 
Shake: A shake is a separation along ladders. Some are made with beams hickory rungs. Most metal ladders of 
any the grain, most of which occurs between and truss members of equal size while this type are made of aluminum alloy. 
may § the rings of annual growth. _ others are made with beam members Aerial ladders are built both of wood 
‘lity Check: A check is a separation across. larger than the truss members. Rungs and metal, and a combination of both. 
the grain of the wood. may be set directly into the beam while In the wood types, both base and fly 
7 Wane: Wane is bark, or the lack of in other types the rungs are set into ladders are usually the solid beam type, 
ma wood from any cause, on the corner of blocks or spacers mounted between oe 
ces a piece. . rs ; beam and truss members. : *Fire Chiefs Handbook ; California, State ee 
| of Decay: Decay is disintegration of There are three recognized types of ee ck gee 1947), and other 
cal wood substance due to action of wood trussed ladders in use in the fire service 7 , 
"the ee fungi. Also known as dote at the present time: two have the rungs ‘Pompier ladders are also made of metal. 
: and rot. 
ach _Compression Failure: A compression 
with failure is a deformation of the fibres due 
dis- to excessive compression along . the 
os 1 Stain. This deformation takes the form 
The of buckling of the fibres. 
rs Compression Wood: Compression 
tere wood is an abnormal growth occurring 
the § 1 soft-woods and is characterized by 
de- relatively wide annual rings, usually ec- 
centric, and a comparatively large pro- 
- portion of summerwood (usually 50 per 
ail cent or more) which merges into the 
gn springwood without exhibiting a marked 
te contrast in color. 
= Low Density: Low-density wood is 
8 § that which is exceptionally light in 
on § weight for its species. 
ai Classification and Description 
fire of Ladders 
and- 
Se Fire department ladders are of six 
pril general types, as follows: (1) Straight 
wall ladder; (2) Extension ladder, 
tion known as Bangor ladder when equipped 
has with poles); (3) Roof ladder; (4) Pom- 
= pier (scaling) ladder; (5) Folding (col- 
siete lapsible or attic) ladder; and (6) Aerial 
ider ladder. 
orm Types 1 and 2 are usually known as 
aad Ground Ladders as they are generally 
in raised with butts on the ground. Types 
ew- 3, 4 and 5 are known as Portable Lad- 
a ders because of their convenience in 
lish carrying inside buildings and upon roofs. 
em- Type 6 is a permanently fixed, mechani- 
a cally operated ladder, usually mounted 
. upon apparatus and operated from the 
IFO same. There are also several variations Upper Left: Douglas Fir Side Rail with 40 Diameter Enlargement to Show Cellular Construc- 
of the above types designed for specific tion of Wood. Dark Lines Are Summer Growth and Light Section, Spring or Winter Growth 
oie a ong , Lower Left: View of End of Main Rail of Fly Ladder on Wood Aerial Ladder. Grain with 
eci- There are three types of ladders from \faximum Number of Summer Growth (Dark Lines) Bears on Top and Bottom Edges for 
Il, the standpoint of material used in ladder Minimum Wear and Prevents Grain Separation from Roller Action 
ory construction: (1) Wooden ladders; (2) - ‘ . " The D H 
ure Metal ladders, and (3) Wood and Metal Upper Right: Twenty Diameter Enlargement of Section of Doug as Fir. e Dense Heavy 
ind combined. Areas Are Summer Wood, Where Maximum Density and Strength Exists. The Light Areas Are 
There are two general types of design- Spring Wood or Winter Growth. The Cells in the Spring bse poe reer ae Cells 
de construction found in fire department Contain the Natural Resins and Oils That Must Be Protected Against Drying Ou ; 
8). ladders: (1) Beam and (Z) Truss. Lower Right: Butt Side Rail of Wood Aerial Ladder to Show Grain Angle for a Maximum 
re The solid beam ladder is designed with of Strength 
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Left: Trussed Single Ladder with Rungs in 
Spacer Blocks. Can Be Used Either Side Up. 
Right: Trussed Two-Section Ladder. Rungs in 
Spacer Blocks. Shown with Fly on Top—Can 
Be Used Either with Fly Above or Below Butt 


although some trussed type aerials are 
still in use. The majority of wood aerial 
ladders are reinforced with steel rods 
The metal types, which are all of the 


trussed or “latticed” type, are made of 


either aluminum or steel alloys. 
Ladder Construction—Wood 


It is essential that fire fighters who 
must use ladders have some knowledge 
of ladder design and construction as well 
as the technique of ladder use 

Although metal ladders are coming to 
the fore, wood is the predominant ma 
terial used in ladder construction. It is 
advisable, therefore, to begin any study 
of ladder construction with ladders of 
this material 

The most widely used material in 
wood ladders is Douglas Fir, because 
of its strength and suitability. The best 





ladder stock is milled from tall trees, 200 
feet and taller, and has a relative high 
degree of freedom from knots, sap and 
checks, pitch pockets, and wind shakes. 
Careful inspection after milling from the 
log produces about 1,000 feet of accept- 
able material for every 1,000,000 feet 
scaled. This material is subject to fur- 
ther inspection during the curing process 
and machining, which culls out an addi- 
tional quantity. 

After proper air drying, usually a two- 
year period, the wood is selected for use 
that tests for moisture content between 
9 per cent and 12 per cent with a specific 
gravity of .45 to .55. These specifica- 
tions have been established after years 
of experience in ladder manufacture and 
use. A moisture content of over 12 per 
cent results in excessive shrinkage after 
the ladder is subject to the low humidity 
conditions usually found in fire stations, 
particularly during winter months while 
the station is heated. This drying-out 
process is the primary cause of loose 
rungs and cracked rails. A moisture 
content of less than 9 per cent is unde- 
sirable, due to loss of strength, which 
becomes increasingly dangerous as the 
drying out continues. 

The moisture content and_ specific 
gravity are determined by weighing and 
treating, and re-weighing typical sam- 
ples of the wood under exacting labora- 
tory conditions. 

Ladder rails should be selected to have 
not less than 20 annular growth rings 
per inch, and the width of the hard 
growth summer-wood must be equal to 
14 of the total annular growth to insure 
high strength and wearing quality. 
Stock for each side rail is selected to 
have practically identical specific gravity. 
This balance is essential to prevent 
ladder distortion. 

The stock is also selected to have the 
end with the highest specific gravity at 
the base of the ladder. This is the root 
end of the original tree. The upper end 
of the rail, the branch end, will have 
slightly less specific gravity. The varia- 
tion between the two ends of a rail 
should not exceed 10 per cent and will 
usually be 3 to 5 per cent. 


Ladder Rungs 


Ladder rungs are usually second 
growth white ash, split before turning, 
so that the grain will run the length of 
the rung. The same care is observed 
in selecting rung stock as side rail stock. 
Rungs are selected to have the same 
moisture content as the side rails in 
which they will be used, to eliminate as 
far as possible, any loosening in service 

Loose rungs when they turn to have 
the grain parallel with the ladder rail 
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Method of Fastening Rungs to Beams 


(A) Rungs butted to side rail and held tight} 
cross tie-rods about every fourth rung. Wed 
in tenon keeps rung from turning. Load is carry 

by tenon. 

(B) Rungs piloted into side rail and held ti 
by cross tie-rods about every fourth rung. Wed 
in tenon keeps rung from turning. Load is ca 

ried by full rung diameter. 

(C) Section through solid beam ladder with ru 
butting to side rail. This shows tenon in bli 
hole. The load is carried by tenon. Ladder mi 
are kept tight against shoulder of rung by em 

tie-bolts spaced about every fourth rung, 

(D) Section through solid beam ladder with 
bearing in side. rail. This shows tenon in } 
hole and load carried by full rung diamete 

otherwise the same as “C.” 


grain, will develop compression cra¢ 
which are extremely minute, but they 
cause rung failures. 

There are several types of rung com 
struction. One has the tenon enteri 
the side rail and locked in position 
a wedge driven from the outer side 6 
the rail. This construction per 
tightening the rung by driving 
wedge deeper. The second type has # 
tenon entering the side rail but only 
part way into the rail. The hole & 
blind, and so no wedging is possible and 
the tie-rods across the ladder are de 
pended on to pull the ladder rails tight 
against the shoulder on the rung. The 
third type of corstruction is where the 
rung itself in full diameter enters the 
side rail, providing a larger bearing with 
greater strength, as the tenon alone does 
not carry the load as in previous types 

Truss type ladders are built in three 
designs: : 

(1) Rungs carried in spacer blocks 
between upper and lower rails. 

(2) Rungs carried in the bottom rail 

(3) Rungs carried in the upper rail. 

The recommended procedure for plac- 
ing trussed wood ladders, both straight 
and extension, will be given later in the 
chapter on “Placement.” 

(Continued on page 540) 




















Left: Three-Section Wood Ladder with Rungs Carried in Spacer Blocks. This, and Other Diagrams Show Ladder Nested. Center: Three-Section 
Wood Extension Ladder, Trussed Type. Rungs in Bottom Truss Rail. This Type of Construction Permits Ladder to Be Used Safely with Fly 
Section above butt section only. Right: Three-Section Wood Ladder with Rungs in Bottom Rail. Lower Diagram Shows a Section of 
Truss Construction 
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Editor’s Note: This unusually com- 
prehensive report of an unusually stub- 
born and dangerous fire control opera- 
tion is brought readers through cour- 
tesy of the Division of Safety, State of 
New York, whose _ representative, 
George V. Blackstone, personally gath- 
ered the material. The editors, grate- 
fully acknowledge the assistance also 
of the following: Chief Chester G. 
Nichols, Chili Fire Department, who 


Pieri volunteer fire companies, 
all available fire equipment in the west 
end of Monroe County, and eight Roch- 
ester city fire companies, manning 37 
pieces of emergency equipment sum- 








ROPANE FIRE TESTS MONROE 
COUNTY MUTUAL AID PLAN 


Thirty Seven Emergency Unts Use Over 300,000 
Gallons of Water, All Taken to Fire, in Stubborn Struggle 


A Staff Report 


was in charge of operations; Wesley 
Allen, Monroe County Deputy District 
Coordinator for Battalion 4 (Monroe 
County Mutual Aid set up); Chief Gill 
W. Jenkins, Livingston County Coordi- 
nator; Chief Lawrence J. Monaghan, 
Monroe County District Coordinator for 
Battalion 5; the personnel of the Roch- 
ester Fire Alarm Bureau, and Chief 
officers of the Rochester Fire Depart- 
ment. 


building. To the 
struc- 
show- 
railroad, 
building 


west of the storage 
east, 75 ft. distant, is a two-story 
ture housing apartments and 
rooms. Located west of the 
about 500 ft. from the storage 
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Paid and Volunteer Firemen Run Risks at Flamex Propane Fire 


lines, with water 


g'e to 


Using 1%-in. and booster 
Rochester firemen struc 


moned on an initial alarm, two mutual 
aid calls and two special calls, fought 
Rong the night of May 2 last, to con- 
fine and control a threatening fire which 
destroyed part of the plant of the 
Flamex Corporation, bottled gas firm, at 
3225 Chili Road [Highway Route 31A] 
about a mile west of Chili Center, N. Y. 

The stubborn struggle to prevent a 
disaster of possible major proportions, 
gave the Monroe County mutual aid 
plan, one of New York’s best organized 
cooperative programs, its severest test, 
from which it emerged with credit. 

The Flamex Corporation occupied a 
building 60x40 feet, two to three stories 
and basement of cement block, wood 
joisted construction with shingle roof. 
This main structure was located in a 
storage and handling yard adjacent to 
the New York Central Railroad, a spur 
of which entered the premises. 

The company stored and bottled lique- 
fied petroleum gas, and the main build- 
ing was used for refilling and storage of 
L.P.G. cylinders. Three horizontal cy- 
lindrical tanks containing respectively 
26,000, 1,000 and 18,000 gals. of gas are 


located on the grounds, adjacent to the 
railroad 


spur, the nearest being 50 ft. 


trucked in, 15 
prevent involvement of large propane storage tanks (background). 


volunteer units and 8 companies of 





100-Ib. cylinders involved in explosions 


of blasts. Many exploding 


Showing 


and fire. 
cylinders were thrown considerable distances. 


515 





is a farmhouse and farm outbuildings. 

At the time of the explosion and fire, 
or fire and explosion (there is some 
question which came first), the storage 
building contained 381 100-lb. cylinders 
of propane; two large tanks of unknown 
size under 200 lbs. pressure and one 
compressor. In addition to the three 
large loaded storage tanks adjoining the 
railroad, there was a railroad tank car, 
reportedly containing 4,000 gallons of 
propane at the loading spur station. 
Pipe connections between the plant’s 
storage, building and the outside stor- 
age facilities were valved and these 
valves were closed soon after the fire- 
men arrived. 

No fire hydrants 
vicinity of the plant, 
(limited amounts) 


are located in the 
the nearest water 
were contained in 
small neighborhood wells and Black 
Creek, all of which were soon ex- 
hausted in the fire control operations. 
The nearest reliable sources available 
to fire fighters were located one mile to 
the east of the plant, and 1.4 miles to 


the west, along Chili Road. All fire 
control and extinguishing operations 
had to be conducted with water brought 


to the scene by the emergency appara- 
tus. The fire is believed to have origi- 
nated in the basement of the storage 
building from a cause not determined. 
It was first noticed by a passing mo- 
torist, who telephoned an alarm to the 
Chili Fire Department Co. 1. This call 
was received at 9:45 P.M. and brought 
the following response 


Department Company No. Unit 
Chili Engine 1 500 G.P.M. 
Chili Emergency Floodlights 
Chili Rescue Squad Ambulance 
Chili Engine 3 500 G.P.M. 
Chili Tanker 3 900 Gals. 
Chili Engine 2 500 G.P.M. 
Chili Tanker 2 750 Gals 
First arriving firemen found the plant 


building well involved and early in the 
operations successive explosions oc- 
curred, which were heard over a wide 
area. Fire department personnel re- 


ported that several tanks of the 100 Ib. 
size took off and skyrocketed through 
the air to fall within a radius of 500 feet 
of the fire area. The roof of the barn on 
the farm about 500 feet to the west was 
ignited by a hot piece of metal, presum- 
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Main Building of Flamex Corporation, Bottled Gas Firm, After Fire 


Note evidence of extreme heat and force 
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Partial view of efforts to protect bulk storage tanks of Flamex Plant 
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Firemen Fight to Protect Large L.P.G. Storage Tanks 


y reducing radiated heat from 


burning propane containers and plant combustibles, using small lines and water fog. 


ably the end of one of the 100-lb. tanks. 
Following extinguishment of the blaze, 
it was noted that several of the 100-Ib. 
containers had ruptured and split their 
entire length. 

It was immediately apparent to the 
first fire officers on the ground that as- 
sistance would be needed and this was 
called under the mutual aid arrangement 
in effect throughout Monroe County, 
headquarters of which is located at Fire 
Alarm Bureau, Rochester Fire Depart- 
ment 

This Bureau recorded the first mutual 


aid call at 9:51 P.M. and the County 
Control Center set in motion the fol- 
lowing units: 

Department Company No. Unit 


Gates-Chili Engine 1 500 G.P.M 
Gates-Chili Emergency Floodlights 
Gates-Chili Engine 3 400 G.P.M 
Gates-Chili Tanker 3 750 Gals 

Rochester Engine 13 750 G.P.M. 
Rochester Engine 3 1,250 G.P.M 


65’ aerial 
1.000 G.P.M 


Ladder 5 
Engine 18 


Rochester 
tochester 














Scottsville Engine 1 500 G.P.M. 


Scottsville Emergency Sauad 
Clifton Engine 1 500 G.P.M. 
Churchville Engine 2 350 G.P.M. 
Churehville Tanker 1 1,850 Gals. 
Rochester St. Mary's 

Hospital Ambulance 
Rochester General 

Hospital Ambulance 
Rochester Car 100 Radio 
Sheriff's Emergency Floodlights 


Dept. 


Even before all these forces swung 
into operation, it was evident that still 
more help would be required to trans- 
port water and keep streams on the 
threatened exposures. The roof of the 
building located about 75 ft. to the west 
was ignited by radiated heat but, al- 
though subject to almost continual ex- 
posure until the fire was out, firemen 
managed to prevent ignition, after ex- 
tinguishing the first ignition. This 
building, which contained two apart- 
ments, both occupied at the time, was 
evacuated. 

In view of the continuing threat, a 





Propane Storage 
Tanks 




















second mutual aid call was sent and th 
was received at 10:21 P.M. The Coun 
Control Center dispatched the follow. 
ing: 


Department Company No. Unit 

Rochester Engine 14 1,500 G.P& 
Rochester Engine 17 200 G. PM 
Rochester Engine 1 1,000 G.P.y 
North Greece Tanker 1 1,000 Gals, 
Mumford Engine 2 400 G.P¥ 
Mumford Tanker 1 500 Gals, 
Spencerport Tanker 1 1.200 Gals, 


At 12:01 P.M. a special call was sent 
to the Livingston County Sheriff’s Office 
(the County Control Center) for addi- 
tional aid and the following responded: 


Department Company No. Unit 
Caledonia Tanker TA-12 1.500 Gals 
York Tanker TA-11 1,250 Gals 


Livingston County Fire Coordinator, 
Gil W. Jenkins, also responded on this 
signal and arrived at 10:45 P.M. 

The problem of moving sufficient 
water to permit wetting down the ex- 
posures (no attempt being made to ex- 
tinguish the burning propane) taxed the 
entire force, which was operating in 
tankers and booster apparatus in relays 
and rotation between water supply 
sources and the fire ground. 

At 12:45 A.M. a special call for ad- 
ditional tankers was sent out by Public 
Works Commissioner Nier, Rochester, 
for some of that city’s large street 
flushers. Four of these responded. 

In view of the movements of so much 
apparatus and equipment it became 
necessary to shift still other fire forces 
to protect the areas left uncovered by 
the responses on the mutual aid and 
special calls. To this end Industry En- 
gine 1 was dispatched to Scottsville; 
Rush Engine 1 moved to cover Indus- 
try, and Rochester Engine 21 sped to 
Chili. At the same time Riverdale En- 
gine 1 was ordered to stand by for Mon- 
roe County calls and Caledonia Engines 
13 and 14 were ordered to protect for 
Livingston County. Genesee County 
came into the picture when Stafford 
Tanker 1 was requested to stand by for 
Livingston County and Bethany Tanker 

(Continued on page 540) 
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0 Gals 

‘as sent 

s Office 

r addi- 

onded: ela 

na Editor's Note : The story of the South 

oe an Amboy explosion that members of the 

50 Gag nation’s fire service would like to hear 

_ | cannot be written until all the reports 

linator,§ of the investigating agencies are known. 

on this—# From existing information, perhaps the 

most outstanding factor of the episode, 

fficientf from the viewpoint of the fire service, 

he ex-§ was the unscheduled and uncalled-for 

to ex-§ descent upon the stricken community of 

ced the a small army of fire and rescue forces 

ing inf’ from over fifty cities, towns and villages 

relays§ within a radius of 75 miles. 

supply That the emergency services, particu- 
larly fire and police, worked well in 

or ad-§ cooperation within the disaster area is 

Public} generally admitted and that the public 

hester,§ itself stood up well under the crisis like- 

street® wise is attested. 

. The editors are indebted for much of 

much™ the information contained in this report 

ecame—} to correspondents who were present. 

torces§ Special acknowledgment is made of the 

ed by§ assistance of Fred W. Foerster, Presi- 

d and dent, Monmouth County Firemen’s As- 


y En-§ sociation. 


sville; 
‘ndus- 
ed to Ar 7:17 P.M. on the night of Friday, 
e En-# May 19, last, a shattering explosion of 
Mon-§ some 460 tons of explosives aboard a 
Igines string of four barges and seven freight 
ct fori cars at the South Amboy, N. J., water- 
ounty front brought death to 32 persons, in- 
afford 


juries to over 300 and wrought property 
y for destruction estimated at $7%4 million to 
that community of 8,000 persons and to 
Perth Amboy, located across Raritan 
bay from the scene of the blast. 

South Amboy, immediately following 
the explosion, resembled a blitzed war 
town. Men, women and children, many 
with bloody faces, streamed from dwel- 
lings and other structures into the 
streets while others, caught out-of-doors, 
milled in confusion. Rumors of an 
atomic bomb attack ran through the 
cross-river community as homes and 
buildings shook and a towering column 
of smoke mushroomed over the area. 

The rumble of the explosion was felt 
in three states, New York, Pennsylvania 
-~ and New Jersey, reminiscent of the 
Black Tom blast of World War I. Tele- 
a phone and some telegraph communica- 
tions over a five-mile area were knocked 
out. Power failed, momentarily. 

The explosion set in motion aH emer- 
gency services, relief agencies and Fed- 
eral, State and Civic bodies over a wide 
area, resulting in what is said to be the 
largest scale mobilization of such forces 
ever carried out in the State of New 
Jersey. The cause of the initial blast, 
aa which was followed by numerous 
smaller explosions as ammunition let 
go, has not been determined and prob- 
-> ably never will be. Sabotage, although 
discounted, has not been entirely elimi- 
nated as a cause, because of certain 
events leading up to the incident. 

On May 3, the Coast Guard issued 
regulations barring shipment of more 











SOUTH AMBOY BLAST MOBILIZES 
FIRE FORCES FROM FIFTY TOWNS 


New Jersey's Heaviest Mobilization of Fire 
Forces Is Reminiscent of World War If 


A Staff Report 


than 500 pounds of ammunition in a 
single loading from the South Amboy 
area because of the proximity of large 
ammunition dumps and because “resi- 
dential sections have grown up in recent 
years near both !oading points (Graves- 
end Bay and South Amboy). According 
to Vice-Admiral Merlin O’Neil, Coast 
Guard Commandant: “At its beginning 
the boats loading at South Amboy were 
safely isolated. Today (at the time of 
the explosion) they load only 600 feet 
and 1,800 feet respectively from two 
major power plants, and at the edge of 
city’s residential area. Similarly, the 
Gravesend Bay anchorage (where most 
ammunition was loaded during the war) 
is 3,525 feet from shore; 3,750 feet from 
the nearest of a thick, post-war concen- 
tration of apartment and home develop- 
ments.” 

Immediate protests over the Coast 
Guard action limiting loadings were 
made by Joseph P. Ryan, president of 
the International Longshoremen’s Asso- 
ciation, A.F.L., who saw in the move the 
re-routing of military material to other 
ports and consequent loss of jobs for 
hundreds of longshoremen. 

The controversy between Coast Guard, 
A.F.L., and. Port authorities was still 
being waged when the South Amboy 
disaster settled the question. 

The ammunition being loaded aboard 
barges, at the port where the blast orig 
inated, is said to have consisted of 
twelve carloads of munitions in all, ten 
of anti-tank and anti-personnel mines, 
and two of 40 per cent gelatine dyna- 
mite. The munitions were reported 
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destined for Pakistan, via the Isbrandt- 
sen Line steamship Flying Clipper and 
the blasting dynamite was for construc- 
tion projects in Afghanistan. It is re- 
ported that the dynamite was packed in 
cardboard cartons, the mines in wooden 
boxes. Detonating fuses were included 
in the dynamite shipment, it is said. 

Seven of the carloads of munitions, 
which had been brought in over the 
Pennsylvania Railroad tracks to the pier 
at water’s edge, had been placed aboard 
lighters, and five remained to be loaded 
when the blast occurred. The barges 
were to be anchored at one of two ex- 
plosive anchorages in Raritan Bay over- 
night, and then were to be transferred 
to the Flying Clipper further out in the 
Bay on Saturday morning. 

The barges were of the self-propelled 
type, owned by the James Healing Light- 
erage Company, which was handling 
operations. Both Eugene Healing, vice- 
president, and Frank j. Rinn, supervisor 
of the company, in charge of loading 
operations, were casualties of the blast, 
as were all the workers engaged in the 
operations on barges and the docks. For 
this reason efforts to determine the 
cause of the tragedy have thus far been 
unproductive. 

Expert testimony places the source of 
the explosion in or near one of the 
loaded barges, four of which were com- 
pletely demolished. It was determined 
that no report of any fire preceded the 
blast. 

It was the custom to run the boxes 
from the freight cars down roller skids 
on wooden horses, the skids running 
from a wooden horse on the deck of the 
lighter to the floor of the freight car. 
The boxes of explosives tended to glide 
downward over the closely placed metal 
rollers between the guide rails made by 
angle irons. A man on the freight car 
would not let a box down until he knew 
another man was ready to receive it. 
But once it started, it was not attended 
until it reached the man below, accord- 
ing to witnesses. The rollers were said 
not to be grounded. There is testimony 
to the effect that on the -day of the ex- 
plosion the metal rollers were not used 
and wooden chutes were in use instead. 


Air View Showing the Blasted American Agricultural Chemical Co. Plant in the Foreground, 
and the Pennsylvania Railroad Yard in the Background, Which Also Suffered Extensive Damage 
When Four Ammunition Barges Exploded at the South Amboy Dockside 
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Munitions Blast Destruction at South Amboy, N. J. A Railroad Yard Lies Completely Shattered 
After the Tremendous Explosion of Four Ammunition Barges Which Injured More Than 400 
Persons, and Probably Killed the Twenty to Twenty-Five Stevedores Working in the Area 


It was further disclosed that cooking 
stoves in the rear of the lighters were 
separated by bulkheads from the cargo 
area and that although smoking was not 
permitted, would smoke in the 
galley. Reports were also received that 
smoking was observed on the dock area 


men 


The shipment involved in the incident 
was the last of more than 500 tons of 
munitions that was to clear through 
South Amboy Che Coast Guard con 
sidered it safer to permit this one ship 
ment to be moved through South Am- 
boy than to allow it to remain in rail 
road box cars in congested East Coast 
vards pending rerouting to another 
explosive loading facility Accordingly 
special permit was given for removal 
of the shipment by the James Healing 
Company to the Isbrandtsen Co.’s Fly- 
ing Clipper at Gravesend Bay. 

Heaviest losers in the disaster are the 
Pennsylvania Railroad Company, the 
Jersey Central Power & Light Company 
and the American Agricultural Chemical 
Products Company Every church, 
school, public building, as well as mer- 
cantile establishment, suffered some 
damage Fortunately, fire which fol- 
lowed the explosion was confined to 
the immediate area of the docks, with 
one exception While police, military 
and civil authorities were engaged in 
efforts to determine the cause of Fri- 
day’s explosion, a spectacular fire broke 
out at 2:11 P.M. on Sunday, May 21, 
in the wrecked plant of the Agricultural 
Chemical Company, 100 yards from the 
powder dock scene of the original ex- 
plosion 

This fire started in a 20-ton pile of 
phosphorus in the plant’s storage yard, 
reportedly from a mine tossed into the 
yard by the first blast. Within minutes, 
white smoke rose in the sky to over 
1,000 feet to blanket the shore lines of 
Perth Amboy and Southern Staten 
Island. Over 60 heavy explosions were 
recorded during the progress of this 
fire, which was allowed to burn itself 
out—firemen being detained from at 
tempts to extinguish it because of the 
danger of exploding munitions in the 
Army demolition well 


area crews as 


as firefighters were forced to remain at 
some distance. 

Practically all of the damage was done 
by the initial explosion. Experts assert 
there was a chain blast, that is, a series 
of explosions so close together as to 
appear as a single blast. A recording 
of the Fordham University seismograph 
at the time of the detonation indicated 
that a single explosion occurred. This 
was timed at 7:25:56 P.M. It was 
pointed out, however, that a smaller ex- 
plosion might have preceded the main 
blast of the 460 or more tons of ex- 
plosives and this might not have shown 
on the seismograph. Navy and Coast 
Guard officials placed the point of origin 
of the blast at the outboard end of the 
pier. 

The business district of the city of 
2,500 homes, a mile-long street, showed 
the greatest concentration of damage 
No buildings were destroved there or 
elsewhere in the community, but glass 
windows were shattered in nearly every 
residence and other buildings, doors 
were ripped off and plaster torn loose. 
Everywhere there were cracked walls 
and sagging ceilings. 

The city’s five schools, three public 
and two parochial, were badly damaged, 
as were many of the churches, so much 
so that thanksgiving services on the 
Sunday following the disaster were held 
out-of-doors. Janks, public buildings 
and many stores looked as though they 
had been targets for machine gunners. 
Soot from the coal yards, blown high 
into the air by the explosion’s force, 
settled over freshly painted cottages and 
weather-stained shop fronts alike. For- 
tunately, water and gas mains apparently 
were not seriously affected by the blast, 
and electric power, which was disrupted 
in the wrecking of the New Jersey Cen- 
tral Power and Light Company plant, 
quickly was restored. Temporary ser- 
vice was supplied South Amboy by 
neighboring Sayerville. 


Response of Services Generous, 
But Unorganized 


The South Amboy Fire Department. 
a volunteer organization, in charge of 
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the local Fire Chief, and Commissioner 
William O’Leary, went into action im- 
mediately following the explosion, 
Neither this department nor the part- 
paid Perth Amboy department, across 
the Raritan River, needed any initial 
alarm to appraise them of what had 
happened. The detonation and lighted 
dockside area, and the pillar of smoke 
and dust, telegraphed the tragedy, and 
they rolled out and went to work. 
Perth Amboy fire apparatus, however, 
reportedly remained on its side of the 
river to cover its unfortunate neighbor, 
although some of its men hurried over 
to assist. 

Middlesex County, like its neighbor- 
ing counties of the State, has had mu- 
tual aid understandings and the fire 
forces of its communities have upon 
numerous occasions aided each other in 
emergencies. But this catastrophe was 
bigger than anything its mutual aid 
planners had ever envisaged. 

The first report of the explosion was 
received by fire forces at 7:27 P.M. At 
7:32 P.M., Monmouth County radio, re- 
ported an ammunition explosion at the 
South Amboy water front. At 7:40 P.M 
County Radio requested all available 
ambulances and fire trucks in the area 
be sent to the scene of the explosion 
(the area doubtless meaning within 
Monmouth County). One hour later, 
at 8:40 P.M., County Radio requested 
all light trucks to South Amboy 


\ll police departments in Monmouth 
and Middlesex Counties are reportedly 
connected with police county radio and 
practically all fire calls and first aid 
calls are received through local police 
radio communications systems The 
fire forces of the counties do not as yet 
have their own radio, which accounts 
in large measure, according to observers, 
for the confusion and needless response 
of so many emergency services from 
such a wide area. 

In Perth Amboy, persons under stress 
of excitement pulled numerous _ fire 
alarm boxes, giving the fire forces of 
that city more trouble. (South Amboy 
does not have fire alarm boxes but relies 
on the telephone.) 

As telephone switchboards lighted up 
in police, fire and newspaper offices, and 
jammed with inquires, public radio sta- 
tions were quick to broadcast the news 
of the emergency. The result was what 
might have been expected. Before off- 
shift and extra-duty police forces could 
be mobilized the roads leading to South 
Amboy, including the major highway 
needed for the transportation of most 
of the aiding fire and rescue forces, were 
crowded with the curious. 

Meanwhile calls for aid were being 
broadcast in Middlesex and other Coun- 
ties, the requests for the most part being 
for ambulances, doctors and nurses, and 
plasma. Nevertheless, fire services 
from as far away as 75 miles left their 
own municipalities and headed for 
South Amboy. The “Second Alarmers” 
an organization of buffs who serve the 
fire forces—drove 77 miles from their 
headquarters in Willow Grove, Pa., out- 
side of Philadelphia, to the scene with 
their mobile canteen in one and a half 
hous and went to work. Other units 
came from as far away as Bucks County, 


Pa. 


Soon after the explosion, New York 
Fire Department’s fire alarm offices 
were the recipients of a flood of in- 


quiries about the explosion and fire and 
(Continued on page 541) 
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Over 600 New England Chiefs 
Convene at Wentworth 


The 28th Annual Conference of the 
New England Association of Fire 
Chiefs, held at the Wentworth-by-the 


Sea, Portsmouth, N. H., June 20, 21 
und 22, saw a registration of over 600, 
deal weather, spirited business sessions, 
and plenty of entertainment. 

Meetings got under way on Tuesday, 
the 20th, with the invocation by the 
Rev. John P. Fitzsimmons of Belmont, 
Mass. Chief Stuart M. Potter, of Green 
wich, Conn., president of the Associa- 
tion, presided. 





Photo by Andrew Palmer 


Retiring N.E.A.F.C. President Chief Stuart 
Potter Gets Gift 

Chief Stuart Potter, retiring President of th 

New England Association of Fire Chiefs, is 

presented a wrist watch by Chief Henry Thomas 

f Hartford on the concluding day of the Associa 

tion Convention, as the incoming President, 


William H. Clifford, 3rd, looks on 


Response to the address of welcome 
by state and local oimcials was made by 
Chief Lhomas J. Wrenn of Springfield, 
Mass. Impressive memorial exercises 
for the deceased members followed, 
with the Rev. Michael F. Collins of 
Marblehead delivering the memorial 
address and the benediction. 

The business sessions opened in the 
afternoon with a panel devoted to the 


“Civil Defense Program” conducted by 
Chief Roi B. Woolley,, Assistant Edi- 
torial Director of Fire Engineering. 
Participating were the following: Chief 
Henry Thomas of Hartford, who dis- 
cussed the national viewpoint; James 


F. O'Neil, Past National Commander, 
American Legion, of Manchester, N. H., 
who explained that state’s problem; 
Captain Ross V. Urquhart, Connecticut 
State Police, who spoke for Commis- 
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Commissioner 


left 
Canada; 


Edward J 


Ontario, 


Standing, left to right: Chief Oliver T. 
Chief Alfred H. Koltonski, Rutland, Vt.; 
Mass.; The Reverend John P 


Chief William Clifford, III, Cape Elizabeth, 
, Hickey, Connecticut State 
Greenwich, Conn.; the Honorable Guy Smart, representing Governor Sherman 

representing Governor Paul A. 
Sanborn, Portland, Maine; Chief George Graham, 
Chief Anthony ’ 
Fitzsimmons, Belmont, Mass., 


sioner Edward J. Hickey, and told of 
developments in the Nutmeg State; Col. 
Spaulding Bisbee of the Division of 
Civil Defense and Public Safety, Augus- 
ta, Maine, who reminded his hearers 
that civilian protection can serve in 
peacetime as well as wartime disasters; 


Major General Merritt A. Edson, 
U.S.M.C. Retired, Commissioner of 
Public Safety, Montpelier, Vt., and 


the Congressional Medal of 
Honor, who explained the difficulties 
encountered in his state in preparing 
civilian defense legislation; Dr. Walter 
Cronin, Director, Disaster Relief and 
Civil Defense of Cambridge, Mass. Dr 
Cronin explained that although there 
is no civil defense act in force in 
Massachusetts, Cambridge and some 
other cities have gone ahead with 
preparatory defense plans. Corporal J. 
McHugh spoke for E. Ralph Bonat, 
Superintendent of State Police and State 
Fire Marshal of Rhode Island. He dis- 
closed that his state, fortunately, never 
repealed the civil defense act of 1941. 

An unscheduled participant, who ex- 
plained the civilian protection develop- 
ments in the Dominion of Canada, was 
Fire Marshal William ]. Scott of Toron- 
to, Ont. J 

Additional topics on the day’s pro- 
gram were: “Hazards of Television” by 
Haven S. McGrillis, School Depart- 
ment, Lawrence, Mass., and “Relations 
of the State Fire Marshal to the Fire 
Chief” by Edward P. Gilgun, Fire Mar- 
shal of Massachusetts. 

In the evening, a Round Table ses- 
sion on mutual aid was presided over 
by Raymond J. Kenney, State Forester 
of Massachusetts. Participants included: 


holder of 


Chief Ralph G. Seavey, Rochester, 
N. H.; W. F. Schreeder, Conecticut 
State Forester, and Perry H. Merrill, 
Chairman, Northwestern Forest Fire 


Protection Commission of Montpelier, 

Vt. 
Following 

William J. 


the panel, Fire Marshal 
Scott of Ontario spoke on 


“State Aid to Municipal Fire Depart- 
ments.” 

Wednesday morning’s sessions in- 
cluded an address by Percy C. Char- 


nock, Mgr., New England Fire Insur- 
ance Rating Association, on “The Rela- 
tionship of the Rating Association to 
the Fire Service”; a lecture by J. K. 
McElroy, Asst. Technical Secretary, 
National Fire Protection Association, on 
“Hospital Inspection on a _ National 
Scale,” and addresses by John A. Neale, 


Notables at New England Fire Chiefs’ Banquet 


Dever of Massachusetts; 


Nashua, N. H 
and Chief 


Molloy, 


Maine; Reverend Father Collins, Marblehead, Mass.; 
Police; “Chief” Jimmy Smith of the Hotel Wentworth; Chief Stuart M. Potter, 
Adams of New Hampshire; Edward P. Giigun, Fire Marshal, Massachusetts, 
Chief John W. O’Hearn, Watertown, Mass. 
$ristol, Conn.; Chief George T. 
H.: Chief Joseph Scanlon, Lynn, Mass.; 
William Dooling, Hood Rubber Company, Watertown, Mass. 
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Chief Engineer, National Board of Fire 
Underwriters and J. Henry Brody, of 
the Oil Heat Institute of New England. 

The afternoon’s sessions were largely 
given over to the exhibits, the awarding 
of exhibitor’s prizes, followed by a 
cocktail party, and the banquet in the 
evening. President Stuart M. Potter 
presided at the latter function at which 
Commissioner Edward J. Hickey was 
the guest speaker. 

The final day was devoted to Asso- 
ciation business and election of officers, 
with the Wentworth clam bake held at 
noon. 

Two important Resolutions were 
adopted by the Association, to be pro- 
mulgated among national, state and 
local civilian defense authorities. The 
first emphasized the need of establish- 
ing and maintaining certain standards 
in connection with disaster and civil 
defense programs. This urged recruit- 
ment of added personnel for the fire 
service, as the “first line of fire de- 
fense”; replacement of obsolete and sub 
standard fire apparatus and equipment 
by modern, efficient facilities; the pro- 
curement of extra reserve and auxiliary 
fire fighting equipment of requisite 
standard quality in workmanship and 
material; standardization of equipment, 
particularly hose fittings; more intensi- 
fied training of fire protection personnel, 
and some plan for exempting from mili- 
tary service the nation’s trained fire 
fighters and, finally, that plans for co- 
ordinating operations of the fire ser- 
vices and the Armed Forces in time of 
war be prepared. 

The second Resolution also unani- 
mously adopted called for a sound re- 
placement program to maintain the fire 
protection facilities of New England at 
peak efficiency. This urged governing 
bodies of states to take immediate steps 
to establish adequate replacement pro- 
grams for apparatus and communica- 
tions facilities. 

Officers elected to head the Associa- 
tion for the coming year are: President, 
Chief William H. Clifford, Cape Eliza- 
beth, Maine; First Vice-President, Chief 
Joseph Scanlon of Lynn, Mass.; Second 
Vice-President, Chief Anthony Molloy 
of Nashua, N. H.; Secretary-Treasurer, 

Retired Chief John W. O’Hearn of 
Watertown, Mass. State Vice-Presi- 
dents chosen were: Chief Oliver San 
born, Portland, Maine; Chief Al Kol- 
tonski of Rutland, Vt.; Chief Bucky 
Green, Concord, N. H.; Chief -Tom 


ti 





William J. Scott, Fire Marshal, 


Cogan, Portsmouth, N. H.; 
Chief Thomas Slaman, Wellesley. 
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Slaman, Wellesley, Mass.; Chief George 
Graham, Bristol, Conn., and Chief A. J. 
Cote of Woonsocket, R. I. 

Retiring President, Stuart M. Potter 
was presented a beautiful wrist watch 
by Chief Henry Thomas, in the name 
of the association, which again selected 
the Wentworth as the site of the next 
conference 


Post-Conference Trip to 
Hawaii Planned 


According to Mark Eagan, executive 
secretary of the Hawaii Visitors Bureau, 
arrangements have been completed, in 
cooperation with the Honolulu fire chief, 
for the entertainment of those fire chiefs 
and their families who will vacation tour 
to colorful Hawaii following the Inter- 
national Association of Fire Chiefs’ con- 
ference at San Francisco, Sept. 12-15. 

United Air Lines has blocked off 
space on two of its double-decker Boe- 
ing Stratocruiser flights, No. 747 of the 
16th and No. 749 of the 17th for those 
making the tour. The Mainliner Strato- 
cruiser, the world’s largest commercial 
plane, features roomy dressing rooms, 
a lower deck Hawiian lounge complete 
with sofa-type seats and refreshment bar 
and a spacious upper cabin divided into 
six custom furnished compartments. 

Upon arrival at the airport in Hono- 
lulu, after a fast flight of 9% hours, the 
groups will be met by a troupe of hula 
dancers and musicians and bedecked 
with the traditional flowered leis. An 
information desk will be set up at hotel 
headquarters and guest cards to the 
various clubs will be made available to 
those who desire them. In addition, a 
tour of private gardens and homes has 
been arranged for women members and 
every assistance will be given in organ- 
izing sight-seeing trips around the 
Islands. Guests will also be entertained 
at a famous Hawaiian luau or feast. 

To see the crue Hawaii, the kamaaina 
or “brief visitor” should visit all the 
islands, for they are all different and to- 
gether, offer a memorable picture. Oahu 
offers the cosmopolitan city of Hono- 
lulu, beautiful Nuuanu Pali with its 
stupendous view a riot of color, rugged 
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Koko Head coast, inspiration for some 
of the world’s most famous marine paint- 
ings, Diamond Head, the “Blow Hole” 
which shoots a salt water geyser sky- 
ward with each incoming wave. On 
Oahu also are the sugar, pineapple and 


cocoanut plantations, Waikiki Beach, 
the Punchbowl, an _ extinct volcano 
which rises 500 feet high, Punahou 


School, its famous wall covered by the 
exotic night-blooming cereus. 

Hawaii, the “Big Island,” offers the 
visitor the greatest diversity of Hawaiian 
travel experiences. Main attraction is 
the Hawaii National Park with its vol- 
cano of Kilauea. 

Visits may also be made to Kauai, 
the “Gardey Island” of the group, 
which has fine sweeping beaches, Wai- 
mea Canyon and the breath-taking Na 
Pali Cliffs. Maui, the “Valley Isle,” has 
the tremendous inactive volcano Halea- 
kala “House of the Sun,” while the 
scenic drive to Hana presents inspiring 
scenery in thunderous waterfalls, giant 
bamboo forests, dizzy coastal cliffs and 
thick tropical foliage. 

Five-mile-a-minute United Dc-6 ser- 
vice is provided to San Francisco from 
Chicago, Denver, Salt Lake City, Los 
Angeles and the Pacific Northwest non- 
stop and one-stop DC-6 flight from New 
York, Newark, Philadelphia, Washing- 
ton, D. C., Cleveland, Detroit and Mil- 
waukee. 


Exhibitors at San Francisco 
Conference 


To date the following manufacturers 
of fire apparatus and appliances have 
been lined up for exhibits at the forth- 
coming I. A. F. C. conference at San 
Francisco, Cal., September 12 to 15. 


Motorola, Inc.; Fire ENGINEERING; 
E & J Manufacturing Company; Amer- 
ican Elkhart Company; The Game- 


well Company; Mack-International Mo- 
tor Truck Corp.; J. J. Lawton; Food 
Machinery Corporation; Mine Safety 
Appliances Company; M. Greenberg’s 
Sons; American District Telegraph 
Company: “American City Magazine”; 
Federal Enterprises, Inc.; The Sea- 








Photo Courtesy Redwood Empire Association 


Meeting Place of |.A.F.C. San Francisco Conference 
San Francisco’s beautiful War Memorial Opera House will be the scene of the Opening Session and 
Memorial Services of the 1950 Conference of the International Association of Fire Chiefs, to be held 
in San Francisco, September 12 to 15. The Pacific Coast Inter-Mountain and the Great Lakes Divisions 
will hold one-day meetings in San Francisco on Monday, September 11, and will then meet jointly 


with the International 


Birthplace of the United Nations, the Opera House is one of the outstanding 


structures of its type in the world. 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


grave Corporation; J. H. Emerson Com 
pany; The Circul-Air Company; Radio 
Corporation of America; k. N. Curtig 
& Sons; Hale Firé Pump Company; 
Scott Aviation Corporation; American 
Marsh Pumps; American-LaFrance 
Foamite Corporation; United Air Lines} 
Hall-Scott Motor Division; Westerg 
Fire Equipment Company; Akron Bragg 
Manufacturing Company; Rensselaer 
Valve Company; Randolph Labora 
tories, Inc.; Quaker Rubber Corporas 
tion; V. H. Blackinton & Company; 
Victorlite Industries, Inc.; The Four 
Wheel Drive Auto Company; Rich 
Manufacturing Company; The Ameri- 
can Rubber Manufacturing Company; 
Atlas Safety Equipment Company, Inc,; 
The Firewater Company; Dry Chemical 
Pacific; Coast Manufacturers; Peter 
Pirsch & Sons Co.; and Waterous Com- 
pany. 





Friede Heads Eastern Association 


of Fire Chiefs 


A heavy attendance marked the 23rd 
Annual Convention of the Eastern As- 
sociation of Fire Chiefs held at Lake 
Placid, June 22 to 24 last, as chiefs con- 
gregated from Delaware, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, New Jersey and New York. 

Business and educational programs 
vied with the entertainment schedules 
for popularity. A high point of the lat- 
ter was the Ice Show staged on the eve- 
ning of the 22nd at the Olympic Arena, 
participated in by the nation’s leading 
amateur and professional figure skaters. 
Other entertainment included a ride up 
White Face Mountain and a boat trip 
on the Lake. 

Heading the list of speakers during 
the business sessions were Retired Chief 
Harold Burke, formerly of the New 
York Fire Department and now with 
the C-O-Two Fire Equipment Com- 
pany, who spoke on firemen’s training; 
H. E. Hilton, Executive Director, Na- 
tional Automatic Sprinkler & Fire Con- 
trol Association, whose topic was 
sprinkler protection; B. Richter Town- 
send, Chief, Bureau of Fire Mobilization 
& Control, Division of Safety, New 
York, who spoke on modern mutual 
aid. Other speakers were Jim Fields, 
Engineer, Radio Corporation of Amer- 
ica and A. McCormick, Engineer, 
General Electric Company, both of 
whom spoke on the value of radio com- 
munications in the fire service and Chief 
George Riley of Rosedale, N. J., whose 
topic was “The Volunteer Fireman.” 

Special memorial services were held 
for the deceased members of the Asso- 
ciation. Chief Rudolph Swanson of 
Jamestown, N. Y., President of the or- 
ganization served as master of cere- 
monies at sessions, and at the banquet, 
held in the Hotel Marcy on the 23rd. 

Officers elected for the coming year 
are: President, Herbert A. Friede, Su- 
perintendent of Communications, Wash- 
ington, D. C.; First-Vice President, 
Chief Joseph Giammatteo, Glen Echo, 
Md.; Second Vice-President, Chief Ellis 
Wagner, York, Pa.; Treasurer, Retired 
Chief George Mitchell, East Orange, 
N. J.; Secretary, Charles E. Clark, 
Wayne, Pa. 

Directors are: Chief George C. Ar- 
nold, Maryland; Deputy Chief Walter 
Buckert, New York; Chief R. J. Farley, 
New Jersey; Chief Frank Deen, Penn- 
sylvania; Chief William J. Lutz, Dela- 
ware and Fire Marshal A. Roberts, 
District of Columbia. 
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This Is an Aerial View of the Throop Hotel Fire at Topeka, Kan. A Stiff Breeze Fans the Flames 
at the Edge of the City's Main Business District 


Historic Topeka Hotel Burns 


The historic old Hotel Throop, at 
Fourth and Kansas Ave., Topeka, Kans., 
was destroyed in a spectacular fire on 
April 26, 1950. One man was missing, 
two firemen were injured and two 
women suffered heart attacks caused by 
the excitement. 

The fire, starting shortly before 2:00 
P.M. in a trash chute, raged out of con- 
trol for four hours and, while the flames 
were at their peak, firemen were called 
upon five times to save buildings east 
of Kansas Avenue, which had been ig- 
nited by flying brands. 

The alarm was turned in by a passer- 
by, who noticed smoke curling out from 
under the eaves. He ran inside to shout 
a warning. About 1:45 P.M., the hotel 
engineer, Charles Miller, was called by 
the switchboard clerk who said she 
smelled smoke. Miller also smelled it 
and shortly heard the hotel alarm 
sounded. 

Ten members of the Topeka Owls 
baseball team were in the hotel together 
with many of the hotel guests at the 
time of the fire. They lost everything 
but what they wore. Members of the 
club helped hotel employees go from 
room to room to warn tenants. A num- 
ber of the guests, some of them perma- 
nent tenants, were loath to leave. The 
missing man, a 73-year old resident, was 
considered a fatality. One woman was 
carried from a third floor room by her 
husband, and another man suffered a 
seizure. The second woman to have a 
heart attack erroneously believed her 
daughter was trapped by the fire. An- 
other woman was removed from a third 
floor room by firemen via an aerial 
ladder. 

According to Fire Chief William 
Cawker, who incidentally is president 
of the International Association of Fire 
Chiefs, the blaze was fanned by stiff 
winds and further aided by explosions 
inside the four-story, old style structure. 

Earl Chandler, assistant fire chief, 
said that upon arrival he searched the 
third floor accompanied by his driver 
Lee Van Horn, where they discovered 
the fire in the trash chute. They began 
fighting the blaze with the hotel’s house 
line but quickly found the chute in- 
volved from basement to roof and were 
forced to back out. In this operation 
they became separated because of the 
dense smoke. The chief managed to 
escape down a stairway while Van Horn 
reached a fire escape. 

Additional alarms brought every piece 





of the department’s apparatus as well as 
off duty firemen. At the height of the 
fire, 16 hose lines were in operation, some 
siamesed into deluge sets and turret 
pipes, delivering more than 2,850 gal- 
lons of water per minute on the blaze. 
The city water department operated 
auxiliary pumping equipment to main- 
tain pressure and there never was water 
shortage. 

Shortly after their arrival, one of the 
first-due companies attempted to stretch 
a line of hose to the roof of the building 
only to find that the last ladder on the 
fire escape was loose and in too dan- 
gerous a condition to use. They were 
soon driven from their position by 
spread of the flames. 

Firemen covered exposures with heavy 
streams but as the fire increased in in- 
tensity, workers of Burkhardt Battery 
and Electric Co., located west of the 
hotel across a narrow alley, began to 
move out equipment. Midway in the 


fire, two large transformers of the light- 
ing company were dislodged from their 





Hotel Throop When Fire Was at Its Height 
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the falling west wall of 
knocked through the 


fastenings by 
the hotel and 
Burkhardt’s roof. 
News of the fire spread rapidly and 
a crowd estimated at 20,000 persons 
jammed a six block area. Additional 
police were called to control them, and 
the street traffic. As firemen fought the 
blaze hour after hour, Salvation Army 
and Red Cross disaster units arrived 
to serve the tired fire fighters, and aid 
in locating all the 118 guests reported 
registered at the hotel, as well as to 
assist the homeless in finding quarters. 


‘The loss was not given but the property 


had recently been offered for sale at 


$100,000. 


A Correction 


In the May 1950 issue of Fire Engi- 
neering, page 386, reference was made 
to the number of calls answered by the 
Leicester, England, Fire Brigade. The 
total given was 256. Some of our read- 
ers in the British Isles remind us that 
the total should be 1,372—the figure 256 
being the overall increase in calls com- 


pared with the previous year. Our ap- 
preciation to Chief Officer E. McKin- 
nell, O.B.E., of the City of Leicester 


Fire Department, and others who called 
attention to this error. 


Centerville Makes Improvements 


The Centerville, Calif., Fire Depart- 
ment is expecting delivery of a new 750 
GPM pumper which is said to be the 
first apparatus of its proportions in 
Washington Township. The apparatus 
will carry a 35 ft. 3-section aluminum 
ladder and other modern equipment. 
The department is planning a new $30,- 
000 fire station to house it. Fred Rogers 
is Fire Chief. 

Victor BARTLEY. 
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The Cinderella Inn Fire Shortly After Fire Fighters Arrived 


Roadside Inn Levelled by Fire 


Cinderella Inn, popular roadside eat 
ing place, located in Quaker Hill, Wate 
ford, Connecticut, was levelled by a fire 
of undetermined origin early on the 


morning of April 1, 1950. John Mellos, 


co-owner o the Inn perished in the 
raging 

Switchboard operator Leo V. Me 
Carthy at fire headquarters in New Lon 
don received the first call for the fire at 
exactly 5 A.M. and immediately dis 


patched the Quaker Hill and Cohanzie 


volunteer fire companies with five pieces 


of apparatus to the scene As the ap 
paratus was enroute to the Inn the 
flame ere already visible, indicating 
the tremendous headway gained by the 
hire 

\ total of 1,200 feet of 24%." hose was 
laid tro a nearby brook and two 
streams ere directed on the involved 
structure in an attempt to knock down 


the terrific heat Booster lines were 
used to fight a brush fire started by 
sparks and to prevent extension of the 
fire to several small outbuildings; how- 
ever, the fire fighters fought a losing 
battle although they were able to pre- 
vent extension of the fire beyond the 
Inn 

Earl G Taggart, part owner of the 
Inn, was found asleep in a small building 
to the rear of the burning structure, and 
ibout this time it became apparent that 
Mr. Mellos must be in the ruins. As 
had knocked down the 
fire enough to permit examination of 
the wreckage the body of Mr. Mellos 
was found by Deputy Chief Samuel 
Hartley of the Quaker Hill department 

The fire was brought under control 
by 6:30 A.M. and the Cohanzie depart- 
ment was released shortly afterward. 
Che Quaker Hill firemen returned to 
their quarters about 10 A.M. after five 
hours of duty 

Only two large chimneys remained of 
what had been a leading eastern Con- 
necticut cating place for 20 years Loss 
was estimated at $30,000 

Firemen were under the direction of 
Chief Walter Kent, Deputy Chiefs Cal- 
vin Kirchoff and Samuel Hartley of the 
Quaker Hill fire department and As- 
istant Foreman Carlyle Avery of 
Cohanzie 

An investigation into the cause of the 
fire is being conducted by the State 
Police, with Sgt. Osmus Avery of the 
Croton Barracks in charge 

Wriiitram C. Peck 


soon as firemen 


N. Y. Division of Safety Seeks 
Training Aids 


The Division of Safety of the State 
of New York has been .conducting a 
study of audio visual materials in the 
field.of firemanship, fire prevention and 
fire training, during which it has re 
viewed many films, filmstrips, slides, 
charts, etc., submitted by distribution 
agencies 

Leonard C. Silvern, Safety Training 
Supervisor for the Division, enlists the 
aid of this journal in securing for the 
Division records of all possible additional 
training aides—the ultimate object being 
the possible procurement of suitable ma 
terial which can be added to its existing 
libtary of training material. Mr. Silvern 
suggests that producers or distributors 
h aides as may care to do so, 
address him concerning details. His ad- 
dress is Division of Safety, 103 Wash- 
ington Street, Albany 1, N. Y. 


oT suc 


Emergency Plan Elects Officers 

William Handley, Chief of the Dar- 
ien, Conn., Fire Department, was in- 
stalled as President of the Fairfield 
County Fire Chiefs’ Emergency Plan at 
the annual dinner of that organization 
which took place in Bridgeport, Conn., 
May 24. 


Chief Clifford Merwin, of Shelton, 


out-going president, was presented a 
pair of binoculars by Chief Handley as 
a gift from the members. 
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Other officers installed were Chis 
Frederick Smith, Turn of the Rive 
Stamford, Vice-president; Chief Erm 
Kosubski, Beaver Brook, Second Vigg 
president; Chief George B. Fren@ 
Trumbull, Secretary-Treasurer, 
Chief Orville Sawyer, Old Greenwich 
Sergeant-at-arms. 

Battalion Chief Charles H. Brundag¢ 
of the New Haven Fire Departmen TO S 
was toastmaster. General chairman off There 
the affair was Captain Harold Shippeyfadvanced 
of Westport, and was assisted by Chief.afeouar¢ 
George Smith of Shelton, and Captainffehe high 
George Kelsey of Darien. nals, but 

Tom MAGNeR, §s creatit 
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May Fire Losses Teteows 

Fire destruction in the United States 
during May totaled an estimated $58. 
765,000, an increase of 8.5 per cent over 
the loss for the same month a year 
it was announced recently by W. 
Mallalieu, general manager of the 
tional Board of Fire Underwriters. 
May loss was 4.6 per cent less than 
destruction during April, 1950. 

This was the fourth month this year 
in which fire losses were higher than 
losses for the same month of 1949. The 
total destruction during May, 1950, rep 
resented the second highest fire losg 
ever recorded for that month, exceeded 
only by losses of $59,256,000 in May, 
1948. 

Fire losses for the year to date now 
total $310,001,000, an increase of 4.3 per 
cent over the $297,020,000 total for the 
first five months of 1949. 

For the 12-month period ending May 
31, 1950, the total estimated fire loss is 
$680,517,000, an increase of $4,157,000 
over the total for the 12-month period 
ending May 31, 1949. 

These reported losses under fire insur- 
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Minnesota Fire Conference 
to Be Held which 1 

om . = . . ‘ itch of 
[he Minnesota Fire Conference will lenatan 
hold its annual meeting August 24 and Be .,). 
25 in Minneapolis at the Nicollet Hotel. ¥ *r,,,,. 
The organization, formerly known a3 55,43: 


the Governor’s Fire Prevention Confer- 
ence, is now in its fourth year. Plans 
to incorporate making it a permanent 
organization will be completed at the 
August meeting, when Articles of Incor- 

(Continued on page 542) 
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Fairfield County Fire Chiefs’ Emergency Plan Officers Froth 

, : . . ° ame 

Officers who were elected at the annual meeting in Bridgeport, Conn., on May 24, are, left to right: E : 
Chief B. French, Trumbull, Secretary-Treasurer; Chief Orville Sawyer, Old Greenwich, Sergeant-at- om a 
Arms; Chief Clifford Merwin, Shelton, outgoing president; Chief William Handley, Darien, newly- Kren j 


elected president; Chief Fred Smith, Turn-of the-River, Stamford, Fire Vice-President. 
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FIRE SIREN SETS TRAFFIC SIGNALS 
TO SAFEGUARD APPARATUS 


There have been a number of ideas 
kdvanced for devices that would help 
saieguard passage of fire apparatus over 
the highways by controlling traffic sig- 
nals, but the most recent, and one that 
s creating considerable interest, is that 
which is known as the “Pasico Electric 
Ear,” a product of the Pacific Signal 
Company, Lynwood, Calif. 


= — 


utomatic Traffic Light Actuated by Sound 
of Fire Apparatus Siren 


Briefly, this device operates somewhat 
nthe principle of the electric eye. Di- 
ectional microphones pick up the long 
vail of a siren and, by means of an 
mplifier, converts the sound into elec- 
tical energy for changing the traffic 
ights to all-red. The microphones are 
0 located on traffic poles that they are 
ensitive to sirens coming from one 
lirection only. And they are so finely 
uned that an occasional traffic noise 
vhich might happen to have the same 
itch of the fire siren but does not stay 
constant for some time, will not trip the 
ignals. 

Thus a piece of fire apparatus ap- 
roaching a crossing sounds its siren, 
he sound waves coming from the right 
irection reach the microphone pick up, 
whereupon an electric impulse is en- 
larged by electronic amplification so 
that it can trip a relay to connect a 
ircuit. This circuit is not, however, 
onnected to the “all-red” relay which 
ets the traffic signals, so that the sound 
the siren has to be sustained for a 
lumber of seconds, generally three or 
ur, before the signals go all-red. 

In the operating of this device, the 
siren is generally started four to five 
lundred feet away and after three or 
lr seconds the signals go to all-red. 
n the meantime, the apparatus has come 
loser, but not close enough to the inter- 
ection for the driver to know for cer- 
ain that the signals are set for him to 
ass. For this the manufacturer of this 
levice uses a red beacon as part of his 
int. When this beacon, which inciden- 
ally is four-way, shows red, the driver 
tows for sure that the signals are on 


fll-red. Should, at the same _ time, 
flother company being called to the 
ame fire approach the _ intersection 


fom another direction, the sound of its 
ren is received by another microphone 
rid actuates a different set of amplifiers 











and relays. Both systems, before ac- 
tuating the signals, are so inter-connect- 
ed that they oppose each other and if 
first the red beacon light indicated that 
the signals are clear for the apparatus 
to pass, this light will go out suddenly, 
thereby giving the first driver a timely 
warning that he must proceed with cau- 
tion. 

This signal device has been operating 
at Rexford Drive and Wilshire Blvd., 
in Beverly Hills, Calif., for some time. 
It is located at one of the busiest inter- 
sections in the nation and is set to pick 
up the siren of fire apparatus coming 


south on Rexford Drive, which must 
cross the dangerous Wilshire. The 
driver sounds his siren after crossing 


Dayton Way, about 1,300’ from Wilshire. 
The sound is picked up, as described 
above, and when the apparatus reaches 
the boulevard all the traffic signals are 
set to red, and the traffic has cleared the 
intersection for the apparatus. 


SHIELD FOR FIREMEN 
Fire Chief W. E. Dixon, of the 


Prichard, Ala., Fire Department, turned 
inventor in order to devise some sort 
of screen to protect his firemen from 
heat when they have to turn their backs 
or make a frontal attack on fires. 


The chief claims, with some logic, 
that sometimes firemen who have to 
protect exposures or make a_ stand 


against a hot fire, suffer from radiated 
heat if not direct burns. He has tried 
doors of buildings as shields but claims 
they too often catch fire. 

The gadget Chief Dixon devised is 
constructed out of asbestos cloth and 
pipe, procurable almost anywhere. Now 
every fire truck assigned to the Prichard 
station is equipped with such a screen. 
Officials say three buildings have been 
saved since the screens were placed in 
service. 
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CHIEF DESIGNS WATER-POWER- 
OPERATED REEL 

Fire Chief Thomas E. Seeman, of the 

City of Laguna Beach, Cal., Fire De- 

partment, has designed a water-driven 

power unit for operating a booster hose- 

line reel which he has mounted on his 





Mechanism and Reels 


department’s new Mack 85 pumper. The 
device was designed and installed in the 
department’s own shop and, according 
to Chief Seeman, has proved to be quite 
an advantage over the electric-powered 
reels 

The principle of this hydraulic pow- 
ered unit is accomplished by converting 
the water pressure generated by the 
existing water pumps on the truck, 
through a water motor to a drive shaft 
which in turn drives the hose reel. 

Advantages Of this hydraulic powered 
unit over the standard power driven 
reels are as follows: 

1. No clutches, operated 
one valve. 

2. May be manually stopped or reeled 
off against power. 

3. Adaptable to all types of reels. 

4. No maintenance problem. 

5. Completely safe and foolproof. 

6. Very inexpensive. 
The photographic 
the mechanism and reels; the diagram 
tells the rest of the story. To Chief 
Seeman a big vote of thanks, and con- 

tinued with his “short cut.” 


simply by 


illustration shows 


success 
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“My Grandson May Be a Fireman Some Day. He's a Whiz at Sliding Down Bannisters!" 


Good Deed 


The three little Scouts who had been 
sent out from the meeting to do their 
good deed or else, returned to report 
“I did my good deed, sir,” the first re- 
ported to the Scoutmaster. “I helped an 
old lady across the street.” 

“| helped her across, too,” said the 
second Scout 

“Me too!” said the third. 

“Do you mean,” the Scoutmaster de- 
manded, “that it took three of you to 
help one old lady across the street?” 

“Oh, yes sir,” the Scouts agreed. “You 
see, sir, the old lady didn’t want to cross 
the street.” 


“Oh, here’s the place mother told me 
to stay away from. | thought we’d never 
find it.” 


DRIP—A person you can always hear 
but seldom turn off 


Little Brother: “I looked through the 
keyhole last night when my sister anc 
her boy friend were in the parlor.” 

Friend: “What did you find out?” 

Littl Brother “The light “i 


Middle age: The period of life when 
you'd do anything to feel better, except 
give up what’s hurting you.—Sunshine 
Magazine 


\ woman whose husband had joined 
the Navy, gave a note to the minister 
the following Sunday. The note said 
“Mr. Tom Smith, having gone to sea, 


his wife requests that the congregation 
prav for his safety.” 

[he minister was nearsighted and as 
he read aloud, the congregation heard: 


ALARMS 





“Mr Tom Smith, having gone to g 
his wife, requests the congregation pray 
for his safety.” 


“Daughter, that fellow who walk 
with you through the park doesn't look 
too polished to me.” 

“Well, mother I'll have to admit thay 
he’s a little rough around the hedges.” 

Doctor: “You'll have a_ differen 
woman when your wife comes hom 
from the hospital.” 

Husband: “But what if she finds out? 

He was relating his experience o 
studying the English language— 

“When I first discovered that if | 
was quick, I was fast; that if | wa 
tied, | was fast; ii I spent to freely, 
was fast: and that not to eat was t 
fast: I was discouraged. But | gave » 
trying to learn the English language 
when I came on this sentence in 
news item: “The first one won one dol 
lar prize!’” 


Excuse 


In 1945, Stalin told a joke whic 
people don’t think so funny today. 

“The neighbor of an Arab sheik asked 
for the loan of a rope. ‘I cannot len 
it,” replied the sheik, ‘for I need it to tt 
up my milk.’ 

“But surely, you don’t tie up mil 
with a rope.” 

‘Brother,’ said the sheik, ‘when yo 

don’t want to do something, one reas 
is as good as another.’ ” 
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"| Guess Everything Is Under Control. Let's Ask Information!" 
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THE WELL-DRESSED 
FIREMAN, around the turn of 


the century wore a special smoke 
helmet, which supplied enough fresh 






air to last three hours. 
This weird apparatus enabled a 
man to locate the fire, no matter how 










dense the smoke, and to walk through 
flame unharmed. Or at least, not 
harmed about the head. 


When Eureka sold this helmet, it 
875 ~ |9 5 0 was the latest item in fire fighting, 
along with Eureka’s world-famed fire 


DIAMOND hose brands. 


Today, just as in 1875, Eureka Fire 

ANNIVE RSARY Hose is relied upon by fire chiefs and 
firemen everywhere. Andin2025A.D., 

we hope to be able to make that state- 





ment still stick. 


“FOR GREATER PROTECTION TO 
LIFE AND PROPERTY” 


EUREKA FIRE HOSE 


For 75 Years, Specialists in Manufacturing Circular-Woven Cotton Rubber-Lined Fire Hose 
195 Hudson Street ees New York 13, N. Y. 
Division of United States Rubber Company 


It will help if you mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 




























526 


SPECIFY 


WATEROUS FIRE PUMPS 


FOR DEPENDABILITY » PERFORMANCE * ACCESSIBILITY 


EASY OPERATION + LONG LIFE 
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By using preferred specifications*, such as 

those shown above, for your next fire truck requirements, 

you will assure yourself of a WATEROUS fire pump, backed 

by 64 years of priceless know-how. A searching examination of each 
detail of construction will emphasize WATEROUS superiority. 
WATEROUS Pumps are designed by experienced 
engineers, manufactured in a modern factory and 


rigidly inspected by men of long experience. You 
get the utmost when you specify WATEROUS. 


ital Be 


*“Write for your copy of “Preferred Fire 
Pump Specifications” today! 
State capacity, pressure and 
engine. 








‘WarTeEROuS COMPANY 
since 80 EAST FILLMORE AVE. 
ST. PAUL 1, MINNESOTA 
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J 20 - ASSOCIATION FOR FORME? 
U. S. NAVY, COAST GUARD AND MARINI 
CORPS FIREFIGHTERS. Annual meeting 
Columbus, Ohio. Secretary-Treasurer, Williay 
J. Mignery, 728 West Marion St., Elkhart, Ind 

July 24-26—WISCONSIN STATE FIRE CHIEFS 
ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, Appleton 
Wis. Secretary, Chief Arthur O. Kutzmar 
Fire Headquarters, Menasha, Wis. 

July 24-July 28—WEST VIRGINIA FIR 
SCHOOL.” Annual meeting, Morgantown, W 
Va. Director, R. E, Hanna, Jr., Fire Servic 
Extension Schools, School of Mines, West Vir 
ginia Unive rsity, Morgantown, W. Va 

August 2—-NEBRASKA STATE ASSOCIATIO) 
OF FIRE FIGHTERS. Annual meeting, Graz 
Island, Neb. Secretary-Treasurer, Warren F 
Kensinger, Hastings, Neb. 

Aug. 7-8-STATE FIRE CHIEFS’ ASSOCIA 
TION OF VIRGINIA. Annual meeting, Mont 
cello Hotel, Norfolk, Va. Executive Secretar 
Harold I. Baumes, 902 Travelers Building 
Richmond 19, Va. 

Aug. 14-17—FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION OP 
THE STATE OF NEW YORK. Annu 
meeting, Syracuse, N. Y. Secretary, Ger 
Brun, Main Street, Buffalo, N. Y 

Aug. 14-18—-PENNSYLVANIA FIRE SCHOOL 
Annual meeting, Lewistown, Pa. For informa 
tion write Fire School, Public Service Institut. 
Department of Public Instruction, Harrisburg 


a. 

Aug. 18-19-CONNECTICUT STATE FIREMEN 
ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting and parad 
New London, Conn. For information contac 
New London Volunteer Firemen’s Associatior 
P. O. Box 668, New London, Conn. 

Aug. 19— BALTIMORE COUNTY VOLUN 
TEER FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. Annua 
meeting, Hereford, Md. Secretary, Richard 17 
Nesbit, 8233 Philadelphia Road, Baltimore 6, Md 

Aug. 22-25—-IOWA SHORT COURSE FOR FIRE 
PREVENTION BUREAU PERSONNEL Of 
PAID FIRE DEPARTMENTS. Annual meet 
ing, lowa State College, Ames, la. Director 
Robert C. Byrus, Fire Protection Engineer, En 
gineering Extension Service, lowa State Col 
Pm Ames, la. 

24-25 MINNESOTA FIRE CONFER 
NC E. Annual meeting, Nicollet Hotel, Min 
neapolis, Minn. Executive Director, Leonar 
C. Lund, Deputy Commissioner, Fire Marsha 
Division, Saint Paul 1, Minn. 

Sept. 5-8-MARYLAND SHORT COURSE. An 
nual meeting, University of Maryland, College 
Park, Md. Director, Chief James W. Just 
Fire Service Extension, University of Mary 
land, College Park, Md. 

Sept. 5-8-— INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF FIREFIGHTERS. Annual meeting, Mil 
waukee, Wis. Secretary-Treasurer, George J 
Richardson, A. F. of L. Building, Washington 
~ ¢ 


Sept. 5-8—-DOMINION ASSOCIATION OF FIRE 
CHIEFS. Annual meeting, Victoria, B.C. Sec 
retary-Treasurer, Chief Allan H. Clark, Fire 
Headquarters, Lakefield, Ont. 

Sept. 8-10—OHIO STATE FIREMEN’S ASSO 
CIATION. Annual meeting, Geneva-on-the 
Lake, Ohio. Secretary, Dale Hogg, 1431 Park 
view Road, Lyndhurst Ohio. 





Sept. 11—GREAT LAKES ASSOCIATION OF 


FIRE CHIEFS. Annual meeting, prior t 
I. A. F. C. meeting, in San Francisco, Cal 
Secretary-Treasurer, Chief Charles A. Delaney 
1418 Warren Road, Lakewood 7, Ohio 

Sept. 12-15—-INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF FIRE CHIEFS and PACIFIC COAST IN 
TER-MOUNTAIN ASSOCIATION OF FIRE 
CHIEFS. Annual meeting, San Francisco, Cal 
Secretary-Treasurer, I.A.F.C., Chief Daniel B 
Tierney, 8 Robbins Road, Arlington 74, Mass 

Sept. 18 - 21 INTERNATIONAL MUNICIPAI 
SIGNAL ASSOCIATION. Annual _ meeting 
Hotel Commodore, New York City. Secretary 
Irvin Shulsinger, 11 West 42nd Street, New 
York 18, N. Y. 

Sept. 19-20-IOWA FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION 
Annual convention and tournament, Counc 
Bluffs, Ia. Secretary, Carl H. Fuchs, 2749 Kin- 
sey Avenue, Des Moines 17, Ia 

Sept. 1921—THE FIREMEN’S ‘ASSOCTATION 
OF THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
Annual meeting, Harrisburg, Pa. Secretary 
Charles E. Clark, Wayne, Pa 

Oct. 5-7—OHIO FIRE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION 
Annual meeting, Youngstown, Ohio. Secretary- 
Treasurer, William H. Rosche, Assistant Chief, 
Canton Fire Department, Canton 2, Ohio 

Oct. 16-18—-NEBRASKA STATE VOLUNTEER 
FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, 
Omaha, Neb. Secretary-Treasurer, Russell D. 

Salak, Schuyler, Neb 

Oct. 19-21—-ILLINOIS FIREMEN’S ASSOCIA 
TION. Annual meeting, Alton, Ill. Secretar) 
Chief Roy W. Alsip, Fire Headquarters, Cham 
paign, Ill 

Oct. 28-29—NATIONAL FIREMEN’S ASSOCIA 
TION. Second organizational meeting, Hote 
William Penn, Pittsburgh, Pa. Secretary. Dale 
Hogg, 1431 Parkview Road, Lyndhurst 24, Oh 
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USES AIR OR 
OXYGEN 


Use this Emergency Equipment 
Wherever Breathing Failures §| i", tunes coos toxic ga 


Are likely to Occur 


@ Police Cars and Ambulances @ Fire Companies 
@ Boat Houses and Beaches @ Schools, Mines, etc. 


Here 1s an exceptionally effective means of artifi- 
cial resuscitation — so simple, so portable, and so 
inexpensive that one can be kept for immediate 
life-saving action wherever respiratory failure 
may occur. The Kreiselman Bellows Resuscitator 
weighs only two pounds, can be stored or carried 
as easily as a camera, and costs many times less 
than ordinary equipment. (Anyone can operate it 
effectively and safely after only a few minutes’ 


instruction! ) 


OHIO CHEMICAL & SURGICAL EQUIPMENT CO. 
A DIVISION OF AIR REDUCTION COMPANY, INCORPORATED 
1400 E. WASHINGTON AVE. ©® MADISON 10, WIS. 
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KREISELMAN 


ECEdllowd 
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ORDER THIS — 

PROTECTION NOW: 
ONLY $5§5°° 


includes bellows and 
valve assembly, mask, airway, 
elbow adapter, and carrying case. 
Se eee ee SS eS eS eS SB eS eee eee eee 


DEPT. FE 


Ohio Chemical & Surgical Equipment Co. 
1400 E. Washington Ave., Madison 10, Wis. 
(0 Ship... ...Kreiselman Bellows Resuscitator at $55.00 


(quantity) each plus parcel post. 


(0 Send complete descriptive literature. 

I iceevictenieenncniinccnensien 

Street Address 

..Zone ON ccscinstcesinttinainibicevnnhiandatin 


oe | ee 


Title or office........... : " - 
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OFFICIAL 
BADGE 





Actual Size 





OF YOUR 
ASSOCIATION 


Wear One! 


No. 5822 
Rolled Gold $8.50-14 Kt. Gold $55.00 


No. 7414 
Rolled Gold $1.00-14 Kt. Gold $3.50 
Plus 20% Federal Tax 


Satisfaction or money refunded. 


BRAXMAR 
BADGES 


Standard since 1879 


JOHN O. VEIT 


President 


Cc. G. BRAXMAR CO., Inc. 


216 E. 45th Street, New York 17, N. Y. 
Kindly 
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Was Her Face Red (and How 
About the Firemen?) 


This is authenticated by a certain 
midwest Fire College lecturer, who 
shail be nameless—as shall the innocent 
victim of this embarrassing incident. 

It seems there was a baby sitter who 
liked to read as she sat. Everywhere 
she went her book was sure to go. 

One day, when all was serene on the 
baby sitting job with her ward as good 
as gold and sleeping like a top, our 
heroine, heeding nature’s summons, took 
to the throne with her ever-present lat- 
est literary gem. And as is said of all 
true bibliophiles, the world stood still 


as she pored over her treasure. Alas, 
for how long, nobody knows. 
Came the time to check on baby. 


and what do you think! The baby sit- 
ter couldn't raise a pedal extremity—if 
you will pardon the expression—leg. 
Some misguided soul had just lac- 
quered the seat of the throne and, being 
impatient, couldn't wait for the rubber 


base enamel to dry before putting it 
back into commission. 
After futile efforts to stand on her 


own, our sitter with both an actual and 
figurative pain you-know-where, decided 
that help was needed and proceeded to 
raise a ruckus on the radiator. People 
on the floor below, unable to enter her 
locked compartment, did the usual- 
called the fire department. 

The emergency squad forced its way 
into the bathroom, and with only their 
ingenuity to guide them, proceeded to 
try to make the lass come clean, their 
first application being warm water, but 
they only succeeded in making it hot 
for her—physically, mentally and so 
forth. When all other emergency meas- 
ures failed they sought one skilled in 
professional posterior protection 

and rounded up a doctor who came, 
saw —and promptly contributed his 
bit by plopping on .the wet chamber 
floor and acquiring a broken ankle for 
his pains (or should it be t’other Way 
round?) 

But fire emergency 
emergency squads for naught. They 
had the seat off—that is, off the 
throne. The queen, throne or no throne, 
still retained her claim to being a cham- 
peen “sitter” and that reputation—as 
well as the “throne”’—accompanied her 
on her journey to the nearest hospital. 

Deponents saith not what happened 
to the medico, but they do say alcohol— 
applied externally—brought the girl out 
in the end. She survived. So did the 
emergency squad—although there’s talk 
that the red-faced Brothers are read- 
ing up on “Posterior and Blasting Pro- 
cedures,” just in case. 

* * * 


Light Bulb Heat Ignites Gasoline Fumes? 


Perhaps our readers will figger this’un 
out. It is a press report from the Wor- 
cester, Mass., Telegram and contributed 
by Southworth Lancaster of Cam- 
bridge. It reads as follows: “Heat from 
an electric light bulb ignited gasoline 
fumes at the city’s Department of 
Weights and Measures garage... . 
District Chief Francis P. Cavenaugh 
said a department worker, checking a 


squads are not 


soon 


truck’s capacity, ignited the fumes with 
the bulb. Damage to the truck was 
negligible. Firemen from Engines 3 
and 7 extinguished the blaze with fog 
nozzles.” 

* * * 


Sticky Time Had by All the Brothers 


At the height of a thunderstorm in 
St. Louis. Mo., in which 4.26 inches of 
rain fell in six hours, a Mrs. Dale Can- 
non telephoned the fire department. “| 
think lightning just struck my garage,” 
she reported to the operator. 

A fire truck was dispatched, but be. 
came stalled in high water. A _ ladder 
truck roared out to take over the job 
It also stalled. A police squad car, sent 
to aid the stuck firemen, also suffered 
the same fate. 

While perplexed firemen were trying 
to figure out what kind of equipment to 
send next, Mrs. Cannon called again 
“My garage wasn’t hit after all” she re- 
ported happily. Thanks, Irving W 
JOHNSON. 

* *. # 
Youth Aflame Stirs Things—and 
Firemen in Hackensack! 

It took Firemen and Policemen oj 
Hackensack, N. J., some time to re 
cover from a melodrama staged by three 
teen-age bobbysoxers of that city who 
were trying to act out episodes from a 
movie dea.ing with wayward girls. 

All of the girls were from good fami- 
lies. Their ages varied form 15 to 17. 

Here’s what happened after the trio 
saw a picture called “Youth Aflame,” 
according to their story to police. 

Walking down Main street, they de- 
cided to act out some of the drama they 
saw filmed. First they set fire to a city 
trash can. Then spotting a set of auto- 
mobile keys left in a car they stole the 
keys. Unable to find another car 
which would fit the keys, they tried to 
start a second auto by working wires 
around the ignition. This caused a 
short and subsequent small fire. Then 
they returned to the orignal car, got it 
started, with a 17-year-old driving, and 
a 16-year-old shifting gears. They'd 
gone 100 feet when they piled into a 
parked auto. They fled, but police lo- 
cated them through two large maroon 
buttons ripped from the jacket of one of 
the gals. Firemen breathed easier after 
they were all locked up. The_ two 
younger went to the children’s home— 
the third was released in the custody of 
her parents. Thanks, J. JEBENs. 

* 


* * 
Tots Drown in Tub After Rescue from Fire 
Murray, Utah, is the home of Mrs 
Kathryn Wrathal. When her house 


was damaged by a small fire, two little 
daughters drowned in their bath tub 
where their panic-stricken mother had 
put them for safe keeping. 

Mrs. Wrathal told the coroner that 
fire broke out in the night directly undet 
the crib where her daughters Diana, ll 
months old. and Lina Ann, 3, were 
asleep. Police reported the fire was ap- 
parently caused by a mislaid cigarette 

In her excitement, the mother grab- 
bed up the children and placed them 
in the tub which had been filled with 
water to soak the family wash. She 
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Convention- 


bound? 
RIDE THE 


“CORRIGAN 
SPECIAL” 


via The 


Milwaukee Road 


Without extra rail fare you can go 
to the San Francisco convention in 
September via Seattle and the glo- 
rious Pacific Northwest. 


You travel with congenial com- 
panions on a luxurious special train 
over a delightfully scenicroute. And 
look at these extras that you get. 


e@ A stop at Butte, Montana—the 
great copper mining camp in 
the heart of the Rockies—with a 
visit to colorful Meaderville. 


@ Practically a full day at beautiful 
Spokane—the Power City and 
capital of the Inland Empire— 
with a trip in special buses to 
mighty Grand Coulee Dam. 


@ Cosmopolitan Seattle, gateway t« 
Alaska and the Orient—with 
Canadian Pacific steamer cruise 
to Victoria, B. C., and return. 


@ Stop at Portland for a tour of 
the spectacular Columbia River 
Highway. 


@ You really see the Pacific Coast on 
this scenic route to San Francisco. 


You can select accommodations 
on the Corrigan Special to suit 
your taste—standard lower and 
upper berths, compartments and 
drawing rooms; also diner and re- 
freshment car. 


For a descriptive folder and res- 
ervation blank, write to Chief 
Frank C. McAuliffe, 100 South Des 
Plaines St., Chicago 6, or address 
Harry Sengstacken, Passenger 
Traffic Manager, 708 Union Sta- 
tion, Chicago 6, Illinois. 


rw MILWAUKEE *0% 


Please 





then ran to the home of neighbors, who 
called firemen. The latter extinguished 
the blaze and removed the girls from 
the tub and worked in vain with two 
ambulance crews two hours to revive 
them. Thanks, “Bell Clubber.” 


* * x 
Hot Off the Tape 


Carl E. Wunder, 65, fireman of Iron 
River, Mich., died of a heart attack after 
driving a fire truck five miles to a barn 
blaze near Iron River town hall. Wun- 
der, a former fire chief, had been a city 
employee over 20 years. ... In Mas- 
sillon, Ohio, City Auditor Edgar L. 
Lash witheld payment for three $5 
alarm clocks for the Massillon Fire De- 
partment. His reason?—“There should 
be a fireman on duty 24 hours a day. 


I see no reason for an alarm clock to 
wake up anyone.” (Thanks, J. K.)... 
In Pittsburgh, Pa., Gus Paris, confec- 


| tioner, could hardly move in the crowd- 
ed kitchen of his store as he finished 
| making a batch of chocolate Easter 
| eggs. He started to prepare some sugar 
for filling more of the hen fruit. A 
| kettle slipped, the sugar ignited and 
| 7,000 one-pound eggs went up in smoke. 
$4,000. . . . J. E. McKinley was 
| visiting a television factory in Los An- 
| geles, when he saw a video coverage 
of fire enveloping a home in the Hol- 
lywood Hills. “That’s my house,” shout- 
ed McKinley, as he took off for his 
| home in a cloud of dust. He arrived 
| to find his three story dwelling de- 
| stroyed, but his wife and daughter safe 
at a neighbor’s home. “Please let 
me use the phone so I can report a fire,” 
shouted farmer William Yahn of Rush, 
N. Y., to users of his party line. “We're 
talking and you'll just have to wait,” 
Yahn said one of the women on the line 
told him. Yahn reported his alarm was 
delayed five minutes. Flames had all 
but leveled both his barns when firemen 
| arrived. There oughta be a law! ... Mis- 
haps muddled the efforts of the Manilla, 
Ind., Fire Department when the home 
of Coree Pounds in Rush County, Ind., 
caught fire. First, the neighbors tried to 
organize a_ bucket brigade. Nobody 
knows how long the alarm was delayed. 
Then the Manilla lads headed for the 
scene, but got lost. When they finally 
arrived, they discovered the hose had 
jolted off the truck as it rumbled over 
bumpy roads. Un, huh—the house 
| burned to the ground ... A report from 
Davenport, Iowa, relates that lightning 
struck and knocked down Emanuel 
Shanley, 78, an employe of the Club 
Morroco Grill, when it ricocheted through 
that place in Rock Island, Ill. Shanley 
was listed as seriously injured. Fire- 
| men who responded said his hair was 
singed. The bolt knocked out all the 
| windows in the grill, firemen said... . 
Matthew Kane, 23, of Englewood, N. J., 
| was convicted of arson May 2 1950, in 
connection with a fire at the strike- 
bound Continental Paper Company plant 
in Ridgefield Park on last September. 
He faces a maximum sentence of three 
| years in prison. Indictment charged 
him with touching off the timekeeper’s 
office... . A Catholic priest, Rev. Joseph 
H. Boldt, 52, pastor of St. Lucy’s 
Church, Altmont, a suburb of Albany, 
N. Y., was asphyxiated by smoke while 
trying to save the parish records during 
a fire on May 6, 1950. . . . Mrs. Mary 
Hack, who had observed her 102nd 
birthday only a few days before, was 
rescued from a burning  nine-room 


Loss 


| 
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rooming house five miles west of Jolie: 
Ill, by a passing motorist and he 
niece. The old lady rocked in a chai, 
in the farmyard while firemen from § 
Joliet and Plainfield tried vainly to cop. 
trol the flames... . / A 29-year-old Brag. 
ford, Pa. aspiring forest ranger, La 
verne Jones, was arrested May 8. 195 
for trying too hard to find a job. 
told officers he set a forest fire becaus 
he thought that, if he helped put oy 
such a fire, forest rangers might giy 
him a job. . . . Out in Stratton Net 
the town board met to select candidate 
for trustee, but discovered the require 
number of citizens were not present z 
the meeting. The gathering was abow 
to be called off when somebody be 
thought himself that the volunteer fire. 
men were having a meeting nearby. Ap 
alarm was sounded, a dozen firemen 
rushed in, helped create a quorum an 
then departed. ... J A fire on the roof oj 
a home owned by Mrs. Mary Costas oj 
Auburn, N Y., was attributed tp a bird 
Fire Chief James S. Boyle said the bir) 
probably picked up a lighted cigarett 
and cafried it to a nest on Mrs. Costas’ 
roof.. 

* * * 


“4 


Considerable Hubbub in Harrisonburg 


Harrisonburg, Va., was in a bit of 
dither over a recent week-end. There 
were several fires, two of ’em having a 
different twist. 

At 5:25 A. M., Mrs C. C. Cox, 1021 
So. Main street, telephoned an alarm 
when a short circuit in her electric re- 
frigerator filled the home with smoke. 

A few minutes later, Miss Julia Ann 
Lonergan, 35 Cantrell avenue, awakened 
by the responding fire apparatus. discov- 
ered her own home filled with smoke— 
and rushed to put in an alarm. 

Harrisonburg Fire Company No. 1, 
which answers all alarms south of Mar- 
ket street in the area in which both 
fires were located, was at the Cox fire, so 
it was necessary for No. 4 Company, 
which answers calls north of Market 
street, to take the Lonergan fire. 

Believe it or not, this fire was also 
caused by a short in an electric re- 
frigerator. 

Just to add to the excitement in Har- 
risonburg, Tom Yancy, local insurance 
man, found his car was on fire. Instead 
of calling the Brothers, Mr. Yancy drove 
his burning chariot to the headquarters 
of No. 1 Company which obligingly 
doused the blaze (burning rags under 
the floor board). 

Late reports state all’s quiet now on 
the Harrisonburg fire front. Thanks, 
IRVING JOHNSON. 








Cedar Rapids Per Capita Fire Loss $1.28 


The Annual Report of the Cedar 
Rapids Fire Department for the fiscal 
year ending March 31, 1950, showed fire 


losses amounting to $96,036.95. The 
average loss per fire (736 fires) was 
$130.49 or $1.28 per capita. Cost to 


maintain the fire department was $299,- 
618.59 or $3.99 per capita. 

Chief E. P. Kohout’s comprehensive 
statistics show, among other interesting 
developments, that the department re- 
sponded to 1,350 alarms, 440 still alarms, 
traveled 3,664.2 miles and worked 640.41 
hours. 
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Obituaries | 














Chief Rodman, North 
Kingstown, Dies 


Fire Chief Roger W. Rodman, of 
North Kingstown, R. I., former town 
committee chairman, head of the water 
commission, prominent Mason, and 
secretary of the Rodman Mfg. Co., 
which has been onerated by three gen- 
erations of his family, died May 20th 
last 

In addition to establishing an out- 
standing town fire department, which 
he headed for 21 years, Chief Rodman 
played a prominent part in statewide fire 
service activities. During World War 
II he trained numerous auxiliary fire- 
men while increasing the effectiveness 
of his own department. He was a 
founder and past president of the South 
County Fire Chiefs and Forest Fire 
Wardens Association and a member of 
the Fire Chiefs’ Club of Rhode Island, 
the New England Association of Fire 
Chiefs and the International Associa- 
tion of Fire Chiefs. 


Ret. Dep. Chief Sutherland Dead 


Alexander J. Sutherland, 75, retired 
deputy chief of the Rochester Fire De- 
partment, collapsed on June 13, 1950, 
while addressing a meeting of the Police 
& Firemen’s Post, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, in Rochester, and died later in a 
hospital. He served nearly 40 years 
with the Rochester Fire Department, 
rising from fireman in 1910 to Lieu- 
tenant, Captain in 1912, and Battalion 
Chief in 1923. He was appointed 
Deputy Chief in 1941 and retired in 1944. 
For 15 years he was in charge of the 
firemen’s training school. He was past 
commander of L. Boardman Smith 
Camp, United Spanish War Veterans, 
and former commander VFW. 


Max L. Blatz Dead at 67 


Max L. Blatz, 67, for 25 years sales 


representative of the Eureka Fire Hose 
division of the United States Rubber 
Company, and widely known and re- 
garded throughout Eastern states, died 
at his home in Mount Vernon, N. Y., 
June 8, 1950. 

Max, as he was affectionately known, 
was one of the organizers of the Fire 
Chiefs’ Emergency Plan of Westchester 
County, well known mutual aid organi- 
zation and formerly headed the Fire- 
men’s Benevolent Fund of Mount Ver- 
non, where he resided for 40 years. 

In 1948, after his retirement as metro- 
politan area sales representative of the 
company’s Eureka Fire Hose division, 
he became an independent distributor 
of Eureka Fire Hose. He at one time 
Was captain and president of Engine 
Company 6 of the Mount Vernon Vol- 
unteer Fire Department 


Los Angeles Captain a Casualty 


Fire Captain Michael J. Carter, of the 
Los Angeles Fire Department, collapsed 
and died while directing his men at a 
$315,000 fire June 9, 1950. He had been 
a member of the municipal department 

wr 25 
I years. 


The fire started in the rear office of 
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WDIAN FIRE FUMPS! 
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¥ iow one of your INDIAN FIRE 

‘ PUMPS last spring and already 

it has saved 19 acres of 50 bu. wheat 
for me. We carry it right on the 
combine and want you to know 

that we could not get along without it. 


4. W. Davis 





CHIEF SAYS, “INDIANS ARE 
THE FINEST EXTINGUISHERS 
EVER USED!” 


The INDIAN FIRE PUMPS we have 
on our tracks are the finest portable 
extinguishers | have ever used. 


They are the quickest, most economical 
means of extinguishing grass, brush, 


found ——— _— a rubbish, awning or roof fires. 
FIRE PUMP Invaluable” Frank Mitchell, Chief 
Will you kindly send us 6 ae 


more IHDIAN FIRE PUMPS. eee Fe ee Ss, W you, toe 
We have one now and are very <3 Ae INDIAN Fine 


well pleased with it. We need 

6 more. Foothills and mountains 

surround the school and 

whenever a brush or grass fire 

starts, the community calls on 

us for help. We have found the 

(HDIAN FIRE PUMP 

invaluable in such activities. 
Yours very truly, 

Cheyenne Mountain Schools 
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FAMOUS FIRE EXTINGUISHERS WRITE TO 
UTICA 2, NW. Y. 


Barnett Co. 
PACIFIC COAST BRANCHES: 2008'S E. 8th Ave. CANADIAN AGENTS: 
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617 East 3rd Street 600 Spring St. By at L . 
—— HMemeth Fells, Gregen Vancouver, B. C., Canada 
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the Alco Research & Engineering Co 
at 1107 N. El Centro Ave., a recording 
concern, and spread through a grated 
but uncovered window into a _ record 
storage room It spread upward and 
irtually destroved a commercial photo- 
graphic studio, making a smoky, hot 
nre 


The Engineering contpany handles 
recordings popular with the 
jitterbuge set and reportedly had 250,000 
finished valued at 
Dp otograph studio 
damage was estimated at $50,000. As- 
sistant Fire Chief Pat A. Ferguson esti- 
mated damage to the building at $15,- 


spec ialty 


records in storage, 


a dollar eac} Phe 


Ooo 

The Los Angeles Captain, who lived 
in North Hollywood, sank to the side 
valk in front of the burning structure 
Hollywood Rescue Unit No. 27 was 
pecial called and its members worked 


over him, but he was pronounced dead 
by physicians. 


Jonas R. Moyer Dead 


Jonas R. Moyer, 61, Berks County, 
Pa., Fire Marshal and former Chief of 
the Goodwill Fire Company of Hyde 
Park, near Reading, Pa., is dead of a 
heart ailment. 

Moyer acted four years as assistant 
chief of the department before becoming 
chief in 1933. He became Fire Marshal 
in 1937. He was also president of the 
Muhlenberg Township Water Author 
ity, and first vice-president of the Key 
stone State Fire Chiefs’ Association. 

His other affiliations during his active 
career in the fire service i 





circles in- 
cluded: Honorary member, Montgomery 
County Fire Police Assn.; International 
Association of Fire Chiefs; Berks Coun- 
tv Fire Chiefs’ Assn.; Eastern Associa- 





SPECIAL OFFER 


to users of 


OBERDORFER 


The word's gotten around that we are soon introducing new 
and greatly improved models of the famous Oberdorfer Booster 


Pumps. . 


. and orders already received show that demand will 


exceed supply for some time. So . .. we have decided to allocate 
our entire initial production to present users of Oberdorfer 


you will fill in and mail the coupon below, we will place you on + 
our priority list for early delivery of the new model pumps. This 
is not an order, and does not obligate you to buy, but merely 


insures you of priority delivery when the new models are 
announced if or when you place an order. 
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Fire Pump Division 


We are now using 

quantity 
Date of purchase (if known) 
Type of service 


Pumps (no obligation to purchase). 


Name 


Address 





OBERDORFER FOUNDRIES, INC. 
Oberdorfer Booster Pumps, Model Nos... . 


(] Place our name on your priority list for new model Oberdorfer Booster 


[] Send us literature on the new pumps when ready. 


Syracuse, N. Y. 





Dept. 
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tion of Fire Chiefs; Berks County Fire 


Police Assn.; Berks County Firemen’s 
\ssn.; Pennsylvania State Firemen’s 
\ssn.; Pennsylvania Fire Police Assn. 


Junior Fire Co. of Reading; Kenhorst, 
Ruscombmanor, Laureldale and Mt 
Pleasant Fire Companies of Berks 
County. 

\ Hyde Park pumper was used in the 
funeral to carry the numerous floral 
tributes. 


Death Comes to Asst. Supt. 
Charles Mensing 


Charles E. 





Mensing, 70, Assistant 
Superintendent, Fire and Police Alarm 
Bureau, Toledo, Ohio, died of a heart 
attack in Bedford, Pa., in June, while on 
a vacation. 


He began his career in the Toledo 
Fire Department in 1899, was made 
operator in 1903 and assistant super- 


intendent in 1927. With former Tyler 
Green, superintendent of fire alarm tele- 
graph, Mr. Mensing helped design what 
was then reported the fastest system of 
alarm transmission in the nation. He 
was an ardent photographer and many 
of his action shots of fire apparatus and 
fire fighting found their way into the 
pages of this Journal, one of whose staff 
learned basic fire service communica- 
tions under his tutelage. He is mourned 
by a wide circle of friends in the fire 
and signal communications services. 


Chief John T. Lynch Dead at 79 


John T. Lynch, who retired as chief 
of the Kansas City, Mo., Fire Depart- 
ment last March, after 57 years active 
service—including ten years as Chief— 
died June 28, 1950. He had been ill since 
September. 

















John T. Lynch 


Chief Lynch entered the Department 
in May, 1893 and became a_ District 
Chief in 1916. He was appointed Chief 
in July, 1940. He was one of the famous 
band of fire fighters in the historic fire 
crew taken by Chief George C. Hale on 
the exhibition tour of Europe in 1900, 
during which the American team won 
all honors for quick hitch, fast response 
and other operations. Only one other 
crew member survives; he is John Evans 
of Joplin, Mo., who retired from the 
department in 1926. 

The late Chief joined the Kansas City 
Fire Department at the age of 21, after 
a sea-going career. He early distin- 
guished himself as a fireman. In 1897 
he saved the lives of two women in a 
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Kourth floor apartment rescue. In 1898 
e saved a man in a third story rescue. 
le was cited for bravery in both res- 


ues. 
The Chief's main interest was _ boat- 


w—next to firefighting. He was for 
many years a member of the Interna- 
tional Association of Fire Chiefs and 


served three years as president of the 
Missouri Valley Association of Fire 
hiets 
Surviving are a daughter, three sons, 
sister, thirteen grandchildren and two 
ereat-grandchildren. Mrs. Lynch died 
1948 soon after the couple’s golden 
edding anniversary. 








Persons in the News 








Coleman Miller New 
Auburn Chief 


Coleman Miller, 42, who replaces 
‘ire Chief Ralph B. Harnden as head 
i the Auburn, Me., Fire Department, 
se to the rank of major in the Salva- 
tion Army, during which time he was 
actively interested in firemanship. He 
served as a call man in the Auburn de- 
partment during his Salvation Army ac- 
tivities, which included organization of 
an emergency program and creation of 
2 fire emergency unit comprising rescue 
ambulance and crew which responded 
to all major fires in Lewiston, Me. and 
\uburn, serving refreshments, etc. 
Major Miller was selected by Auburn 
City Manager Bernal Allen as Chief 
from among nine applicants who took a 
ivil service test. In his varied career 
in fire protection engineering he at- 
tended the Conne<ticut Fire College and 
completed courses in fire fighting, pre 
vention and hydraulics at the National 
Institute, and the first aid course of the 
\merican Red .Cross. He took office 
as Chief on June 1, 1950. 


McKenzie Made Connell 
by N. B. F. U. 
Jack G. 


: McKenzie, former insurance 
commissioner of Arkansas, has been ap- 
pointed assistant general counsel of the 
National Board of Fire Underwriters in 


San Francisco, it was announced last 
month bv J. Raymond Berry, general 
counsel. Mr. McKenzie will act as as- 


sistant to Frank J. Agnew, who repre- 
sents the National Board Laws Com- 
mittee in the eight Western States. 

Mr. McKenzie was born in Blue 
Jacket, Okla., and after graduating from 
Nowata, Okla., high school, attended the 
University of Kansas and Cumberland 
University, from which he received a 
law degree in 1926. He engaged in the 
private practice of law at Shawnee, 
Okla., and for five years was chief as- 
sistant and acting attorney for the Fire 
Marshal of the State. 

He became a special agent of the 
Arson Department of the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters in Decem- 
ber, 1927, and was assigned to the State 
of Arkansas. In January, 1945, he 
became insurance commissioner for that 
State and served until January, 1949, 
when he re-entered the employ of the 
National Board. 

He is a member of the Bars of Ten- 
nessee, Arkansas, and Oklahoma. He 
served as chairman of the committee on 
fre prevention of the National Associa- 
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FIRE BREAKS OUT AT 2AM. 
IN TENEMENT ROOMS WHERE 
THREE UNATTENDED CHILDREN 


ARE SLEEPING— 





F =T 
ET e.g ae IMT Trl 
in Woonsocket P/: 
E | : 

“Tenement Tire= 
ltth SOW Alt-Pak 
RON See Ny So ge SS 
playing a leading parr 





——— 











2 CHILDREN ARE RESCUED. 
THEN — BUT LET THE LOCAL 


PAPER TELL THE STORY: 











“The third and 
most daring rescue 
was effected by 
Ralph Lauzon, fire 
chief's chauffeur. 
“Wearing a Scott 
‘Air-Pak’, a new 
piece of equip- 
ment, Lauzon grop- 
ed through the 
dense smoke... 
traced the child by 
her moaning, find- 
ing her unconcious 
on the floor . 
carried her out.” 











She was given first aid in the depart- 
ment’s rescue truck en route to the hospital. 
Her condition was reported as poor because 
of smoke inhalation, when she was admitted, 
but was reported considerably improved at 
noon.” 

From the Woonsocket R. I. “Call” 

June rth, 1949 




















Victims rescued—fires put out with 
minimum property loss—that’s the 
story of fighting fires with the aid 
of Scott Air-Pak Safety Breathing 
Equipment. Quickly put in use 
when smoke or fumes create a 
breathing hazard, Scott A/r-Paks 
get firemen off to a fast start in 
rescue work, or in effective control 
of a fire at its source. An ample 
supply of cool, confidence-inspiring 
air (not oxygen) with Air-Pak 
helps “keep things moving” at top 
efficiency throughout. 
° Get the full story of 
Scote Air-Pak equip- 
ment, and FREE 
DEMONSTRATION 
—_— if desired. Write for 
Bulletin $10 and 


name of nearest dis- 
tributor — today! 


f,/ 


¢ 




















ron'SareTy-FOR SEN’ SAFETY EQUIPMENT DIVISION 


SGouT AVIATION GG 


215 ERIE ST. 


LANCASTER, N. Y. 


in Canada: Safety Supply Company, Toronto, Ont. 


It will help if you mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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Insurance ( 
is member of othe 
group 


tion of nissioners, and 


imittees of that 


Chief Williams to Manage 
Cincinnati Salvage Corps 


H. Chris Williams, since 1937 As 
sistant Fire Chief of the Cincinnati Fire 
Department, w Business Man- 
ager of the Underwriter’s 
Salvage Corps retirement from 


ill become 
Cincinnati 
ifter his 


the fire department on July 22, 1950, 
it is announced by Gene Buss, President 
of the Board of Trustees of the Under 
writers Corps 

Mr. Buss also announces the naming 
of Capt. John Frank as Superintendent 
of the Salvage Corps He had been 
senior Captain of the Corps Ed Ader, 


former Superintendent, 
after 46 years service 
tion 

[he retirement of the 
sistant Chief 


retired recently 
with the organiza- 


63-year-old As- 
comes as a surprise to 
many of his associates and friends in 
the fire service. Chief Williams began 
his career in 1909 as stoker, six years 
later becoming engineer of steamer in 
Company 44. In 1916 he was appointed 
engineer of Pumper Company 20 and 
promoted to lieutenant in 1918. In 1920 
he was made Captain and in 1928 Fire 
Department Drillmaster. All of his 
promotions followed Civil Service eligi- 
bility tests. 

Che combination of 


Chief Williams 


and Captain Frank augurs well for the 


future of the Cincinnati Underwriters 
Salvage Corps 


Pat Howz 





aComplete Service 


APPARATUS BUILT TO ORDER 


NEW 
OLD = 











If you, Chief, feel that you want your own distinctively designed apparatus, you 
will find it interesting to consult us regarding your ideas. We build apparatus to 


your specifications, 


to meet your particular needs. We also take old apparatus 


and, for a fraction of the cost of new apparatus, rebuild and bring it up-to-date, 
giving it another 10 or 12 years of life. For any specialized building or rebuilding 
job write us fully. You will be dealing direct with principals when you write us. 


EDGAR ROAD 
LINDEN 









SQUAD TRUCKS 


PUMPERS 


NOT 
HOW MUCH 
BUT 
HOW WELL 


TANK WORKS 
NaBaNal 





AIRPORT CRASH TRUCKS 


INDUSTRIAL FIRE TRUCKS 


HIGH PRESSURE FOG ENGINES 


Please 


mention FIRE 


ENGINEERING when writing adz 





FIRE ENGINEERINGB ior JULY, | 


New Chief and Three Deputieelevation < 


in Memphis 


the hy drat 


: id ae J Answer: 
John C. Klinck, son of former fir the line 1 
chief Irby Klinck of the Memphis Fir 


Department, replaced Chief 


O’Sullivan as head of that organization 
i Boyle or 
appoint. 
ment of three new deputy chiefs. The 
Clarence Baugh ané 


Commissioner 
announced the 


in June. Fire 
that city has 


are W. I 
Edgar P. 

Chief 
years 
nates, will “tend his 
Memphis home, 2464 Madison 


silbrey, 
Lovell. 


O'Sullivan, whose 


Cc onm 


colorful 3 
career in the department termi- 
garden” at hi 


then the 
Bio be suthe 
loss in 130 
dition to | 
discharge 
coming th 
the hydra 
ye a sma 
when the 
though thi 
f-inch mé 


t 


1s 


Street. main. 


If the h 





Questions and Answers 





per minu' 
dred feet 
pounds, ¢ 


al The fri 





L. P. Gas Installations Below 
Ground Level 


To the Editor: 

As bottled gas is 
heavier than air, 
cerned 


stoves, 
installed in basements. 


i.e., laundry 
ranges, etc., 


do not refer to the tanks or cylinders 
located outside the 
But think of the hazards§. 
arising from the appliance itself—§ i.) 
leaking connection, fail- Bo. 


split pipe, 
etc. What is your version of this 


which must be 
building. 


open valve, 
ure of automatic control, 
hazard ? 


Answer: Where L.P. 
a building below ground level, there is 


W. B.D. 


natural hazard due to the possibility of 
fittings, etc., and ; 
low § strictly 


leakage from valves, 
the accumulation of 
point. 

Where no odorant is used in the ga 
the hazard is increased 
for the presence of gas 
would not be detected. 

As you state, 
the air, and 


the gas at 


from 


would therefore 


considerably 
I have been con- 
for some time over installa- 
tions made below the ground level, 
water heaters, § !he 


gas is used in 


the gas is heavier than 
accumu- The 


1 


13 times . 
The 12 
above the 
of 12 x .4 
this head 
30 pounc 
pounds, * 
for over 
and furn: 
inlet to t 
11 
for this 
I the drop 
the line 
negligibl 
Thus | 
130 


get thro 
not in e 


Nashv 
a Fic 
Nash 


‘$300 g 
S, corpora 


tremendously, § the Fe 
leaks 


plant | 
Gallatis 
no app 


late in pockets. All that is needed is a  deau | 
source of ignition and you have the § equipp 
makings of an explosion. the fire 
Che record of L. P. gas installations § private 
shows that there have been a great §& structi 
number of explosions from leaks and This 
the resulting accumulation of the gas. month 
WwW here it is possible, it is best to have and G 
all gas piping and equipment employing J across 
it above ground level, to permit the gas ville f 
to dissipate into the surrounding atmo- alarm 
sphere. gine c 
er . are allowe 
Pumping Up an Incline of th 
Px a conta 
To the Editor: the $. 
A pumper is pumping from a § and h 
hydrant on a 6-inch main attached to “ry ' 
a 16-inch main, through 1500 feet of "ik 
. ° la 
¥Y2-inch rubber lined hose connected ] a, 
to a 200 foot line of 1%4-inch rubber tanks 
lined hose with a 34-inch tip. The § the : 
nozzle is elevated 20 feet above the holdi 
hydrant. Hydrant pressure is 50 " Ww! 
, . as 

pounds. Would it have been more eater 
practical to have cut the pump in at J agai: 
the 1300-foot mark on the line and crew 

made a booster lay out of it? The § "™ 


ertisers 





























ERINGB for JULY, 1950 535 
butiefelevation at this point is 12 feet above cs 
the hydrant. A. R. W. 
Answer: If the engine were placed in 
ce the line 1300 feet from the hydrant, FIRE DEPT. 
S Tiriiben the hydrant pressure would have 
en the hyc I d ha 
OnNE., be sufficient to overcome the friction OFFICIALS 
ZationBioss in 1300 feet of 214-inch hose, in ad- - 
yle « ition to giving sufficient pressure for 
PomMm-Biischarge into the engine and for over- 
The oming the elevation of 12 feet above 
andthe hydrant. Furthermore, there may | 
e a small drop in hydrant pressure | 
ul 3B when the engine is in operation, al- | 
term-§ though this should be very small as the 
it DsBéinch main is attached to a 16-inch 
> treet. & main. 
If the hydrant is supplying 110 gallons | 
“INper minute, the friction loss per hun- | 
' IPdred feet of 2%-inch hose will be 2.97 | 
rs | pounds, or 3 pounds approximately. 
——/§ The friction in 1300 feet will then be 
13 times 3, or 39 pounds. 
»w The 12-feet elevation of the nozzle 
bove the engine will require a pressure 
f 12 x .434, or 5.2 pounds to overcome 
this head. As the hydrant pressure is 
rably$50 pounds and the friction loss is 39 
_.. Bpounds, we'll have 11 pounds available 
COMB ior overcoming the 12-foot elevation 
talla- § and furnishing sufficient pressure at the 
level, § inlet to the pumper to keep it supplied. 
iters | [he 11 pounds should be satisfactory 
te | for this purpose. It is assumed that 
the drop in pressure at the hydrant when 
iders F the line is in operation would be almost 
the § negligible. 
rards Thus if the engine were placed in the 
elf— J line 1300 feet from the hydrant, the 
- + @ Maximum flow you would be able to ‘ ; 
fail- get through the line would probably be Dodge Power Wagon Fire Truck equipped 
pipe, B not in excess of 110 gallons per minute. with three New Hannay Hose Reels 
this : 
D. | 
-d inf} Nashville Firemen Forbidden to | ba A NJ N 4. 
a Fight Over-the-Line Fires 
and Nashville city fathers are adhering | NT 
low § strictly to their recent ruling of a 
$300 guarantee or no help outside the | WATE R-RESISTA 
gas, orporation line,” it is revealed. When | oO S s 
usly, § the Feldkircher Fabricating Company VAP R-RE { TANT 
eaks — plant burned on Richland Ave., near | 
Gallatin Road, May 18th, the city sent | E X Pp LO S | ©] N = Pp R @] ©] F 
than § No apparatus. } ; 
imu- § The Madison-Inglewood and the Bor- | New models for fire trucks and airport crash trucks are especially 
_ deau rive Departments both = designed with extra strong construction to withstand high pressures 
e( pe , tz cS <z 7 Ss, e . “ 
the kee hed i gee gs hoes. amar r _ and the motor 1S protected against fog, foam, water and fumes. De 
; ‘ adwe Oo . . 
ions § private companies to handle and de- | veloped to overcome the danger factors previously associated with 
Se nae was complete. | electrical rewinds, the Hannay Reel has been PROVEN SAFE and effi- 
an This aze fo ws in - Bene ° 7 ; : ; . 
mate poo Rang oye anothe a | cient in exacting factory and field service tests. Explosion-proof, heavy 
ave F and Grain Company, located just a block | duty motor with permanently lubricated bearings is Underwriters 
aa ahs the eens pas. The Nash- | Approved Class 1, Group D, and is an integral part of the reel; needs 
~~ ville fire alarm dispatcher, receiving an ‘ 
—_ arm for that blaze, sent out two en- | attention. 
gine companies, but the crews were not : . 
allowed to go to work until the owner | *#€ Can be connected through conduit, * Safe rewind speed, always under 
the mill could be located. When | for sealed, safe installation. control. 
ontact was made, he refused to put up | 4 Sealed push button control; “push” + Smartly designed, compact, durable, 
the $300 “because the mill was insured to start; “release” to stop. dependable. 
a and he thought the underwriters should wi . : “ei : 
to foot the bill.” Whereupon the munici- | * Quiet, positive sprocket and chain oe Simplicity of construction ond opera- 
- pal apparatus returned to quarters. drive; no gears to shift; no clutch to tion reduces maintenance costs to a 
S ; engage. minimum. 
ted Madison-Inglewood and Bordeau then 
¥ ame over and used up their booster | 
“o tanks. All this time the sprinklers in | AN NA 
ne the mill were doing excellent work in | 
} j - . » or 
the olding the fire in check. | ASK YOUR SUPPLIER REG. U.S. PAT. OFF 
50 When the underwriters learned what | or write direct for 4 0 4 t Q E ‘ L 5 
was happening they guaranteed the fee . . 
re bing they & : 
at and Nashville’s Engines 1 and 11 were | full information CLIFFORD B. HANNAY & SON, Inc 
igain ordered over to the mill. The two | We ort 
nd rews knocked down that portion of the re STERLO, New * 
‘he fre out of the reach of the sprinklers. ©1950 CBHGS, Inc, 
We shall appreciate your mentioning FrrE ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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FLY UNITEDS 


beautiful new 


? ¢ 


TOD 
MLL 





ONLY 91% HRS. 
FROM SAN FRANCISCO 
(Site of the 1950 Convention of the 


International Association of Fire Chiefs, 
September 12-15) 


It’s easy to visit Hawaii when you 
go to San Francisco for the Con- 
vention this fall. By United’s Main- 
liner Stratocruiser, Hawaii is only 
9% hours away, and you enjoy de- 
licious meals and “Service in the 


Mainliner Manner” aloft. Fares are 


expense Air Vacations to the Islands. 

Flying United is also the fast, 
easy way to get to the Convention 
. . . San Francisco is only a few 


hours from any of the 82 cities on 


The Main Line Airway—and you | 


fly United’s 5-mile-a-minute DC 6 | 


Mainliner 300s. 
For reservations, stop in at your 
nearest United ticket office . 


your travel agent ... Or write: 


UNITED AIR LINES 


5959 S. Cicero Avenue 
Chicago 38, Ill. 





- see 





Air Jet Drain for Hydrants 


Jet Drain Engineering Company, Sag- 


introduced a 
claimed, will 
hydrant in sixty 
minimum of labor. 


inaw, Mich., has 
which, it is 
drain a fire 
with a 


able air compressor. 


PRESSURIZED 
WATER LOCK 


QSITIVE Ale 
JET VALVE 


.*) 2 
WATER DRAIN 


Adams Jet Drain 


Called the Adams Jet Drain, the de- 
vice is described as constructed of non- 
|corrosive bronze and easily attached to 
|any standard fire hydrant 

The manufacturer explains the opera- 
ltion of the drain as follows: A drain- 
off hose extends down the barrel of the 
hydrant; a pressurized water lock is 
then tightened by hand. The air jet 
valve is plugged in, attached to the com- 
pressor and the hydrant is drained in 
sixty seconds. 

The total weight of the new drain is 
given as less than five pounds. 


New Cardox Aircrash Truck Designed 
for Small Airports 

[The Cardox Corporation, Chicago, 

Ill., has introduced a new type of alr- 

port crash vehicle of the type reported 

efficient at many military airfields. De- 


signed particularly for the smaller ajr- 
low—and United offers many low- | 





| 


| 





port, the truck, known as “Model MC- 
750,” can meet requirements such as 
fueling, motor start-ups, small spill fires, 
etc. 

As in the Cardox “Class 150” airport 
truck, the primary extinguishing medi- 
um is low pressure carbon dioxide. The 
COz (750 lb. capacity) is maintained in 
a single, insulated, refrigerated storage 
vessel at a controlled temperature of 
approximately zero, and a resulting rela- 





device 
completely 

seconds 
The only 
extra equipment needed is a small port- 






FIRE ENGINEERING 


tively low pressure of 300 P.S.1. The 
supply may be obtained in even remot 
areas through recharge from high pres. 
sure cylinders. 

Because of the high yield of CO 
snow (finely divided particles of dry 
ice at temperature of 110 below zero 
the cooling effect of the carbon dioxid 
is reported considerably increased. 

The foam capacity of the new unit 
will provide for limited “blanketing’ 
possibilities, as well as for protectior 
where foam is needed as the single ex- 
tinguishing agent. The water capacity 
of the unit (200 to 250 gals.) can be 
used with or without foam. In addition 
the truck offers the additional advantage 
of use as a “pumper” with its midship 
200 gpm pump, 3-in. suction and twe 
1'4-in. discharge lines. Its equipment 
includes portable extinguishers, tools 
and a two-section ladder. 

Special nozzles may be used for spe- 
cial purposes. A bayonet-type COs noz 
zle is available for piercing and flooding 
wing sections or other compartments. 
Extra long playpipes, in sections, hav- 
ing quick couplings are also available 
Two reels, each with 150 ft. of 7/8-in 
l.p. hose and Cardox nozzles, are in- 
cluded. 

Additional illustrations, and complete 
details of this new unit may be had from 
Cardox Corporation, 307 No. Michigan 
Ave., Chicago 1, II. 


Ward LaFrance Appoints 
The Ward LaFrance Truck Corpora- 
tion announced the appointment of Dick 
Parkhurst and Don Luther of the Gold 
Crest Safety Equipment Corporation, 
of Dunellen, N. J., to handle the sale of 
fire apparatus. “Dick and Don” are well 
known to the fire fighting fraternity for 
their combined 19 years of active con- 
nection with the Florham Park Fire 
Department and the Dunellen Fire De- 
partment of N. J., and their associations 
with the New Jersey Firemen’s Exempt 
\ssociation, the New Jersey State First 
\id Council and the International Res- 

cue and First Aid Association. 


F. L. Jones Retires from 
Quaker Rubber 


Mr. T. M. Evans, President of Quaker 
Rubber Corporation, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Division of H. K. Porter Company, 
Inc., Pittsburgh, Pa., announced the re- 
tirement on June 1, 1950, of Mr. Frank 
L. Jones, Secretary and Assistant Treas- 
urer. Mr. Jones has had 48 years of 
continuous service with Quaker, having 
started with the company in 1902. A 
Mr. Jones 


testimonial dinner honoring 
was held on June 6th. 








Cardox Model MC-750 Truck 


Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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EERING 
l. The Les Morgan Joins Van Pelt 
remot The P. E. Van Pelt, Inc., of Oakdale, 


h pres-§ California, announce the appointment of 
. = L. B. “Les” Morgan, well known North- 
t COR ern California fire apparatus representa- 
ol dry tive 

zero For the past 8 years Mr. Morgan 
lioxide® represented the American-La_ France- 
Foamite Corporation in Northern Cali- 
Vv unit fornia and Nevada, and is the third gen- 





eting’B eration of his family to be associated 
bec tion with the Fire Service. 
sle ex The Van Pelt Company, celebrating 
pacity fF their Silver Anniversary as builders of 
an be fire apparatus, this year have recently 
dition completed remodeling of their plant at 
antage Oakdale and have increased their facili- 
idshy ties to 42,000 square feet. 
dl tw 
pment ————— 
7 Quaker Rubber Elects Officers 
r spe Mr. T. M. Evans, President of Quaker | 
2 noz Rubber Corporation, Philadelphia, Pa., j 
oding Division of H. K. Porter Company, Inc., | 
nents announced that Mr. J. R. Keach, Gen- / 
_ hav eral Manager, was elected a Director 
ilable and Vice-president at a meeting of the / 
8-in soard of Directors held in Pittsburgh, 
e mM Pa., on June 1, 1950. ° 
Others include Mr. G. C. Johnson, ‘ 
iplete General Sales Manager, who was elected 
from a Director; Mr. F. A. Rehorst, Secre- 


higan tary, and Mr. V. P. McNichol, Assistant 
lreasurer. 

Quaker Rubber Corporation is a re- 
cently acquired division of H. K. Porter 
Company, Inc., Pittsburgh, Pa., and are 


ICE 
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ick manufacturers of rubber belting, hose, 

ick packing and miscellaneous rubber prod- *° 
Gold ucts for industry 
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Pale Seputdlbent a aaseh There is a Briggs & Stratton service organization, factory- 
i trained and supervised, near you — with a complete stock of 
€OYr ** outstauding achievement im the ficld f Gire : : . ‘ . 
Em — ak aia. genuine Briggs & Stratton parts for all models. 
ake ing an all purpese tool , The Halligan Zool , which i “ ce is nde ot} 
: ~ er ne Ag ~ st ——— Briggs & Stratton service is world-wide —_ and constitutes the 
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Chief Hugh Halligan Honored | 
Roston Fire Fighters Local 718 (Internationat | 


“i Association of Fire Fighters) honored New York's 
: puty Chief Hugh A. Halligan, inventor of the 
Halligan Tool, at 


‘. 





. 1 banquet held in the quarters 
. of Engine 21, that city, on May 28th 
\t the same time 100 New York City fire] 
fiwhters were visiting the Boston and Protective 
Departments, while in that city on one of their | ———— 
*? nual church pilgrimages. The award was made 2 . b " a 
i President Martin E. Pierce of the Local, and | In the automotive field Briggs & Stratton is the recognized leader 
‘- ne of a number made yy the organization in 
} . : 
wutitinn of cuuetetine Sap aavenes Se See} and world’s largest producer of locks, keys and related equipment. 
wht pr ession in a phases 
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For Dependability Plus Efficiency 


Specify HALE 


HALE 
FIRE PUMPS 


are built in all 


STANDARD 
CAPACITIES 





Write today for the NEW FOLDERS on 
Hale Fire Pumps — outstanding for de- 
pendable, efficient and flexible performance. 


HALE FIRE PUMP COMPANY 


CONSHOHOCKEN, PA. 
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Portable electricity for 
floodlights, power tools 


KOHLER 


ELECTRIC PLANT 


Increase fire-fighting efficiency with 
this compact, low-cost Kohler plant. 
Weighs only 75 lbs. Convenient carry- 
ing handle. Operates portable electric 
tools having universal (AC-DC) mo- 
tors. Has a rating of 1500 watts for 
intermittent duty. Powered by easy- 
starting, 4-cycle, air-cooled Kohler 
engine. Complete with % gallon fuel 
tank. Hundreds of fire departments use 
Kohler Electric Plants. Many other 
sizes. Write today for folder K-23. 
Kohler Co., Kohler, Wis. 


Model 1.5M5K12, /500 watts, intermittent duty, 115 volt 
DC. Manual Control. Length 18", width 14”, height 22”. 


KOHLER or KOHLER 


PLUMBING FIXTURES - HEATING EQUIPMENT . ELECTRIC PLANTS - AIR-COOLED ENGINES 


| 
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| | HE following list includes fires of 
$10,000 loss and over in the United States 
and Canada for the month of June, 1950 


Month Ending June 30, 1950 


Toronto,, Ont.—-Yards of Crown Lumber Co, 
and five dwellings, damaged. Embers in city 


dump 
Lanesville, I1l.—Grain elevator of Mansfield-Ford 
Grain Co. damaged. 


Sandwich, Ill.—-Grain elevator and feed mill of 
Westbrook Grain Co. destroyed 

Cleveland, Ohio—General Tire Co. destroyed 

Klamath Falls, Ore.—Spangler Lumber Co. de 
stroyed, Sparks. 

Manchester, Vt.—McNaughton summer hotel de- 
stroyed 

Milwaukee, Wis.—Pabst Brewing Co. whse. de. 
stroyed. 

Vancouver, B. C.—Fraser River machine shop 
destroyed, along with boats and liner supplies 

Lompoc, Cal.—-California Pine Box Co. and Cali- 
fornia Vegetable Growers shed, damaged. 

Biddeford, Me.—-Masonic bldg. damaged; A. H 
Benoit & Co. clothing store and Singer Sew- 
ing Machine Co. damaged. 

Greenville, Miss.—W. F. Elkas genl. store, Lake 
Washington, destroyed. Careless match on 
ground ignited gasoline. 

Heshbon, Pa.-—Three bldgs. at Virginia 14 mine 
of LCS Colliery, Inc., damaged. 

Mineral, Cal.—Mineral Lumber Mill destroyed 
Electric welder. 

Perry, Fla.—-The Lee Tidewater Cypress Co 
sawmill damaged 

Newark, N. J.—Main ballroom of Ann Gordon, 
Inc., damaged. Ignition of accumulated gases 
under roof 

Portland, Ore.—-M. & M. Plywood Co. damaged 
Explosion, 

Philadelphia, Pa.—Burk Ley’s Clothing Shop, 
Burke’s Seafood House damaged. 

Lamesa, Tex.—-Honeycutt Construction Co. plt 
damaged 

MacClenny, Fla.—R. M. Carver Lumber ‘( 
destroyed. 

Oregon City, Ore.—-Columbia Market and Gr 
cery destroyed. Hot switch box. 

Chicago, Ill..-Fabricating plt.. of Arthur Harris 
& Co. damaged. 

Rowe, Ill.—-Elevator of Jacobson Grain Co. de 
stroyed 

Anchorage, Alaska—Quality Grocery damaged; 
also D. & D. Sporting Goods store 

Troy, Ill.—Illinois Terminal freight train, diesel 
engine and two box cars with new furniture, 
damaged. Tractor trailer truck crashed. 

Ann Arbor, Mich.—Haven Hall, landmark on 
the University of Michigan campus for 87 
years, damaged. Valuable book collection dam 
iged also 

St. Louis, Mo.—The Banner Laundry, Inc., plt 
damaged 

Salt Lake City, Utah—Apt.-business bldg. dam 
aged 

Petersburg, Va.—-No. 1 plt. of Virginia Fibre Co 
destroyed. Twisting machine belt broke. 

Huntsville, Ont.—Ken Wallace planing mill dat 
aged 

Porrero, Cal.—West Coast Fast Freight, Inc., 
damaged. 

Baton Rouge, La.—Chemical unit of Esso Stan 
ard Oil Co. damaged 

Bangor, Me.—Air National Guard bldg., housing 
vehicles and equip. damaged 

Cozad, Neb.—Pit. of Gateway Hay Processing 
Co destroyed 

Philadelphia—Two Philadelphia Transportatic 
Co. trolley cars in PTC barn destroyed. 

Watertown, Wis.— Savoy theatre damaged. 

Bakersfield, Cal.—San Joaquin Grain Co. mill 
destroyed 

Lowellville, Ohio—Burke bldg. occupied | 
Boland Drug store and Meme’s Cleaners; an 
adj. Book House bldg. occupied by apts., 
damaged. Lowellville V. F. W. Post also ds 
stroyed 

Duncan, Okla.—Duncan Skyview Night Club, 
three miles north, destroyed 

Huntingdon, Tenn.—Business bldg. occupied by 
Mac’s Bargain Store, dry goods store of T. A 
McDaniel, grocery store of Harold Hayes ar 

Jitney Jungle store destroyed 

Rapidan, Va.— Pit. of Rapidan Milling Co. 


strovec 
Antigo, Wis.-—Gold Coast Restaurant and Recre 
ational bldg. destroyed Adj. dwelling of 


bert Wagner, damaged. Defective wiring. 

Nordegg, Alta.—Properties at Brazeau Co 
Mines destroyed, including coal tipple, dust 
storage bin and four briquette plts. 

Rock Falls, Ill.—Wheelock furniture store dam 
aged 

Anderson, Cal.— Elkins Sawmill Co 

Chicago, Ill.—Horse barn at Emil Denemar 
Farm, destroyed. Lightning 

Chicago, Ill.—Superior Sleeprite 
factory, damaged. Naphtha explk 
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Chicago, Il.—-Illinois Institute of Technology 
Administration bldg. damaged Short circuit 
Plainville, Kans.—Bowersock Mills & Power Co 
grain elevator damaged, including 72,872 bush 
els wheat 


Freehold, N. J.—-Two whses. of Millhurst Milling | 


( estroyed. 
Columbus, Ohio—Plt. of S. A. Shenk Co., motor 
rebuilders, damaged 
Portland, Ore.—-Dwelling of Emil Wanger, Oak 
le, destroyed. Lightning 


lai¢ | 
Bronte, Ont.—Plt. of Ontario Metal Specialties 


jest ed Explosion 
Phoenix, Ariz.—Bldg. occupied by City Mattress 
Co. destroyed. R. H. Hamm General Contract 
ng ( damaged. 


Irvington, Ky.—Genl. store of Orville Tabor, 
aca store, bldg. and dwelling of Sarah 
Whitworth and dwelling of Cundiff family, de 
stre l 

Barneveld, N. Y.—Trenton Town barn garage, 
west side of Route 12, near N. Y. Central 
Adirondack Div. Station, destroyed 

Lynbrook, L. I., N. Y¥.—Big Ben Supermarket 
jam ged. 

Southampton, L. I., N Y.—Summer home 
wned by Franklin J. Horne, destroyed. 

Toledo, Ohio—Bldg. occupied by Modern Furni 
ture ( destroyed 

Fresno, Cal.—lIce Sicle frozen food plt. damaged. 

Winter Haven, Fla.—Sprawling Polk Packing 
Assn. pit. destroyed. 

Wayne, Ill.—-Stable of Dunham Woods Riding 
Academy destroyed 

Tere Haute, Ind.—Cottage on estate of Chap 
man S. Root, damaged 

Cave City, Ky..-Mammoth Cave Garment Co., 
lenim trouser mfrs., destroyed 

Raleigh, N. C.—Flour and feed mill at Caledonia 
Prison Farm, Halifax county, destroyed 

Lantry, S. D.—-Garage and implement shop de 


Guelph, Ont.—-Heffernan Motor Car Co. dam 
age 

Prescott, Ariz.—-Girl Scout Lodge at Groom 
Creek destroyed 


Rockville Centre, N. Y.—-The Coca-Cola bot 
tlng pit. damaged 
Willamina, Ore.—Willamina Lumber Co. pit 


Rimouski, Que.—Dry cleaning and dyeing plt. of 
G. Cartier, destroyed. 

Artesia, N. M.—Midwest Auto Store destroyed 
Overheated electric motor 

Williamsburg, Ont.—Bldg. occupied by Canadian 
Tire Corp. store and garage and British Ameri- 
an Service Station destroyed. Dwelling of 
Grace Hazlett destroyed 

Hafford, Sask.—Five business bldgs. destroyed 
Explosion 

Emporia, Kans.—Fleming Bldg. occupied by 
Fleming-Chopa Transfer & Storage Co., Obley 
& Robinson Ambulance Service, Diamond Cab 
( nd post office news stand destroyed. Adj. 
Odd Fellows bldg. and Miller Motor Co. dam 


aged 

Kansas City, Mo.—Ice cream mfg. plt., milk 
ittling pit: and barn on Twin Sycamore Farm 
estroyes 


Voorheesville, N. Y¥.—Whse, at U. S. Army 


ley destroyed, 

Crooksville, Ohio—Acme Pottery Co., Ceramic 
Pottery Co. and Ohio Power Co. station, dam 
aged Flood 

Toledo, Ohio—PIt. of Modern Furniture Co 
lamaged 


Spanish Fork, Utah—Airport hangar of Spanish | 


rk, Springville, damaged Mechanic’s drop 


ight touching fabric. 
Brockville, Ont.—Brockville Fire Extinguisher 
{ pit. destroyed 
Tilbury, Ont.—Factory of Chatco Steel Products, 
Lt destroyed 


Montreal, Que.—Chemical whse. of Canadian 
Liquid Air Co destroyed 

Fullerton, Cal.—McCoy and Mills automobik 
gency and garage, Pacific Citrus Products Co 
ittling plt., 50-room Fullerton Hotel and 
Breck hardware store, destroyed 

Miami, Fla.—Christian Science Church, de 
stroved 

Mishawaka, Ind.—Kamm & Schollinger Brew 
ery destroyed 

Silica, N. C.—Humphries Bros. lumber plt., Vi, 
mile north, damaged 

Riverdale, Cal.—Dairy feed whs« of George 
Sloat, destroyed 


Questions and Answers 
° 
for Firemen 

lhe Engineering Extension Service, 
wa State College, Ames, Ia., has re- 
ently issued Bulletin 119, containing 
33 questions and answers pertinent to 
ire control and prevention, selected from 
the College’s monthly, “Fire Service In- 
rmation Bulletin.” Robert C. Byrus, 
ire Protection Engineer of the Engi- 
leering Extension Services, advises that 
the bulletin is available to Iowa firemen 
ithout charge and to others at the price 
twenty-five cents per copy 
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OWHATAN 


SENSIBLE-LUG COUPLING 


“Equal to any — Better than Most!" 
DON'T COMPROMISE ON 
QUALITY — DEPENDABILITY 


A snagged hose line can cause serious accidents and 
can ruin your hose. Experienced fire-fighters appre- 
ciate the curved surfaces of the 'Sensible-Lug" which 
enable hose to glide over all obstructions thus pro- 
tecting life, limb and equipment. 

Specify Powhatan Sensible-Lug on your next Hose 
order. 


OWHNATAN BRAS 


ond IRON WORKS 
RANSON , WEST VIRGINIA 


Phones 93 & 94 Charles Town, West Virginia 
Established 1892 











HOWE Fire Truck Equipment Meeting Every Service Since 1872 
Centrifugal, Rotary and Piston Pumps Supplied 


HOWE FIRE APPARATUS CO., 1402 W. 22nd St., Anderson, Indiana 
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The NEW Three Stage 
DARLEY Champion Pump 






500 or 600 or 750 Gallon 
Underwriter Performance 
PLUS 
60 Gallons per Minute at 850 Lbs. 
For High Pressure Fog 


NEW 44 PAGE BOOKLET of 
FIRE APPARATUS & FIRE PUMPS 


Write Today For Your Copy 


W. S. DARLEY & CO., CHICAGO 12 














Approved by Na- 
tional Board of Fire 
Underwriters and 
by Factory Mutual 
Laboratories. 


An actual on-the-scene photo of a fireman’s salvage crew 
using Shuredry Green-Bak Salvage Covers during a large 
department store fire in Raleigh, North Carolina. 

Trained salvage crews save fire victims millions of dollars 
each year protecting furniture, merchandise and fixtures 
with Shuredry covers, from water and smoke loss. 

Easy-to-handle, pliable Shuredry Green-Bak Salvage 
Covers are pressure impregnated with the exclusive Fulton 
dry treatment... top every test for water penetration and 
seepage. On your next order, specify Shuredry Green-Bak 
Salvage Covers. 

For information on prices see your fire equipment dealer. 


Sulton BAG & COTTON MILLS 
Atlanta * St. Louis » Dallas * Denver * Kansas City (Kans.) © Minneapolis 


New Orleans * Los Angeles * New York, 434 Broadway * Winter Haven, Fla. 
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Fire Service Ladders 
(Continued from page 574) 


Solid side (beam) ladders may weig 
from 4 to 6 Ibs. per foot. A 35 ft. ladde, 
for instance, weighs around 4.4 lbs. pe 
toot. 

The weights of various sizes 
trussed fire department ladders ar 
given in the following table. It shou 
be remembered that these weights ar 
for a single make of ladder and do no 
apply to all makes. Furthermore, weight 
of wood ladders may vary considerab| 
according to materials used in constru 
tion, conditions under which stored an 
used, and so on. 


Ground Extension Ladders With 


Halyards 
Si, Dn. sneak kenesesetheads 290 Ibs 
. Sh) UU eee 250 Ibs 
oe eee re ere ee 175 Ibs 
EE OS es ae 85 Ibs 
Ground Extension Ladders Without 
Halyards 
0 SA SS rer Pee 55 Ibs 
_ - i” Se errr 45 Ibs 
Roof Ladders With Adjustable Hooks 
Po, Mo wccctneeeavettanten 50 Ibs 
Pe: Sarena nessdudondesees 40 Ibs 


Pompier Ladders 
14-ft. ladder with bronze 
ge ree 24 Ibs 





Propane Fire 
(Continued from page 516) 


1 also was notified to stand by for th 
same area. 


Fog Relied Upon 


Main reliance of the fire fighters wa 
water fog, which enabled the precious 
water supplies to be eked out to the 
fullest advantage. Both high pressure 
and low velocity fog were employed. 

The exposures 50 ft. to the west wer 
protected by two 2%-in. hose lines ope 
rating with fog nozzles and employed a 
a water curtain. A considerable sup- 
ply of chemical foam was brought t 
the scene by the Rochester Fire Bureau 
but this was not used. The fire, as said 
was allowed to burn until nearly all of 
the apparent gas fed flames had _ sub- 
sided. Water was reserved for ex 
posures, and to extinguish small fires 
in combustible material started by radi- 
ated heat, or by contact with flying hot 
metal 

At one period in fire fighting opera- 
tions explosions so threatened firemen 
and spectators that it necessitated shift- 
ing some fire apparatus to safer dis- 
tance. Fortunately no firemen suffered 
serious injuries from flying tanks or 
debris. Those injured were: Lt. Vin- 
cent Melfi, Driver Samuel Mobilio and 
Fireman Walter Swingle, Jr., all of 
Scottsville. Melfi suffered gas poison- 
ing; Mobilio, an eye injury and Swingle, 
a hurt leg. Only Melfi was hospitalized 


Traffic Jam a Problem 


As a result of the flame-lighted sky 
the sound of responding apparatus plus 
the broadcasting of the action over the 
commercial radio stations, thousands ot 
cars from the surrounding countryside 
thronged the roads, giving the Sheriff's 
Office and all law enforcement person- 
nel that could be pressed into service, 4 
tough time. Telephone calls from the 
area jammed newspaper switchboards 
and communities’ fire and police othces 
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\s firemen drained neighborhood 
wells and had to speed to Black Creek 
for water, their movements along Chili 
Rd. were at first hampered by 15 trailer 
trucks that had been halted there, and 
the crowd of milling spectators. Fire- 
men, who had to stand within danger- 
ous proximity of the flaming plant, had 
spectators practically looking over their 
shoulders none of whom seemed to 
worry about the possibilities of explos- 
ions. A loud speaker repeatedly warned 
the “tourists” back, but they persisted 
in getting in the way. 

Fire Chief Chester 
who is also Monroe District Coordina- 
tor, directed fire control operations, 
Monroe County Fire Coordinator Am- 
brose E. Foos, Battalion Chief of the 
Rochester Fire Department, arrived at 
1:10 A.M. Deputy District Coordinator 
Wesley Allen arrived at 10:05 P.M. and 
Chiefs Slattery, Vogt and Mueller of 
the Rochester Fire Department arrived 
with that city’s fire forces. 


Nichols of Chili, 


South Amboy Explosion 
(Continued page 518) 


it wasn’t long before that city’s depart- 
ment was asked to send help. 

The fireboat McClellan was dispatched 
from its berth in Staten Island, together 
with the fireboat tender “Smoke” (which 
carries a 125 G.P.M. pump) from Man- 


from 


hattan. Deputy Chief of Staff and 
Operations John Holian, in charge of 
the Marine Division, and Captain Bill 
Jaurer were in command during the 
five hours the crews worked at the 
scene. Shoal water retarded the Mc- 
Clellan’s efforts to get in close to the 
wrecked piers, but the “Smoke” did 
effective work with its equipment. The 
McClellan reméved a man off one of 
the burning barges, adrift in the Bay, 
and later rescued a dog. Both victims 
were transferred to the Coast Guard. 
New York firemen also searched for 
bodies but found none. 


Governor Alfred E. Driscoll pro- 
claimed a state of emergency and Army 
and National Guard and Regular Army 
troops took over the task of policing the 
city, under martial law. Later, Army 
demolition experts from Fort Devens, 
Mass., were flown in to search for land 
and anti-personnel mines and direct their 
removal. The Red Cross established 
headquarters in a High School next to 
the City Hall and its volunteer workers 


supplied food and took over the task 
of arranging shelter for the homeless. 
Order was quickly restored and the 


populace set about repairing the damage. 

No less than five full scale investiga- 
tions got under way immediately, in- 
cluding one by engineers of the National 
Soard of Fire Underwriters, and repre- 
sentatives of Coast Guard, Navy, State 
and other groups. 

No time was lost in setting up a dis- 
aster claims office by the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters and the 
Eastern department of the General Ad- 
justment Bureau, Ine., which on Mon- 
day following the explosion received 
2,500 claims for amounts in excess of 
$100. Eventually the Bureau expects 
claims to reach a total of 10,000 In 
addition to South Amboy about 
25 per cent of the buildings in Perth 
\mboy suffered damage, and structures 
in Sayreville, South River, Fords, Wood- 
bridge, Cottonville and other towns 
within a 15 mile radius also were dam- 
aged by the biast. 
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FABRICS 






TRADE MARK 
RGu SPAT OFF 


SPECIFY 


386 


IN PREMIER 386 QUALITY. 
ALSO 


USED BY FIRE DEPARTMENTS 
OF LEADING CITIES 


Sample Brochure Upon Request 


45 EAST 17TH STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 


FOR UNIFORM 





etealf 


UNIFORM 


Standard fabrics for over eighty years 







STANDARD SERGES 12 TO 18 OZ. 
STANDARD TROPICALS FOR SHIRTS 


BEAVERS IN 20 AND 30 OZ. WEIGHTS 


METCALF BROS. & CO. 


SATISFACTION 








small, compact and lightweight hose 


“TRUMPET” HOSE HOISTS TAKE LESS SPACE 


hoist to replace the bulky cumbersome 
types now in use. Only 13” x 8” x 8”, yet 
strongly constructed of Woosterlite alloy 
with bronze bushings and cold rolled steel 
pins and rope hook. Hook folds inside 
hoist and accommodates a coil of rope 
without bulking. 

Easy to use—easy to handle. 

See your Wooster Brass Representative 


or write direct. 


THE WOOSTER BRASS CO. 


WOOSTER 















OHIO 


MANUFACTURERS OF A COMPLETE LINE OF DISTINCTIVE FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT 


It will help if you mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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Something Really NEW! 





The BIGGEST little fire fighter 


600 lb. hi-pressure fog— 





carries its own water 


toll 
simple to operate— $3950 F.O.B. 


gets there fast and does 


a REAL job - - - - - + + + write for specifications 


HI-PRESSURE FOG EQUIPMENT €0.°° for 





D> | 


: NOT BY CHANCE ... First in Precision 
Manufacturing of High Grade 
SIREN FIRE ALARMS 


oe 


whee 











STERLING, for years has combined high- 
est quality materials with precision 
-m manufacturing to provide sirens that will 
operate reliably year after year without 
failure. There’s a STERLING Siren for 


= 
* 
Ss every emergency use. 





FOR EMERGENCY VEHICLES 
Model 20 SIRENLITE « Powerful Flash- 
ing Beam ~« Smooth Operation - 
Streamlined ~« Chromium Finish 
+ Dependable Service 
FOR VOLUNTEER 
FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS 
Model M SIREN .« Big - Rugged - 
Powerful .« Dependable ~ Quick 
Accelerating «+ Highest Quality 
Material Used 








Complete Line of Siren Equip t Available. Bulletin on Request. 


THE STERLING SIREN FIRE ALARM CO., INC. 
. 58 Allen St., Rochester 6, N. Y. 
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A final episode in the disaster oc. 
leusved on June 9th, when a live anti. 
|personnel mine, set free in the munitions 
|blast, turned up in a Pennsylvania Rail- 
road train’s coal tender. Except for an 
alert locomotive fireman, it might have 
exploded with disastrous results. 

The mine, a “bouncing betty,” similar 
to the several thousand picked up by 
demolition squads throughout the area, 
was found close to the locomotive’s fire 
box, and forced immediate evacuation 
of the train’s 350 and more passengers 
Both the fireman, R. C. Clayton, whe 
found the mine, and the ordnance officer 
who removed it, Lt. Robert A. Cady 
lfrom the Ft. Monmouth radar school, 
had been injured in the South Amboy 
tragedy and were alert to its lethal 
possibilities. 


Minnesota Fire Conference 
(Continued from page 522) 
poration and By-Laws, which have been 
prepared, will be presented for approval 
by the assembly, and subsequent filing 

with the Secretary of State. 

The Conference will have as its per- 
jmanent President, Dr. J. O. Christian- 
json, Superintendent of the University of 
|Minnesota Agricultural College, and a 

soard of Directors comprised of seven- 
teen members, whose chairman is Doug- 
jlas Timmerman, Assistant Executive 
|Officer of the Minneapolis Chamber of 
Commerce, joint sponsor of the Confer- 
ence, with the Minnesota State Fire 
Marshal Department, whose deputy com- 
missioner, Leonard C. Lund, is the 
| Executive Director. 

Objectives of the Conference are: 

1. The protection of human life and 
|property from loss by fire. 

2. The education and development of 
| public interest and private responsibility 
e fire prevention and suppression. 

The co-ordination of all peoples, 
lg government and all agencies is an in- 
itelligent apprench to these prattome, 


N. C. Fire College Held 


With attendance pushing the 400- 
|mark, the “Fire College and _ Drill 
iSchool” at Charlotte, N. C., sponsored 
by the North Carolina State Firemen’s 
\ssociation, was an outstanding success. 
| Fire department delegations from four 
|South Carolina cities, Columbia, Charles- 
lton, Rock Hill and Greenwood, were 
ispecial guests of the fire college, May 
9th. Besides personal representatives 
ifrom chemical manufacturers, the South 
Carolinians were the only out-of-town 
visitors to the school on the 9th. 

Classes in the latest methods of fire 
| fighting continued from Monday, May 
|8th, through Thursday, May llth with 
ithe presentation of certificates in the 
afternoon. 
| D. C. SPENCE! 
| = 





| 
} 
} 
| 
| 


‘National eel ee Television 
| Bulletin 


| The National Board of Fire Under- 
|writers has issued a revision of its bul- 
Hletin on television installations, from the 
lfire and lightning hazard standpoint 

The bulletin (Sp. Int. Bul. No. 275, 
|}Rev. June 30, 1950) states that the ne- 
cessity of increasing the elevation of 
the television antenna with the distance 
from the station increases the possibil- 
ity of damage by lightning and _ high 
jwinds. It recommends installation of 
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er oc-— approved lightning arresters. If the an- Chief in case of a Drowning this Summer— 
. ; . : , 


anti: # tenna is mounted on a metal pole or 
Nitions § tower, the pole or tower should be 
a Rail. § grounded. 
for an As for television sets, the board’s bul- 


t have & letin states that particular care should 
be taken that the natural ventilation 
similar built into the set is not obstructed or 
up by — reduced by location or blanketing. It is 
area, generally considered that a_ television 
’s fire receiver has a greater inherent fire haz- 
uation ard than a conventional radio receiver 


ngers because of its greater current consump- 
» wh tion, a greater number of heat producing 
officer components and the higher voltage used. 
Cady The Board points out that television 
choo] sets of several manufacturers have been 
mboy listed by Underwriters’ Laboratories, 
lethal Inc. as having been acceptably de- 


signed and constructed with respect to 
fire and life hazard and that prospective 
purchasers should assure themselves 





ce that the set they contemplate purchas- 
ing has been listed by the Laboratories. 
been _ 
roval e ® 
filing Sixteen Departments Train at 


Oregon, Wis. 


| 
per- 
stian- Sixteen Wisconsin fire departments TH f STE oH ENSON RESUSCI TATOR 
ity of that April 18 | 


ot met at Oregon, state, on 
nd a last, in the opening session of the first | , ‘ 
even- — yocational school of advanced fireman- | is ideally suited for treating 
doug- ship for village and rural fire depart- | victims of submersion. This type 
‘utive ments to be made available in Wiscon- of asphyxia is usually compli- 
er t $} Seve Sj sre > Z > > | 
ol og a, > - —— cated by froth due to a throat 
'er- A demonstration of dry powder ex- HE DEP AIC 
Fire tinguishers, carbon dioxide and water pa en The STEPHENSON 
com- fog on different types of fires were RESUSCITATOR instantly sig- 
the held by manufacturers’ representatives nals the appearance of such 


and the Oregon Fire Department. 


4 = Padi “ froth, and provides an excellent 
Norton T. Ames, Chairman Fire and 


aspirator—the first to be inter- 


and Police Committee of the Village of , . ; 

‘ Oregon, spark-plugged the School, ' mittent or continuous as desired 
silieg which it is said will be continued. —to remove this froth. This 
ility 


feature, plus the lowering of 
operating pressures and the mix- 
ing of air with oxygen makes 
the STEPHENSON RESUSCI.- 
TATOR the ideal instrument to 
effectively cope with submersion. 


pi’ | New York to Equip Nearly All 


in- 


ns. Apparatus with Modern Radio 


What may well be the largest single 
appropriation for fire department radio 








400- communications facilities ever estab- 

Drill lished by an American fire department angen Write for literature or 
ored was approved by the New York City Goodner Model free demonstration. 
1en’s Board of Estimate, for the New York | 

cess. Fire Department, on June 29th last. _ 

four The appropriation, which totals $600,- | iy 


rles- 000, is reported to provide for the pur- | RESUSCITATOR a Me ~> 
vere chase of some 456 mobile radio units PORATION 
May and seven base transmitters, to equip | _ ASPIRATOR TEPHENION ‘ORP \RPAT/ION 


‘ives the following: 103 sedans and other offi- | ASSISTOR . 





uth cial vehicles; 353 heavier apparatus, such | RED BANK r : C NEW JERSEY 
own as pumpers and ladder trucks, and 34 INHALATOR oe 
special units, such as rescue trucks, etc. Pl 
fire It is understood this equipment will be 
May made to exacting specifications prepared | 
vith by the Bureau of Fire Alarm Telegraph | 
the of the New York Fire Department, ” 
Deputy Chief of Staff and Operations 
: Thomas A O’Brien, in charge. The 






pecications cover some 143 o2es 0 | FQR BOOSTER ona HIGH PRESSURE 


fine type and call for special equipment, 


ion some of which will be built to meet the REMOUNTABLE — without the FOG LINES 





individual needs of the Bureau, based on purchase of additional parts; 

a long period of radio research and ex- vse over and over again For maximum effi- 
ler- perimentation. FULL FLOW — no suppression ciency, economy and 
yul- This decision to heavily equip the of flow in coupling = ane 
the world’s largest fire department with HIGH PRESSURE — tested to Way plans “ros a 
t two-way radio is another step in the 3000 !b., 500 Ib. pull tached to hése of 
275, program to modernize its fire depart- INTERNAL EXPANSION — no Ger em 


shrinkage of hose at coupling 


ne- ment communications—a program which eames. tenn § 4 

of has already seen selective alz rans- STREAML wo BAR-WAY 

" alre adv seen selective alarm t s iedimedip guatedions MFG. CO. 
} 


mission, the use of pack-set walkie 

















<r ati o. % a a PT ACCURATELY MACHINED — STAMFORD. CONN. 
talkie ge and other improvements enest- always the same . . inter- West Coast Representative 
J tuted in the several b« wroughs of the | changeable W. D. Rigdon 
ot metropolis | 383 Brannan St., San Francisco 7 
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FIRES OUT QUICK 
..» STAY OUT! 


Refineries . . . barrel houses 
bulk plants— wherever 
flammable liquids are stored 
AER-O-FOAM '"'Fire-Tested" 
Protection is needed! 
National AER-O-FOAM pro- 
vides quick, effective action 
that stops fires before they 
get a “‘start."" AER-O-FOAM 
forms a thick, tough, long- 
lasting, airtight blanket of 
foam that snuffs out flames 
. insulates threatened areas 
and prevents flashbacks .. . 
AER-O-FOAM is non-cor- 
rosive .. . easily washed 
away with hose stream. 


Complete Protection 
For Oil Industry 


Whether it is a complete foam 
system for a refinery, a refill 
can of AER-O-FOAM liquid 
or a foam charge for a hand 
extinguisher . . . National can 
supply your every need. 


NATIONAL 
FOAM SYSTEM 


WEST CHESTER, PA. 








For Practical Discussion of Current Fire Department and Fire Management Problems 


FIRE ENGINEERING 





COOPERATION OF ELECTRIC UTILITIES 


| HE discussion in this Round 


lable is a continuation of that which 
appeared in the May and June issues 
of Fir I. NGINEERING on coopera- 
tion of electric utilities, 

The generous response from our 
readers made it necessary to carry 
the discussion over to this issue. 

Readers are invited to send in their 
comments on this subject or on next 
month’s subject which is described in 
a box on a subsequent page to Round 
Table Editor, Fire ENGINEERING, 24 
West 40th Street, New York 18, 
N. Y. 


Discussion of the Question 


G. R. McAlpine, Chief, Oklahoma City, 
Okla.: We have never experienced 
any difficulty with power company 
relations. Their cooperation has been 
ot the best. All high voltage lines 
have been cut in the clear within a 
very few minutes after a major fire 
has been reported. 

We credit the wholesome coopera- 
tion to the fact that we too cooperate 
with power company officials and their 
employees. 

The Oklahoma Gas and Electric 
Company operate three power plants 
in the immediate vicinity, together 
with their home office and supply 
warehouses. , 

Twice each year we go to the vari- 
ous plants convenient to the company 
and talk to all employees along the 
lines of fire safety. This has estab- 
lished a fine relationship between the 
two organizations. 

Qualified power company employees 
respond to all fires, not just major 
fires, and stand by for quick service 
until released by one of my chief 
officers. 

The Oklahoma Gas and Electric 
Company provide emergency techni- 
cians for fire alarm response, and 
these men test for grounds and cir- 
cuits where the building has become 
involved in fire, and clear all grounds, 
providing the necessary fuses to es- 
tablish power and lights where recom- 
mended by the fire department. They 
run power lines for temporary lights 
and power when requested by the fire 
department. 


D. Clawson, Chief, Winnipeg, Man.: 
We have experienced no lack of co- 
operation on the part of our local 
power companies. 30th companies 
answer all designated alarms and 
always cooperate in this matter 

A mutual understanding is culti- 
vated between the department and the 


power companies so that inconveni- 
ence to either department is mini- 
mized. 

The power companies protect mem- 
bers of the department at all times 
from electrical hazards that might en- 
danger their lives at fires. 


William J. Connelley, Chief, Syracuse, 


N. Y.: The Syracuse Department of 
Fire is accorded full cooperation by 
the Central New York Power Cor- 
poration at any and all fires that occur 
in this city. 

The power company has a direct 
connection with the Fire Alarm Tele- 
graph Division of this Department, 
through which it receives a!l alarms. 
\n emergency truck responds to each 
alarm, and a second truck is alerted 
the moment the alarm is sounded. 

If it turns out to be a major fire or 
a fire in which the services of the sec- 
ond truck is required, it is imme- 
diately ordered to the scene 

There has never been an instance, 
to my knowledge, in which power 
company technicians and mechanics 
were not on hand to cut off electric 
power or shut off gas when it was 
deemed necessary at a fire. 

Under the policy in operation lo- 
cally, power company personnel re- 
main at the fire until it is extin- 
guished 

We have also been fortunate in our 
dealings with the power company in 
other respects. 








HERE IS THE PROBLEM 


1. Have you ever experienced lack 


of cooperation on the part of 
your local Electric Power Com- 
pany where their help was 
needed in connection with cut- 
ting off power at a large fire? 


2. Did such failure to promptly 


cooperate interfere with the 
work of the fire fighters? 


3. If you have had no such trouble, 


what procedure do you follow 
to bring about effective cooper- 
ation? 

Do qualified power company 
technicians respond upon multi- 
ple alarms or upon request? 
In what other ways does your 
power company cooperate with 
the fire department? 
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[he Company inspects our gauntlet 
rubber gloves for defects at regular 
intervals at no cost to the Fire De- 
partment. 

The Company has also been kind 
enough to acquire for us, at no extra 
cost, the type of rubber gloves that 
are required by firemen in coping with 
fires and other emergencies involving 
power lines and wires. 

In addition, the Central New York 
Power Corporation has provided each 
fire station with photographs and full 
lescriptions of transformers and 
other installations, throughout the 
ity. This was done to acquaint fire- 
men, and officers, too, with the dan- 
gers; and precautions to be taken in 
event of a fire involving these prop- 
erties 

Safety engineers of the power cor- 

poration, from time to time, through 
lectures and demonstrations brief our 
officers and men in proper safeguards 
and precautions to be exercised in 
fighting fires where their properties 
and electric and gas services are at 
fected. 
H. Clements, Drillmaster, Arlington 
County, Va.: We have two electric 
power company lines operating in 
Arlington County, Braddock Light 
ind Power and _ Virginia’ Electric 
Power Companies 

Both of these companies cooperate 
with the fire department to the full 
est extent, the procedure with the 
fire department is, if lines are not en- 
dangering life or property, the lines 
are not tampered with but the danger 
area is roped off; if life is in danger, 
we have life saving methods using 
pike poles, ropes and ladders, and if 
property is in danger, fog or broken 
streams are used to control the fire. 

lf the fire is in a sub-station, the 
power companies are notified as soon 
as the fire companies are dispatched 
to the scene and the fire department 
in turn works under the direction ot 
the power company responding. 

The fire department notifies the 
power companies when needed, giving 
the nearest pole number and _ street 
address and then emergency crews are 
dispatched from the power companies 
at once. 

We are very fortunate in having 
several volunteer members that are 
regularly employed by the power com- 
panies, iin fact, one of our volunteer 
chiefs, Harvey Mills of Company 
#4 works for Potomac Electric Power 
Company of Washington, D. C., in 
charge of an emergency unit for that 
company. 

In our fire school, one of our 

classes is strictly electrical fires and 
Chief Mills conducts the class and this 
class, in my opinion, is excellent 
knowledge for all firemen, not only 
from the standpoint of fighting elec- 
trical fires but for personal safety of 
all concerned. 
Allie A. Feldman, Chief, Denver, Colo.: 
We are most happy for an opportunity 
to discuss with you the question of 
cooperation between our fire depart- 
ment and the local Electric Power 
Company. 

It is our feeling that we are most 
fortunate in the fact that our Electric 
Power Company technicians respond 
to all fires occurring within the limits 
of the City and County of Denver. 

Stipulated employees of the power 
company receive their notice of alli 
fires by telephone notice, originating 


— 
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NO TIME LOST ‘WONDERING’ HOW TO 


, he first 10 to 30 


seconds can mean the 
difference between no 
loss and complete destruction 
when fire starts. That’s why 
Randolph’s simple, obvious 
operation is so important in 
stopping fires before 

they spread! 

Anybody can get a Randolph 
into action FAST! No valves to 
turn, no nozzles to adjust; just 
point and press your thumb! 
Randolph’s snowy CO, is 
non-damaging, evaporates 
without a trace. It’s non-toxic, 
won’t conduct electricity, 
deteriorate or freeze. 


UNDERWRITERS’ APPROVED 


Learn how Randolph 
gives your plant better 
preventive fire protection! 


Write for full information 


today RANDOLPH LABORATORIES, inc. 


19 EAST KINZIE ST. @ CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 












Write, wire or phone today 

for New Central Catalog 

of pumpers and fire fight- 
ing equipment. 









It’s the only way you 
can see for yourself the 
amazing amount of use- 
able space in Central- 
engineered equipment. 

If you hove different 
ideas about where, what 
should go, expert Central 
designers and painstak- 
ing body-builders will be 
glad to work with you. 

No matter what your 
local fire protection 
problems are — Central 
builds a body to meet 
every need. 

There's no obligation 
— letting your friendly 
Central representative tell 























you all about these rug- Central triple-combination pumper body mounted 
ged pumpers — at your on Chevrolet 6400 chassis. 500 G. P. M. pump. 
convenience, of course. Simplified controls. Dual booster reels. Hand 





Just write, wire, or 
phone today. 






equipment optional. Engineered for safe, speedy, 
efficient operation. 


CENTRAL FIRE TRUCK CORP. 





4437 MANCHESTER AVE. + ST. LOUIS 10, MISSO 


It will help if you mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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NOW! 

A 6-VOLT MOBILE FM RECEIVER 
COVERS ALL 2-WAY FM RADIO- 
TELEPHONE COMMUNICATIONS 


The New MONITORADIO Model 
M-101 is a complete receiver . . . Not 
a converter! Designed for use in 
areas where transmitters operate on 
a frequency of 152 to 162 mega- 
cycles—this Mobile FM Radio is well 
engineered and built of quality parts 
to give long, trouble-free service. 
For full technical information, see 
your parts jobber or write us today! 


$7250 
MONiTorAg| 


RADIO APPARATUS CORPORATION 
INDIANAPOLIS 3, INDIANA 

















AIRNS 


Outfitters to Firemen Since 1836 


America’s oldest and 
largest manufacturer 
and supplier of Fire 
Helmets (in leather, 
aluminum and plas- 
tic), Personal Equip- 
ment for firemen, and 
Department Record 
Books and Forms. 


Write for Catalog 331 
CAIRNS & BRO., Inc. 
ALLWOOD, CLIFTON, N. J. 
ama 





James T. Blamey, 


with our fire alarm 
»y short wave radio 

[The service trucks of the 
company are equipped with 
equipment sufficient to 
alarms of fire 

Our department receives a maxi- 
mum of cooperation from the Public 
Service Company of Colorado which 
serves the City of Denver 
with electric power service 

It is a very rare instance when we 
are called upon to notify the power 
company, of an emergency, a second 
time These rare occur 
only at a time when trucks or ser- 
vicemen are not available due to ex 
demands upon their services. 

In such an instance, when a known 
emergency exists, the response of the 
service company may be somewhat 
slower, however, in our experience we 
find that we may expect their assist- 
ance within a reasonable time under 
any condition 


E. Coppinger, 


dispatchers, ot 


power 
radio 
receiving 


company 


occasions 


CesSIVE 


Chief, Muskogee, 


Okla.: We have never experienced, to 


my knowledge, any lack of coopera- 
tion of our local power company, as 
to cutting off power at any major fire 
in this Community. 

Full cooperation is experienced be- 
tween the Fire Department inspection 
bureaus, and the management and in- 


stallation departments of the local 
power company 

Qualified, Power Company techni- 
cians do respond to all multiple 


alarms and also all house or building 
fires where necessary 

The local Power Company coope- 
rates through newspaper advertising, 
in regard to safe electric installations 
and inspections of all electric equip- 
ment and installations, also safety 
programs through the various civic 
organizations 
Chief, Spokane, 
Wash.: We do not follow a set pro- 
cedure to bring about the effective 
cooperation we enjoy from our local 
power company. It seems to be en- 
tirely an application of the good old 
western policy of neighbor help neigh- 
bor and the unfailing willingness of 
the employees of the Washington 

, 
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Water Power Co. to render the best o 
service at all times. 

[They respond immediately. W 
supply and maintain a loudspeaker cj 





cuit to the power company’s Sy Stem 
operator’s switchboard. 


George Brunzell, Power Co. Plant Superin. 
tendent with His Underground Coremen 


Reporting to the Fire Alarm Superintendent : 
Upon Their Arrival at a Spokane Hotel Fire 


The assistance given the Alarm & 
Signal Division of our city is truly 
appreciated. They notify us promptly 
of all line changes and transfers and 
in many instances work 
hand with the alarm crew on installa- 
tion or removal of poles, using their 
heavy equipment which eliminates the 
need of dispatching our own. 

The power company safety engi- 
neer is a member of the Chamber of 
Commerce Fire and Accident com- 
mittee and is very active. 

The massive electric sign stop the 
8-story power company office build- 
ing is made available to us during fire 
prevention week, as well as other ad- 
vertising and monetary contributions 
for this work. 


The Specially Equipped Truck and Underground Crew of the Washington Water Power 


Company Upon Arrival at a Hotel Fire in Spokane, Wash. 
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FLOODMASTER LIGHT 
$19.85 


Add this light weight portable flood 
light to your lighting equipment. 
Burnished cast aluminum lamp housing 
and base. Hubbel twist lock male con- 
nector in base. Mogul 300 watt flood- 
light bulb with heavy gauge wire 
guard. Weighs only six pounds. Use 
with your 110 volt generator, or plug 
into a neighboring house outlet for 
plenty of light at every fire. 


Ask your dealer to order Arguslites. 


RGUSLITE co 


BLUE RIDGE SUMMIT, PENNA 


The company is also very active in 
the promotion of safety in the fire- 
men’s drills, schools and demonstra- 
tions of extinguishers and equipment 
relative to electrical devices. 

At a recent multiple alarm hotel 
fire here a power company crew of 13 
men responded and gave us much 
valuable assistance. 


W. H. Hazell, Chief, Hutchinson, Kans.: 


We have never experienced any lack 
of cooperation between our light com- 
pany and ourselves. Therefore, we are 
at a small loss to know what to say 
in this respect as our power company 
has a city wagon that is on call at 
all times and the fire whistle is blown 
at the light plant and they are always 
able to know the location of the fire. 
In the event of multiple alarms or 
building fires in any area this wagon, 
comes to the fire. The men on the 
wagon are some of the best qualified 


employees of the company as they 
deal with all kinds of trouble shoot- 
ing. 

We can see how the lack of co- 


operation between these two factions 
would greatly hinder fire-fighting in 
many cases. No one is going to pur- 
posely go to his death and when deal- 
ing with a hazard; he is at least go- 
ing to feel that he has some knowl- 
edge or a way to master the situa- 
tion before attempting to go into any 
case. If wires are down or electric 
shorts are causing delay and cannot 
be eliminated without being turned 
off at the transformer, then it requires 











PACIFIC PUMPERS 


»p plus portability 
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NEW AIRCOOLED MODEL S—Choice of 
volume up to 36 g. p.m. or pressure up to 
325 p.s.i. Weight approximately 85 Ibs. 


WRITE FOR SUGGESTIONS on application 
of portable equipment to your fire protection 
problem, with full specifications on appropriate 
models of the Pacific Pumper. No obligation. 


ACCESSORIES, TOO! A complete line of hose, 
nozzles and other equipment and accessories used 
with portable pumpers. Ask for catalog. 


A 


SEATTLE 1, WASHINGTON 











HERE IS THE TOPIC FOR THE 
NEXT ISSUE 


1. Does your fire department 
provide fire protection for the 
airport, or airports, within or 
near your city? 

2. What type of apparatus and 
equipment is utilized? 

3. Is the apparatus provided by 
the airport or your depart- 
ment? 

4. Is apparatus stationed perma- 
nently at the field? 

5. Are the fire fighters trained 
firemen of your department? 
If not, are they recruited from 
the ranks of civilians? 

6. Do airport personnel assist the 
fire fighters in emergencies? 

7. Who pays for apparatus and 
equipment? Who pays the sal- 
aries of the fire fighters if they 
are stationed at the airport? 

8. Do the commercial airlines or 
any other agencies using the 
airport steadily or with regu- 
larity pay any part of the cost 
of fire protection? 

9. Does any other municipal de- 

partment, or commission share 

in the cost of fire protection? 

Are hangars and other build- 

ings sprinklered? 


10. 





547 





FIREMEN’S 
UNIFORMS 


We can help 
your department 
win that “Best 
Dressed”’ award. 


The following 
speaks for itself: 
“The Silver City Fire 
Department won First 
Prize at the 1949 New 
Mexico State Firemen’s 
Association Convention 
for being the Best 
Dressed Fire Depart- 
ment in the state; we 
were wearing Russell 
Uniforms.” 


(F. BE. Boren, Chief, 
Fire Dept., Silver City, 
N. M.) 





letter 


Write for our catalog 
No. G-60, samples of 
materials, and meas- 
urement form. 








RUSSELL UNIFORM CO. 


192 Lexington Avenue 


Corner 32nd Street — Phone MU. 6-0828 
New York 16, N. Y. 








DEPENDABLE FOR OVER 
70 YEARS 


BOYER 


is still satisfying 
discriminating buyers of 


PUMPERS 
QUADS 
LADDER TRUCKS 
TANKERS 
RESCUE TRUCKS 


all custom built— 
Designs Submitted 


Phone, wire or write 


H. O. De Roer 
and Associates 


NATIONAL SALES OFFICE 
LOMBARD, ILLINOIS 








BOYER FIRE APPARATUS CO. 


Logansport, Indiana 











We shall appreciate your mentioning Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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WENTWORTH'S 


CUSTOM-MADE 


“HEAD-MASTER™ 


UNIFORM CAPS 
Union Made 


Prompt Delivery 





Wentworth Fireman Caps are made of 
the Highest Quality Standard Mate- 
rials available. They are made in all 
the New and Standard styles by 
the Best Skilled Union Craftsmen. 
Over 50 years of experience and 
skilled workmanship guarantees you 
AMERICA’S GREATEST CAP VALUE 
in all WENTWORTH FIREMAN 
CAPS 

Write direct for latest cireular and 

prices or see your local dealer. 


AMERICA’S UNIFORM CAP 
HEADQUARTERS 


WENTWORTH 


FORMAN CO., INC. 
21-23 EDINBORO ST., DEPT. F. 
BOSTON 11, MASS. 














Wi Been Dretrated, [ 


If you're interested in sinking ducks (or 
putting out fires) it’s high time you knew 
about FIREWATER.* This amazing ch: m- 
ical penetrant makes wet-water for 600% 
(that’s right—six hundred per cent!) Jess 
money than any other recognized penetrant 
on the market! It's unbelievable but true 

FIREWATER is a tested and proved 
penetrant that is used at a dilution ratio 
of 1:600 yet costs just $2.00 per gallon 
in 55 gallon drums! FIREWATER vastly 
increases the absorption and spreading 
qualities of water and is absolutely non- 
corrosive. *TRADE MARK REG 
For full information and name of nearest 

distributor write: 


THE 


wy 


UU a | 
nia 
HH | 
e age 
ean 

\ 
= 
= 
mie 


OM 
MANUFACTURERS 
Russ Building °® 


Frank L. Veasley, 


San Francisco, Calif. 





Kindly 


someone who is thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with the circuits involved. We do 
not believe in firemen tampering with 
transformers as they could turn off the 
wrong thing and cause greater loads 
thrown on unimplicated areas that 
might cause additional damage be- 
cause they are not familiar with the 
technical setup involved. 

Our area is involved a good many 
times with wind storms of high veloc- 
ity which cause a volley of alarms. 
When these calls are received, we 
question the parties calling as to 
whether the wires are down on build- 
ings or are starting fires. If they are 
not, we immediately call our light 
company who immediately sends trou- 
ble wagons to the location and re- 
move the possible dangers that are 
present. In full, we cannot ask for 
better cooperation than we receive 
from our power company. To the best 
of our knowledge, it has always been 
voluntary on their part. 


Donald F. Buth, Green Bay, Wis.: Our 


department has never experienced a 
lack of cooperation from our electric 
company. They have always been 
quick to aid in every way possible. 
Their technicians respond as soon as 
possible at all multiple alarms and at 
all first alarms upon request. They 
have been quick to render their serv- 
ices to check faulty appliances, check 
for possible gas leaks, and cut out all 
power lines ar may be dangerous 
to our men at all large fires. 

There seems to be much good will 
between our department and the elec- 
tric company built up over the past 
years which would account for the 
effective cooperation we have always 
had 

The power company here also owns 
the gas company. Their gas depart- 
ment always sends help on multiple 
alarms and, upon request, on first 
alarms. They have also cooperated 
on rescue squad cases where gas was 
involved 
Chief, Cleveland 
Heights, Ohio: We have never ex- 
perienced lack of cooperation from the 
electric power company. 

On arrival at alarm of fire if we 
find it necessary to call the power 
company, we radio headquarters and 
they in turn call the power company. 
The power company maintains a radio 
patrol 24 hours a day. We also 
assist the power company at any time 
we can be of help. In the event of 
a broken power line we send a fire 
company to stand by until the arrival 
of the power company’s equipment. 

On multiple alarms they respond 
with what they call a high line piece 
of equipment which consists of crew 
of men that is qualified to handle any 
type of electric trouble. 

The power company always noti- 
fies the department when making re- 
pairs that might be of some obstruc- 
tion to the fire department enroute to 
an alarm of fire. They are always 
willing to assist the fire department 
with the loan of any special piece of 
equipment, such as _ winch trucks, 
shovel equipped trucks, etc. 


= 


Frank S. Sandeman, Chief. Long Beach, 


Cal.: The Southern California Edison 
Company has always been very co- 
operative in the matter of cutting off 
electric power when requested. 

Our fire alarm switchboard is con- 
nected by direct line to the mainten- 


C. 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


ance division of the power company 
which responds when requested. The 
power company emergency trucks are 
radio-equipped. We always notify the 
power company, water and gas depart- 
ments in cases of multiple alarms of 
fire. 

The power company cooperates 
fully with our department in matters 
of inspection, hazards to be met and 
new installations. Inspections are 
always invited to witness demonstra- 
tions of underground vault COs sys- 
tems, precautions necessary or any 
other emergency requiring fire depart- 
ment service. 

A. Hart, Chief, San Antonio, Tex.: 
In a number of instances, we found 
that the services of the local power 
company were badly needed but not 
readily available. 

Up to approximately six years ago, 
the City Public Service Company 
maintained a man on 24-hour duty 
whose duties were specifically that of 
responding to all regular alarm fires 
for the purpose of providing needed 
service on the scene at fires. The City 
Public Service Board now uses their 
trouble shooters for this work, and 
no longer maintains a man on 24-hour 
duty. Although the Public Service 
Electrical Distribution plant maintains 
a fire phone connected to our fire 
alarm system, and maintains two-way 
radio system (receiver and transmit- 
ter) on their trouble shooter cars, it is 
possible that there will be no man 
readily avaiilable at the time one is 
needed, since they may be required to 
travel as much as 17 or more miles (if 
in receipt of the call), before reach- 
ing the scene of the fire. 

Failure to receive prompt coopera- 
tion (or assistance) from the electric 
power company has often been re- 
sponsible for the hampering of work 
of the fire fighters in our city. 

The power company also responds 

to assist om calls received by the fire 
department involving fallen electric 
wires in streets, etc., during time of 
wind or rain storms. 
C. Sievert, Chief, Tucson, Ariz.: The 
local power company has a bell on 
the Gamewell system to which it re- 
sponds. 

It investigates electrical fire hazards 
reported by the Bureau of Fire Pre- 
vention 


Carl E. Swanson, Chief, Sioux Falls, 


S. D.: We have never experienced 
lack of cooperation on the part of our 
local power company. 

They respond immediately upon 
notification of anything wrong which 
pertains to their holdings. 

soth electric companies (city and 
commercial) give their best coopera- 
tion whenever the occasion arises that 
requires their services 


James H. Burke, Chief, Oakland, Cal: 


The local power company is very co- 
operative. Their employees place 
themselves under the authority of the 
fire officer in command at fires. Re- 
sponse is immediate. 

They respond, upon request, to calls 
where wiring is defective in homes, 
stores, in fact, they will respond to 
any call made where their services are 
needed 


R. C. McRonald, Chief, London, Ont.: 


Our Public Utilities Commission have 
men on duty at all times who coope- 
rate with the fire department when 
the occasion arises. The fire depart- 
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“BRIDGER” 
LIFE GUNS 


NAVAL COMPANY 


DOYLESTOWN 









Fire Apparatus 
Life Gun Outfits 
Used by Fire Depts., 
Rescue Squads, 
Ship Owners and 
Public Utility Com- 
panies. 


Fully Approved by U. S. Coast Guard 





Interesting Booklet on Request 


PENNA. 








WHERE YOU NEED iT! 













D.C 


350 to 3,000 watts. Large plants 
for emergency operation of signal 
systems to 35,000 watts. 





New folder shows many lightweight 
models for fire department use. 


Donrtable 


ELECTRIC (’ 
PLANTS 


EASILY CARRIED 
Lightweight and compact, 
Onan Electric Plants can be 
hurried to the spot where 
needed. Supply current for 
floodlights, electric saws, 
drills and other tools. Always 
ready for instant use. 


FIT INTO SMALL SPACE 
Compact, self-contained 
Onan Electric plants can be 
ordered as standard equip- 
ment with many makes of 
new fire trucks. Just a few 
square inches of mounting 
space required for installa- 
tion on old trucks. 


1200 to 5,000 wotts. A.C.: 





rr D.W. ONAN & SONS INC. 


5672 Royalston Ave., Minneapolis 5, Minn. 


| 


R. L. Woolard, Chief, Norfolk, Va.: 


| of 





ment and the commission have 
good working relationships. 

Our Public Utilities Commission 
has control over water and power. 
Upon receipt of an alarm, they set 
auxiliary water pumps into action 
when extra water pressure re- 
quired and requested. 

The main section of our city has 
most of the power, telephone and fire 
alarm system underground, and it is 
the intention of the Public Utility offi- 
cials to place as much underground as 
possible. 


very 


is 


Co- 
operation on the part of the local elec- 
tric power company has been very 
good. If lack of cooperation did exist, 
I would consult proper officials of the 
company in order to bring about 
effective cooperation. 

Qualified power company techni- 
cians respond upon multiple alarms. 
They respond upon request to any 
alarm of fire that we may have in re- 
gards to short circuits in wiring, de- 
fective switch boxes, etc. Their co- 
operation is very good at all times. 


Rosaire Beaulieu, Chief, Quebec, P. Q.: 


The power company has a gong con- 
nected to our fire alarm department. 
They answer from a second alarm up. 


We have always had their full co- 
operation whenever we had to call 
upon them. 


| + H. Lausch, Chief, Colorado Springs, 


Power Company 
and qualified 
calls on first 


Colo.: The Electric 
owned by the city, 
electricians answer fire 
alarm. 

The alarm system is connected with 


is 


the power company shop. Response 
is automatic. 

No trouble has ever been experi- 
enced by this department in having 


sufficient help respond from the power 
company. 

Edward C. Buhrmaster, Chief, Amster- 
dam, N. Y.: We have never tel 





enced lack of cooperation on the part | 


our local electric power company. 
Qualified technicians respond upon 
multiple alarms or upon request. 


of 


Associated Factory Mutual Issues | 
New Plant Protection Book 
Your Plant for Fire 
Safety” is the title of a comprehensive, 
informative book just published by As- 
sociated Factory Mutual Fire Insurance 

Companies. 

The book, which currently being | 
offered to the many large industrial and | 
similar properties insured by these com- 
panies in the United States and Canada, 
emphasizes suggested procedures for the 
guidance of management, and reflects 
the methods now in use in many of the 
leading industries. 

It outlines the routine for inspection 

and maintenance of protective systems 
and fire fighting equipment; for prevent- 
ing or controlling sprinkler shutoffs, and 
for handling emergencies such as fires, 
floods and hurricanes. Helpful sugges- 
tions for training plant personnel and 
for cooperating with municipal fire 
forces are included, together with a 
comprehensive discussion of fire causes 
and their correction, based on more 
than 20,000 industrial fires. 
Inquiries concerning the availability 
the manual should be addressed to 
Factory Mutual Engineering Division, 
184 High St., Boston 10, Mass. 
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TURN-OUT SUITS 
GIVE RUGCED SERVICE 





@ Make your next coat “Janes- 
ville” and specify “Scotchlite” 
trim. Either rubber or duck 
coats are available with 
“Scotchlite” trim for your pro- 
tection. 


THERE MUST BE A _ REASON 
WHY SO MANY FIREMEN IN- 


SIST ON “JANESVILLE” QUALITY 


We Welcome Your Inquiry 





ILLE, WISCONSIN 


Damesuille NPPAREL CO. 


in the Fire Service— 


THERE'S 


NOTHING 


“JUST AS GOOD" 


The fire service prides itself on 
buying “the best,” everytime. 
INSIST on ATLAS—everytime— 
and you'll get the best life net! 


“[UTLAS LIFE NETS 











ATLAS SAFETY EQUIPMENT 


27 WARREN ST. NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 
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The NEW 
Hame Proofed © ee || 


FIRE a TOOL 


A necessary part of every Fire Company's 
equipment is the Fire Fighting Broom. This 
is the B-E-S-T! 
Look at these features: 
Q * Flame Proofed Fibres 
4” Metal Collar 
reinforcement 
around neck 
* Heavy gauge 
rustproof metal 
Head 
* Strong hickory 
handles 
* Overall 
length 60” 

* Meet U. S. 
Forestry and 
City Fire 
Department 
Specifications 
)» * Guaranteed 










"25 Years of Quality Fibre Brooms" 


Insist on PERFEX (Reg. U. S. Pat. Off.). If your 
dealer cannot supply you, write, giving your deal- 
er's name, to: 


PERFEX Dept. C. Brooklyn 8, N. Y. 





paralyzed by power failure! 


Power failure can happen any time, to 
anybody—to you! Lack of light and power 
can be costly . . . even tragic. Isn’t it bet- 
ter to prepare for emergencies by installing 
a Fairbanks-Morse generating set? 

Because standby power service costs so 
littl—-means so much—even for small hos- 
pitals, businesses, theaters, fire and police 
departments, churches, schools and insti- 
tutions—none should be without a 
Fairbanks-Morse generator! Let your 
Fairbanks-Morse dealer give you full in- 
formation about a generator to meet your 
needs. Or, mail the coupon for full facts 
today. 


FAIRBANKS-MORSE, 





@ name worth remembering 


Fairbanks, Morse & Co. 

600 S. Michiean Ave. 
Chicago 5, Ill. 

Send us illustrated literature de- 
scribing your emergency generating sets. 





Name 
Address 


"City State 


Please 





World Wide Fire non 


By Rei B. Woolley 











Clarinet Calls Paris Firemen! 

The City of Paris, 
speaker system of 
whereby the fire alarm is 
the “alarm boxes” and 
nearest fire station. 

Not so long ago, fire fighters at the 
Chatueau D’Eau fire station dutifully 
rolled out of their quarters at 4:00 A. M., 
and went sire-e-n-ing (or trumpeting, if 
they still use that World War I method) 
off to a fire despite the strange way the 
alarm came in over the loud speaker. 

At the box they found Jules Garnier, 
clarinetist, earnestly playing Rossini’s 
“William Tell” into the microphone. 
“There's no fire,” he told the inquiring 
firemen, “I was just showing my apprec- 
ciation for the way you fellows work.” 

Gendarmes charged Mr. Garnier under 
a statute forbidding “outrages against 
public servants.” What's the old wheeze 
“music hath charms to soothe the sav- 
age breast?” 


France, uses a 
communications 
“spoken” into 
heard in the 


* * + 


Dynamite Ship Afire 
Fire in No. 1 


freighter Santa 


hold of the Grace line 
Rita, 8,297 tons, as the 
ship was bound for Talcahuano, Chile, 
caused considerable alarm and excite- 
ment recently among the ship’s crew 
and the owners, not to speak of certain 
Chilean and Peruvian interests, who had 
a very considerable stake in the ship’s 
cargo 

The Santa Rita’s cargo included 140 
tons of explosives for Chile and 107 tons 
for Peru. There were a total of 4,250 
cases of dynamite aboard when the fire 
was discovered, which was shortly after 
the ship had passed through the Pan- 
ama Canal. 

Upon discovery of the blaze, the Rita 
turned around and headed under forced 
draft at 17 knots for Balboa, where the 
firetug Taboga was sent out to intercept 
her and fight the fire 

Spokesmen for the Grace line, owners 
of the ship, said tne fire was controlled 
and that only steel and small packages 
of general cargo were located in the No. 
1 hold. They didn’t say what the crew 
of 53 and the captain of the cargo- 
passenger liner thought about the whole 
affair. 
+. * * 


Blast Traps Rio Bus Riders—I7 Die 

The heaviest rainstorm experienced 
by Rio de Janeiro in many years result- 
ed in the death of more than 17 persons 
and serious injuries to a score or more 
others In addition 18 houses were 
destroy ed 

[he majority of the deaths 
when an omnibus, stalled by the heavy 
rain, exploded in the Botanical Garden 
sector of the city. The safety doors re- 
portedly failed to work and most of the 
passengers were trapped. Some escaped 
through the windows and others were 
badly injured in falling from the vehicle 
to the flooded streets. 

The tramway service was stopped for 
an hour, leaving many persons stranded. 
Later the Mayor appropriated $1 million 
for the care of the injured and homeless 
and repair of flood damage. 

No explanation of the cause of the 
blast in the bus has been received. 
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Doukhobors in Arson Spree 
Early last May 
“Sons of Freedom,’ 
ligious sect, staged a reign of terror in 
their isolated community of Krestova, 
23 miles from Nelson, B. C., after police 
attempted to control demonstrations by 
the sect members against “preparedness 

for a third world war. 


radical Doukhobors| 
a wife-trading re. 


The unusual Doukhobor demonstra- 
tions included the burning of their 
homes by many of the fanatics, both 
men and women, who were nude. 


Eighteen of the demonstrators were ar- 
rested and the names of 30 others— 
old and young—were taken. 

The next day, sect members threat- 
ened a renewed wave of terror in the 
effort to secure the release of the jailed 
members. Fifty-four of the “Sons,” 22 
of them women, stripped in a religious- 
inspired frenzy and chanted ancient 


Russian hymns and dirges as the flames | 


wooden shacks 
20 and took 


from gasoline soaked 
mounted. Police arrested 
them to Nelson, where they were tried 
on arson and nudism charges. The 
burnings reportedly made 30 homes and 
two automobiles the arson toll. 


x * * 
Careless Smoking Causes Five-Day Ship Fire 


It is reported that careless smoking 
caused the fire aboard the Norwegian 
motorship Noegh Trade, which smol- 
dered for almost five days before it was 
extinguished. 

Investigators of the Los Angeles, 
Calif., Fire Department said that a cigar- 
ette apparently carelessly thrown into 
the hold caused the stubborn blaze in a 
cargo of jute and burlap in the No. 1 
hold of the vessel. Damage was placed 
at $23,000 for the cargo and $8,000 for 
the ship. 

The fire was discovered shortly after 
the ship docked at Berth 190 in Wil- 
mington, Calif., and land and marine 
companies of the Los Angeles Fire De- 
partment joined in the battle to subdue 
the fire. Longshoremen removed most 
of the cargo from an adjoining hold to 
prevent possible spread of the blaze. 


* ok i 

Hot Off the News Ticker 
A deep curtsey to Capt. Roy C. Gray, 
Jr., of El Toro Marine Base, Cal., who 
stayed with his flaming fighter plane to 
pilot it away from the city of Elsinore, 
Calif., before parachuting from a low 


level to safety. Plane crashed and 
burned in a dry section of Lake El- 
sinore. Milltown, N. J., passed a 
borough ordinance to prevent passage 


of a 30-inch natural gas pipe line from 
Texas gwNew York through that com- 
munity. Residents feared explosion and 
property depreciation. Louis Blon- 
deau, 39, accused of causing his wife's 
death by forcing her to sit twice. while 
nude, on a hot stove, was sentenced to 
20 years at hard labor in Rouen, 
Fremee. ... 4 A doctor and a nurse were 
burned to death and 200 patients, mostly 
stretcher cases, were evacuated from 
Brompton Hospital, London, Eng, 
when an explosion resulted from a fire 
in the X-Ray film department. Three 
County Airport ground crewmen at Mc- 
Keesport missed death in a freak acci- 
dent involving a Trans-world Airlines 
Constellation. The plane, making af 
emergency landing, cut through the roof 
of a car in which the three men were 
huddled, blew both tires of its maim 
gear and all this while gas was escap- 
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FIREFIGHTERS in 


for JULY, 1950 
now! Every Locality Can 
Have the Benefit of 


This ADVANCED TRAINING 


“The Science and nd Technique of 


FIRE 





PREVENTION, PROTECTION 
and EXTINGUISHMENT”’ 


A comprehensive correspondence course 
for Firefighters who wish to increase their 


technical knowledge and improve their 
practical efficiency. While invaluable for 
promotional purposes, it is also of tre- 


mendous advantage in the daily work and 
responsibility of Firefighters everywhere 


37 Interesting Lessons 


42 Written Examinations 
Each 


examination is rated and returned 
with individualized comments and con- 
structive suggestions by the examiner, to- 
gether with model answers. 

Prepared and conducted under 

the direct personal supervision of 


Chief HAROLD J. BURKE 


N. Y. City Fire Dept. (Retired); Captain, 
U. S. Naval Reserve; in charge Fire Dam- 
age Control, U. S. Fleets, World War II. 


@ AVAILABLE TO VETERANS 
Send for Full Information and Detailed 
Outline of Course @ Ask for Booklet F-2 


DELEHANTY 


CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 





Licensed by New York State 
113 E. 15th St., New York 3, N. Y. 


OVER 80% of N. Y. City’s Firemen 


are Delehanty-Trained 


CARPENTER 
LIGHTS 




























WRITE 
FOR 
FOLDER 


Carpenter PORTABLE 


FLASHING WARNING 
LIGHTS 


street to warn traffic. 
mile or more in any 
direction. Sturdy, compact, prac- 
tical. Cast aluminum with 3% in. 
and 4% in. fresnel lenses. Uses 
standard batteries. 11” high x 7” 
long x 6” wide. 


““Master-Light-Makers for 34 Years” 


CARPENTER MFG. CO. 


200 Master-Light Bldg. 
BOSTON-45-SOMERVILLE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
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shall appreciate 


ing from a ruptured tank. Horse | 
drawn vehicles and trucks used to haul 
explosives will be barred from the new | 
Washburn underwater tunnel, recently | 
opened in Houston, Tex. Police of | 
San Juan, Puerto Rico, reported three | 
persons were killed and five wounded | 
by grenades picked up on Humaco Beach 
Victims thought explosives were harm- 
less sticks and, in two instances, took 
them to their homes where they ex- 
ploded.... When an ammunition plant in 
the city Gwalior, India, blew up in 
May, workers were killed. In 
Washington, D. C., although 13 pieces of 
fire equipment responded to an alarm 
of fire, just enough of the Brothers were 
let into the super-secret Central ie | 


ot 
25 


gence Building to douse a small fire in 
a partition. Blaze was caused by a 
welder’s torch and caused little damage | 
to building-——or secret papers. (Thanks, 
Irving Johnson.) The 567-ton Hon- 
duran banana carrier S.S. Santa Cristina 
burned at sea 240 miles south of Balboa. | 
The captain and his crew of 16 aban- 
doned ship and were picked up by the 
Spanish vessel Iciar. A gun-waving 
crazy veteran went berserk while in a 
plane flight to San Diego, heaved a fire 


extinguisher through a window and at- 
tempted to follow it. Airline stewardess | 
is credited with calming him, i 
pilots made emergency landing. 
Three men were charged with arson in 
connection with a sudden fire which 
swept through several business houses 
in Port of Spain, Trinidad, causing $2 
million damage. . . .Minoru Tanaka, 13, 


slipped through a manhole in 
recover a ball. He failed to come 
His father went down. He 
Finally a fireman wearing a gas mask 
climbed down—but not back. All 
portedly died of methane gas 
tion. ... In Belfast, North Ireland, Mrs. 
Annie Thompson, 42-year-old widow, 
and her two children, burned to death 
when their house caught fire, because 
the mother was too modest to run for 
help in her a a coroner's 
port disclosed. War items: Officials 
say the U. S. ‘is producing “small” 
atomic bombs that can be carried on 
jet planes and fighter-bombers but add 
that this does not necessarily mean that 
“the bombs are less powerful than big- 
ger ones.” In Dublin, Ireland, one 
person was killed and four injured when 
a speeding fire truck plunged from 
downtown O’Connell bridge onto a busy 


highway. Truck swerved to avoid a 
cyclist. Rome, Italy, police are be- 
coming expert in use of fire hoses to 
break up strike crowds. The nozzles 
squirt colored water which it is said, 
besides beating back the crowds, leaves 


stains on clothing so demonstrators can 
be identified for arrest. When fire 
razed offices of Columbia Pictures Corp. 
and three adjacent places in Havana re- 


cently, 16 persons were injured, three 
seriously. .. . A short circuit in a gen- 
erator started a fire that destroyed 


workshops on the Inter-American high 
wav near the City of Guatemala 
$150,000, no casualties. .. . In Penzance, 


loss, 


Cornwall, Eng., his honor frowned at 
a witness in ccunty court, sniffed, then 
demanded: “Are you smoking?” “No, 
sir,” said the man. “Then your head 
must be on fire,” said the judge. And 
it was. Smoke was pouring from the 
top of the witnesses’ head. Seems a 


splinter of red hot glass had fallen from 
a lighted gas bracket. The witness 
patted out the fire and the trial went on. 
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YOU’LL 
SEE BETTER... 
BE SAFER... 
FEEL BETTER 
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All-Purpose 


GAS 
MASK 





Get the complete facts today and see 
how much MORE Acme offers you 
against hazards in fire fighting. 


ACME 


PROTECTION EQUIPMENT CO. 


3037 West Lake St., Chicago 12, Illinois 








re-| 
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| Guz 
Reduces new building costs 











Patented 


Improves station design. 

Dries fire clothing, too. 

Dries hose in a few hours. 

Protects and conditions hose. 

Saves space—fits in any corner. 
Keeps al hose ready for service. 
Makes good hose last longer. 


WRITE FOR FREE BOOKLET 


| THE Cecu 


575 East Milwaukee Street 
DETROIT 2 MICHIGAN 


CORPORATION 








when writing advertisers 





A Es 


ac eee Parag eT 


2 eee 


es es 


— 


we 


+ ig me 


Fre 


ee 


ees 


Sas 


552 


Chicago Warehouse Fire 
(Continued from page 511) 


2-11 alarm, took Fireman _ Richard 
Fahey of Tower 2 to the Henrotin 
Hospital Fahey suffered a cut on his 
right hand while manning the crow’s 
nest of the tower Another fireman, 
Michael Gleason, was briefly overcome 
by the dense smoke, which hampered 
fire fighting operations, particularly in 
the front of the building 

Firemen were successful in confining 
the fire to the five story warehouse 
Wind that day was mild and from the 
south Temperature was 76 degrees 
and weather was partly cloudy 

Fire Commissioner Corrigan was in 
charge of all fire-fighting operations. He 
was assisted by Chief Marshal Mullaney, 
First Deputy Fire Marshal Haberkorn, 
Second Deputy Marshal Jeremiah 
McAuliffe, and First Division Marshal 
james Gibbons 

The fire building was somewhat of an 
historical landmark Herman |. Dirks, 
president of the Dock and 
Canal Company, owner of the property, 
said the building formerly known as the 
North Pier Terminal was built in 1869 
It was used as a shelter for retugees 
from the Great Chicago Fire of 1871 

Dirks called the building a total loss 
and estimated damage at $450,000 
Walter Paepcke, board chairman of the 
Container Corporation, estimated the 
contents of the building at 
$400,000, including machinery and pack 
ing material 

So completely was the 


Chicago 


loss in 


warehouse 


burned out that there was no evidence 
ot how the firebug touched off the 
building. But arson investigators found 
a number of clues to his method of 
operation. Detectives said the crime 
was shrewdly planned. 

Half an hour before the warehouse 
fire was discovered, workmen found 
bales of paper burning in basements of 
two nearby Container Corporation build- 
ings. Investigators believe the arsonist 
touched off these two fires on tops of 
bales of waste paper to distract atten- 
tion of guards and officials of the paper 
company. Large stores of paper, used 
in the manufacture of cardboard boxes, 
are handled in these nearby buildings. 

\s company maintenance men and 
guards extinguished these two minor 
fires the firebug apparently darted 
across nearby railroad tracks, into the 
warehouse, and touched off the 4-11 
blaze The arsonist even eluded three 
extra guards who had been on duty in 
the building since discovery of the two 
small fires two days earlier. The plant 
had 24-hour guard protection. 

Fire Attorney Downes had been in- 
formed of these two fires earlier on the 
day of the 4-11 and was preparing to 
start for the company’s administration 
building at 404 East North Water 
Street when the box alarm rang in. 

Downes said there were two other 
fires started in paper bales in another 
building leased by the corporation two 
days earlier. A box alarm assignment 
from Box 812 was kept busy for two 
hours that time extinguishing these two 
fires. During this fire, investigators 
found a footprint near the fire building 








Rate $8 per inch less 10% for three 
or more consecutive insertions 





CONNECTION WANTED 
Sales Franchise or Sales Director 


I have been affiliated with the Fire Prevention 
and Fire Fighting Appliance Field for over 25 
year My experience includes fire prevention 
engineering manufacture f appliances and 
ales to both industry and inicipal fire ie 
partment 
experience, I am 
for fire fighting 
specialties or a position as Sales director for an 
organization selling such products 

Experience has included management of sales 
force For interview address Box 175, c/o 
FIRE ENGINEERING, 24 West 40th St.. New 
York 18 N. ¥ 


Knowing the value f this 
oliciting a sale franchise 


Americar La France Service truck, fully 
equipped American-La France 750 gal. pump 
er erfect ndition ‘or information contact 
CHIEF HUGH COLLINS 

Fir Headquarters 
Village f Laret nt N Y 


Fire Equipment Dealers to sell Fire Clothing 
that every Fireman will be proud to wear, the 
TWO-TONE RUBBER Bunker Clothing. It comes 
in RED and WHITE or BLACK and WHITE 
Also other types of Bunker (Mlothing. Write for 
full details 

MORNING PRIDE MFG. CO 

1986 Ilome Ave., Dayton 7, Ohio 


SALESMEN WANTED 
Territories open for wide-awake men with ex- 
perience in selling FIRE APPARATUS. Ap- 
plications will be treated in strict confidence 

H & H TRUCK TANK CORP 
725 Tonnele Avenue 





Jersey City 7, New Jersey 


WANTED : 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


and made a plaster mold of it. The 
shoes of 25 workers were compared to 
the footprint mold but investigators 
found no fit. 

Attorney Downes questioned 12 em- 
ployees who had access to the building 
when the 4-11 fire started. But Downes 
and other investigators hinted they 
thought an outsider was responsible for 
the fires. 

Fire Commissioner Corrigan said the 
4-11 fire was the eighth blaze started in 
the area in two days. And Fire Attor- 
ney Downes added there may have been 
as many as 12 similar fires in the area 
during the two-day period between the 
first incendiary fire and the 4-11 arson 
job. 

Commissioner Corrigan questioned 
officials of the Container Corporation 
after he learned two other fires had not 
been reported to the fire department 

The throngs which followed appara 
tus to the fire were joined by others 
who heard of the blaze through their 
radios and saw it on their television 
sets. Several Chicago radio stations 
broadcast on-the-spot descriptions ot the 
fire, one of them from a fire escape hich 
up on the nearby Furniture Mart which 
looks down on the fire. 

The Chicago Tribune's television sta- 
tion, WGN-TV, aimed a camera from 
a window of the Tribune Tower and 
broadcast a special showing of the fire 
while it was at its height. Firemen who 
were due to respond on the 5-11 alarm 
saw the fire as it was and probably 
breathed a sigh of relief when they 
heard their sounder “strike the fire out” 
at 5:40 p.m. 








1929 American-LaFrance 75-foot tractor drawn 
aerial ladder truck Truck presently in active 
service For further information and details 
write 


COMMISSIONER GEORGE G. LEARY 


FIRE DEPARTMENT OF THE TOWN OF 
EASTCHESTER 


26 Highland Ave., Tuckahoe 7, N. Y. 


nonin tee 


WANTED 


Salesmen to sell fire apparatus manufactured by 
well known Company. Attractive proposition in 
Metropolitan New York. Address Box 165, c/o 
FIRE ENGINEERING, 24 West 40th Street, 
New York 18, N. Y¥ 


POSITION WANTED 


FIRE PROTECTION FIELD—IN PLANT OR 
MUNICIPALITY 


Experienced in Fire Engineering, Fire Preven 
tion and Maintenance Supervision—25 years with 
large Metropolitan Fire Department—Age 48 

Married—-Best references Write to Box 170, 
c/o FIRE ENGINEERING, 24 West 40th Street, 
New York 18, N. Y¥ 





15 Parade Uniforms; Coat Pants and Cap 
All uniforms cleaned and pressed Color—Blue 
Serge trimmed in Gold No reasonable offer 


refused 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT AND 
RELIEF ASSOCIATION 
Michael Nyalko, Rec Sec 
Municipal Building, Monessen, Pa 





Closing date for copy 25th of month 
preceding date of issue. 











WANTED 
Dealer—Distributors to sell fire apparatus manu- 
factured by well-known Factory. Also popular 
line of high grade fire hose. Prompt Delivery. 
Attractive proposition. Address Box 15, c/o 
FIRE ENGINEERING, 24 West 40th St., 
New York 18, N. Y. 











FOR SALE 
2%-gal. Foam Extinguishers, used, Condition 
Al Underwriter’s Label’’. Copper. $12.00 
F.O.B 

BOX 232 
Arkansas City 
Kansas 
PUODONTUNENT NO ONODETIDORUEDOEDDOOOROGURNID LI NOEDEENNODEOOET DODD CeOnnOnO EOD eSOeROO ROO RennetonNN rtinT sere 


SALESMAN WANTED 
Salesman Wanted to handle sale of personal 
initialed individualized belts, buckles, cap 
badges, tie holders, miniature authentic replicas, 
police, fireman's badges, pocket pieces, key 
chains, etc. 2000 emblems. Particularly suit- 
able for small volunteer groups in small com- 
munities. Write for special outfit offer. 

HOOK-FAST SPECIALTIES, Inc. 
Box 1425FE 
Providence, Rhode Island 


ante ' eoreeceveneneneneinnnenioent eovnnseveneanaiie " vuun 


FOR SALE 


750 Gallon, triple combination, Seagrave pumper 
—1919 Model. Good Condition. Pneumatic Tires 
Motor Completely Overhauled. Vacuum Booster 
Brakes. New Leather Upholstery. Available t& 
purchaser on or about September 1, 1950. Ad- 
dress inquiries to: 

EDWARD L. RECTOR, FIRE CHIEF 
VILLAGE OF GROSSE POINTE PARK 
15115 E. Jefferson Avenue 
Grosse Pointe Park 30, Michigan 
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Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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TENTS | 


FOR CELEBRATIONS AND CARNIVALS | 


/ 








~~ 


Volunteer Fire Departments and 
other organizations find ANCHOR | 
TENTS AND BAZAAR BOOTHS | 
sure fire for building any Profit 
Making Celebration. 

Use them for —BINGO-BALL & 
WHEEL GAMES—EAT & DRINK 
STANDS, etc. 


Write for Full Information. 


ANCHOR SALVAGE COVERS 


are strong, light weight water and | 
flame resistant, made any size. 


9'6” x 12 cover $9.00 


ANCHOR SUPPLY COMPANY, Inc. | 


TENTS — COVERS — AWNINGS 
EVANSVILLE, INDIANA 








Flashing Signal 


For Emergency Vehicles 


Price complete 
$6.50: may be 
supplied with 
automatic 
flasher unit $1 
extra. Furnish- 
ed with red or 
blue lens as 
desired. 6-inch 
lens 32 c.p. or 
21 c.p. bulb. 


Also in stock for immediate 














shipment complete line of 


® portable lights 

® rattan fire brooms 

® body guard coats 

® first aid cabinets 

® many other fire fighting 
items 


Send for free copy of Catalogue No. 49 


FIRE-END PRODUCTS 











19-21 Beekman St., New York 


lowa to Hold Fourth Short 
Course for Inspectors 
The Engineering Extension Service, 
Iowa State College, Ames, Iowa, will 
conduct its Fourth Annual Short Course 


for Fire Prevention Inspectors on Au- 
gust 22 to 25 inclusive. According to 
Robert C. Byrus, Fire Protection En- 


gineer of the College, the course will be 
open to firemen from outside the state 
of Iowa as well as Iowans. There is no 
registration fee. 

Among the topics and speakers are: 
“Selling Fire Prevention Bureaus” 
(Byrus); “Types of Building Construc- 
tion” (Leonard, Wolfe); “Analyzing 
Reports and Records”; “Fire Prevention 
Programs” (Brosier); “Sanborn Maps” 
(Harry Corcoran); “Factors of Leader- 
ship” (Byrus); “Reading Blue Prints” 
(Wolf); “Costs of Fire Safety Recom- 
mendations” (John J. Ahern); “State- 
wide Fire Codes” (Ahern); “The Iowa 
3uilding Code” (Wolf); “How to Make 
an Inspection” (Ed Herron); “Inspect- 
ing LPG Systems” (O. G. Mangels); 
and “Rating Comparable Fire Hazards” 


(Norman Davis). 

Also: “Fire Problems of Industry” 
(Francis Henkels); “New Develop- 
ments” (Davis); “Fire Safety Laws of 


Iowa”; “An Inspector’s Library” (By- 
rus); “Electricity for Fire Inspectors” 
(Chas. L. Smith); “Administrative Prob- 
lems”; “Inspector’s Responsibility” and 
Round Tables and Discussion Periods. 


"Old Betsy'""—30 Years Young— 
Pride of Sunset Heights Vamps 


Overlooking Bridgeport, Ohio, is Sun- 


set Heights which, prominent among 
other attributes, sports the Sunset 
Heights Fire Department. The chief 


topic of conversation among the Heights 
firemen is “Old Betsy.” 

“Old Betsy” is a Seagrave pumper, 
vintage of 1920, which lived a very busy 
life in Bridgeport, not far from Martins 
Ferry, O. But like all things, time crept 
up on “Old Betsy” and she became 
really old. So, when the Bridgeport 
brothers heard that neighboring Sunset 
Heights was in the market for a pumper, 
they thought that this was a fine time 
to put “Old Betsy” out to pasture. And 
they sold her to Sunset Heights for $1 
cash on delivery. 

The Heights organization is composed 
of some 150 members, headed by Wil- 
liam Kelly, president, and D. Walter 
Fawcell, Secry.-treas, The fire fighters 
consist of 25 active and eight “social” 
members. And it’s nothing to see and 
hear them roaring off, to answer an 
alarm, come snow, sleep, rain or shine, 
in their 1920 model pumper, with Fire 
Chief Bill Leightner and Assistants Bob 
Wilson and Fred Delman on the job. 

3ill, the mechanic of the organiza- 
tion, likes to tell how they dug “Old 
Betsy” out from under a pile of ashes, 
after paying the $1, overhauled her 
from bumper to tail light, adding the 
missing parts and polishing and _ paint- 
ing all the old parts, so that today the 
old sway-backed “Betsy” takes a back 
seat for nobody. Auxiliary equipment, 
including foam, carbon dioxide, a lift 
pump for drafting from shallow wells, 
and numerous other accessories have 
been added to fit out “Old Betsy.” 
That’s why today she steps along with 
the best of ‘em, say the vamps on the 
Heights. 


553 


BODY-GUARD 


BUNKER SUITS 


| FOR COMFORT & PROTECTION 






WE ARE DISTRIBUTORS FOR 
SIREN BOOTS 


supplying FIREMEN'S 


over 25 years. 


We have been 
CLOTHING for 


Any fireman can have a catalog by writing — 


BODY-GUARD 
MANUFACTURING CO. 


ST. JOSEPH - - MISSOURI 

















INVINCIBLE 
NOZZLES 


Fireboat with full 

Sener Transverse 

Nozzle Control 
. 


Figure 114-B 
—one of many — 
made by pioneers 
in nozzle manufac- 
ture. 


“ALL 
AMERICAN 
CHOICE" 





Latest Design 


Operated by 
Remote Control 


7 
F. N. McINTIRE 
BRASS WORKS 


Boston, Mass. 
1837 — 1950 
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HALE Type FZZ P22" uns, 


Handy For Re-Laying To Major Pumper | 
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FIRE ENGINEERING 
JULY, 1950 


Acme Protection Equipment Co. 

Aluminum Ladder Co. 

American District Telegraph Co. 

American-La France-Foamite Corp. 

Anchor Supply Co., Inc. 

Ansul Chemical Co., Fire Extinguisher 
Div. 5 

Arguslite Co. 

Atlas Safety Equipment Co., Inc. 





Bar-Way Mfg. Co. 

Bean Mfg. Co., John 

B’ackinton & Co., Inc., V. H. 

Body Guard Mfg. Co. 

Boston Woven Hose & Rubber Co. 

Boyer Fire Apparatus Co. 

Braxmar Co., C. G. 

Briggs & Stratton Corp. 

Brooklyn Fibre Broom Co., Inc. 550 


Cairns & Bro. 546 
Carpenter Manufacturing Co. 551 
Central Fire Truck Corp. 545 
Circul-Air Corp. 551 


Darley & Co., W. S. 540 
* Compact yet powerful: De Boer & Assocs., H. O. 547 


e e ° ° Delehanty Correspondence School, The 551 
® Designed for Fire Fighting 


E and J Manufacturing Co. Inside Back Cover 
Edgar Road Tank Works 534 
Emerson Co., J. H. Inside Front Cover 
Eureka Fire Hose Div., U. S. Rubber Co. 525 
HALE TyP® Faz Fabric Fire Hose Co. 493 
: on she Fairbanks, Morse & Co. 550 
rmation Federal Enterprises, Inc., Signal Div. 491 
\i ation.) Fire-End Products 553 
send © Unit. (No oblid Firewater Co., The: Div. of The Pacific 
Pumping - . Supply Co. 548 
a 


Gentlemen: 


) Please 
Portable 


. We are inte 


ted in Four Wheel Drive Auto Co. Back Cover 
res Fulton Bag & Cotton Mills 540 


NAME Gamewell Co. 508 
TE Goodrich Co., B. F. 495 
FIRE COMPANY STA 


Hale Fire Pump Co. 

P e Hannay & Son, Inc., Clifford B. 
TOWN Hi-Pressure Fog Equipment Co. 
2A Howe Fire Apparatus Co. 


sire 
re des! 
are 
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Janesville Apparel Co. 
Kohler Company 


Melntire Brass Works, F. N. 
Mack Mfg. Corp. 

Mars Signal Light Co. 
Maxim Motor Co. 

Metcalf Bros. 

Midwestern Mfg. Co. 
Milwaukee Road, The 


National Foam Systems, Inc. 
Naval Company 


Oberdorfer Foundries, Inc. 
Ohio Chemical & Surgical Equipment Co. 
Onan & Sons, Inc., : 


Pacific Marine Supply Co. 
Powhatan Brass & Iron Works 


8g ST eee, 


Radio Apparatus Corp. 
Randolph Laboratories, Inc. 
Rockwood Sprinkler Co. 
Russell Uniform Co. 


es 


Paik 


Safety First Co. 

Scott Aviation Corp. 

Seagrave Corp., The 

Smith & Co., D. B. 

Stephenson Corp. 

Directly above — For 12 hours Sterling Siren Fire Alarm Co., Inc. 


these two FZZ units supplied 
water through 650 ft. of I!/2” 
hose to a large pumper fight- Waterous Company 


: _¢: Wentworth-Forman Co., Inc. 
mg @ barn fire. At top Single Wooster Brass Co., The 


United Air Lines 





FZZ relaying to major pumper. 
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